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Thoughtful Thursdays Bag  
Assembly Begins September 2

Join the Jewish Community’s Thoughtful 
Thursdays team on Wednesday, September 2 
at 10 a.m. when we begin our 17th year assem-
bling bags of food and household items for the 
52 children who attend Brightpoint Head Start 
who attend class in our building.

Thank you to Chair Joanne McCrory and her 
team.

Thoughtful Thursdays is a project of Congregation Achduth Vesholom and 
the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne.

Help Purchase Apples for Thoughtful 
Thursdays Families
Help supply a bag of fresh apples for the children who attend Brightpoint 
Head Start at the Temple through the 16th annual Thoughtful Thursdays 
Apple Project.

Many of these students rarely have the opportunity to eat fresh fruits or 
vegetables. Thoughtful Thursdays provides fresh apples to Brightpoint 
students purchased from a local orchard.

This mitzvah is a way to combat hunger in our local community!  A tree 
will be on display at the Temple with decorated paper apples featuring the 
name of each person who donates $18 or more for the apple project. Pic-
tures of the tree will be posted on the Temple’s Facebook page as it grows. 
We hope to see your name on it soon!

Donate online by Tuesday, September 29 at www.templecav.org. Indicate 
the amount of your donation, designate project Assist/Thoughtful Thurs-
days, and indicate the name you would like to appear on the apple for the 
tree. You may also mail checks made payable to “CAV-The Temple” ear-
marked for “Thoughtful Thursdays Apple Project.” Thank you!

Thoughtful Thursdays is a joint project of Congregation Achduth Vesholom 
and the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne.

Mazel Tov To:
KAYLA & ABE SCHREIER on the birth of 
their daughter, Mckinley Michelle Schreier, on 
August 14, 2026 in Fort Wayne. Congratula-
tions to big brother, Mason, and grandparents 
Jaki & Eric Schreier.

RABBI MEIR on his appointment to the 
Board of Directors of Indiana Faith Voices for 
Justice, a statewide, nonpartisan organization 
that brings faith communities together to ad-
vance justice and civic engagement. We are 
proud to celebrate this opportunity to help 
strengthen the moral voice of communities 
across Indiana.

STEVE CARR on his new book, The Holo-
caust and Hollywood Studios: At Home and 
Abroad. What did Hollywood know and do 
about growing Nazi anti-Semitism and the 
Holocaust as America and the rest of the 
world waited to respond? Steve, a Temple 
member and Director of PFW’s Institute for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies, traces the 
complex relationship entangling American 
movie studios with Nazi anti-Semitism and 
the Holocaust throughout the 1930s and 1940s.

RABBI BRUCE J. PFEFFER on his new 
position as congregational Rabbi at Temple 
Beth El in Muncie. He will be leading Shabbat 
services and Torah study there about twice 
a month. Bruce, a member of Congregation 
Achduth Vesholom, plans to continue to 
be involved at our congregation when he is 
available. He and his family moved to Fort 
Wayne nearly a year ago when his wife, Dr. 
Amy Beth Kressel, started her new job at 
Parkview Health.  

During Hot Topics Shabbat on August 14, we were grateful to learn more 
about NALA (Naturalization and Legal Assistance), a program of Amani 
Family Services, and the vital work they are doing to help immigrants and 
newcomers in Fort Wayne navigate the complexities of the legal system.

The week’s Torah portion, Shoftim, reminds us that it isn’t enough for 
justice simply to exist: “Tzedek, tzedek tirdof, Justice, justice shall you 
pursue.” Sometimes pursuing justice means speaking out or changing 
laws. And sometimes it means showing someone where the road is and 
making sure they don’t have to walk it alone.

Thank you to our guests Zach Pusti, Director of Legal and Victim Ad-
vocacy, and Jarry Valcarcel, Immigration Attorney, from Amani Family 
Services/NALA and to everyone who joined us for learning, conversation, 
and community.
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Israeli Educator Noam Dahary joined us on August 21-22 for a 
thought-provoking weekend that invited us to encounter Israel 
through relationships, lived experience, conversation, and learn-
ing.

During a meaningful Shabbat, Noam offered our D’var Torah, and 
we celebrated Jaki& Eric Schreier with a blessing in honor of their 
40th wedding anniversary. Thank you to Beth & Dan Zweig and 
Jaki & Eric Schreier for hosting the Oneg Shabbat. 

Following services, Noam led us in Our Israel Story, an opportu-
nity to reflect on the experiences, values, questions, memories, 
and hopes that shape our individual relationships with Israel. 
Using cards featuring images connected to Israel, participants 
selected images that spoke to them and shared what they saw in 
them and why they chose them.

On Saturday morning, Noam spoke on Navigating the Israel–Di-
aspora Relationship: Where Israelis and American Jews Meet—
and Clash.

Together, we explored the relationship between the world’s two 
largest centers of Jewish life, including the ways differences in 
politics, religion, culture, and lived experience shape how Israelis 
and American Jews understand one another. Our discussion invit-
ed us to consider where our values align, where they diverge, and 
what each community can learn from the other.

On Saturday evening, we shared Havdalah, storytelling, learning 
— and food!

Noam told us the story of Israel’s Sephardic and Mizrahi Jewish 
communities through the culinary heritage of his own family. 
Through memories of his grandmother, family stories, and food 
traditions, we explored a deeply personal dimension of Israel’s 
diverse Jewish story.

Noam prepared a delicious tasting menu of dips prepared from 
Mizrahi and Sephardic Jewish traditions, including hummus, lab-
neh, tahini with cilantro and parsley, Turkish eggplant salad with 
tomatoes, Duka (Yemenite charoses), Turkish coffee, and Nana 
mint tea.

It was a warm and intimate conclusion to a weekend that invited 
us to encounter Israel through relationships, lived experience, 
conversation, and learning.

Thank you, Noam, for sharing so generously with our community, 
and thank you to everyone who joined us throughout this mean-
ingful Shabbat!

This program was sponsored by Congregation Achduth Vesholom 
and the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne. We are grateful to the 
Amplify Israel Rabbinic Fellowship and Stephen Wise Free Syna-
gogue for their support in making Noam’s visit possible.

Rabbi Meir is an Amplify Israel Rabbinic Fellow, participating 
in advanced study and engagement with Israeli scholars and 
leaders to strengthen Israel education within the Reform Jewish 
community.
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Members of our Temple family enjoyed a fun summer evening at Parkview Field on August 8 
during our annual Temple Night at the TinCaps. Thank you to Mike Barasch for organizing this 
annual event since we began the tradition in 2009.

The Temple Board of Directors 
met on August 13 for dinner and 
an orientation session to get 
ready for the coming year. Topics 
included governance, finances, 
member engagement, and se-
curity. We also talked about the 
role and responsibilities of the 
board, as well as the congrega-
tion’s vision, mission, and values 
statements. Thank you to our 
leadership team for 2026-2027!
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All New Supper Club Begins in October
Join the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne on 
Thursday, October 1 at 6:30 p.m. at the Rifkin 
Campus for the first gathering of our new 
Supper Club!

All Jewish women in our community are invited to bring a favorite soup to share. 
Please bring enough soup to serve about 12 people, along with a copy of your 
recipe. (Need help printing it? Just let the Federation office know — we’re happy 
to help!) Sign up here to let us know what soup you would like to bring.

Our hope is to gather once each quarter with a new culinary theme each time. 
Come enjoy an evening of great food, friendship, and laughter, and help us dream 
up ideas for future Supper Club gatherings. We can’t wait to see you!

Ladies’ Night Out – 
Share Dinner at  
Casa Restaurant
What a wonderful summer of dining together! 
Six ladies enjoyed a lovely evening at Country 
Heritage Winery on July 15, and our group 
grew to 10 when we gathered at Tequila 
Mexican Restaurant on August 19. It has been 
so fun catching up and sharing great meals 
together!

The Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne hopes 
you’ll join us for our next Rosh Chodesh group 
dinner on Wednesday, September 16 at Casa 
Ristorante, 7545 W. Jefferson Boulevard, 
beginning at 6 p.m. All Jewish women in our 
community are warmly welcome, and each 
guest pays for their own meal.

Please RSVP one week prior to the dinner at 
office@fwjf.org or leave a message at (260) 
456-0400. We look forward to seeing you 
there!

The Last Ships from Hamburg  
Author in November

What did it take to bring thousands of Eastern European Jews 
to America before World War I? Historian and author Steven 
Ujifusa opens the Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society 
public programming season on Sunday, November 15 at 2 p.m. 
on Zoom with the remarkable story behind The Last Ships 
from Hamburg  — a fascinating discovery of how business 
and humanitarian efforts intersected in this chapter of Jewish 
history. Register here to receive the Zoom link

P2G Book & Film Club:  
From October 6 to October 7
Join us on Sunday, October 18, at 1 p.m. ET for a special community viewing 
of From October 6 to October 7, presented through the Partnership2Gether 
Book & Film Club.

The film tells the story of Major General (Res.) Doron Almog, Chairman of 
the Jewish Agency for Israel, whose life spans some of Israel’s most defining 
and painful moments—from the Yom Kippur War to the horrors of October 7. 
His story is one of profound loss, resilience, hope, and a lasting commitment 
to Israel.

Let’s Watch Together as a Community!

The Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne has reserved a room at the Peggy F. 
Murphy Community Grief Center (5920 Homestead Road) for a community 
watch party, giving us the opportunity to experience this meaningful film 
together and discuss it afterward. The program will begin with a brief com-
memoration of the events of October 7, followed by the film and a discus-
sion.

Please RSVP by October 1 so we know how many people will be joining us. 
We need a minimum of 10 participants to hold the in-person gathering.

To RSVP, please email office@fwjf.org or leave a message at (260) 456-
0400. We hope you will join us as we come together as a community to 
remember, reflect, and learn.

AI and Genealogy  
Special Interest Group 
Begins in October
The Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy 
Society, in partnership with the Allen County 
Public Library Genealogy Center, is launching 
a new Artificial Intelligence Special Interest 
Group (AI SIG) this fall.

The AI SIG will be open to all interested in 
learning more about AI and how to use it, 
with a special focus on practical applications 
of AI to help participants research and tell 
their family stories.

The virtual group will emphasize learning 
from one another through demonstrations, 
discussions, and hands-on experiences, with 
its first meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 
October 21 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  
Register here

https://fwjf.org/
https://fwjf.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HKT9svAX3SzKPzX0q3u_Tr7G85m8_KCs6z039RZtz10/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HKT9svAX3SzKPzX0q3u_Tr7G85m8_KCs6z039RZtz10/edit?usp=sharing
https://fwjf.org/
https://www.casarestaurants.com/
https://www.casarestaurants.com/
https://www.casarestaurants.com/
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-last-ships-from-hamburg-business-rivalry-and-the-race-to-save-russias-jews-on-the-eve-of
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-last-ships-from-hamburg-business-rivalry-and-the-race-to-save-russias-jews-on-the-eve-of
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-last-ships-from-hamburg-business-rivalry-and-the-race-to-save-russias-jews-on-the-eve-of
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/fMF0R-OmQCqB0WehFZyRDA#/registration
http://www.fwjf.org/
mailto:office@fwjf.org
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MXY0v_ZqQVqdveM87TRvXw#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MXY0v_ZqQVqdveM87TRvXw#/registration
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Donations
Adult Education Fund

In memory of Arnold & Barbara Katinsky:  
Nola & Matthew Katinsky

Art & Beautification Fund

In memory of Betty Fishman: Designer Craftsman Guild

B’nai Jacob (Conservative) Judaism Fund

In memory of Stuart Block: Susie Miller

In memory of Niesie Shulkin: Cheryl Schorey

Campership Fund - Gold/Turansky

In memory of Rita Lewis: Michael Lewis

Floral Fund

In memory of Marilyn Sax: Enid & Stanley Rosenblatt

General Operations

A donation was received from: Audrey & Joe Gerson Foundation; 
Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne; Juan Suarez; Samara Sheray; 
Rachel & Geoffrey Gordon

In memory of Jay Philip Oppenheim: Sylvia Furner

In memory of Thomas Butz: Nola & Matthew Katinsky

In memory of Estelle Block and Marcus Block:  
Micki & Sherwin Kepes

In memory of Joe Congress: Marcia & Denny Reynolds

In memory of Joseph Levine and Sylvia Sommer: Stan Levine

In memory of Dr. Hyman Cohen, Susan Cohen,  
and Maurice Cohen: Lis & Hugo Kahn

In memory of Steve Trotter: Doris Gottlieb

Holocaust Memorial Fund

In memory of Steve Trotter: Dora & Leonid Itkin

Dr. John Planer Music Fund

In memory of John Gilbert: Barbara & Alan Gilbert

Project Assist – Thoughtful Thursdays

A donation was received from: Jessica & Roger Ash

In memory of Steve Trotter: Sue & Jerry Pownall; Sharron  
Spangle; Dianne & Patrick Michaels; Donna & Steve Gross;  
Stan Levine; Nancy & Scott Salon; Cheryl Schorey; the ROMEOs

In memory of Steve Weitzman and Harriet Weitzman:  
Jo Ellen & Mike Rush

In memory of Aaron Borenstein, Moses Safirstein, Kirk Johnson: 
Kay Safirstein

Rabbi Kornspan Tzedakah Fund

A donation was received from: Jan & Bill Chambers

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

A donation was received from: Fran & Irv Adler;  
Audrey & Joe Gerson Foundation

In memory of Steve Trotter: Sally Trotter

In memory of Henya Rose Walter: Irene & Robert Walters

In memory of Abraham Siegel: the Peiken Family

ROMEOs

A donation was received from: Fran & Irv Adler;  
Wendy & Michah Soltz

Max & Gerda Schmitz Holocaust Education Fund

In memory of Leonid Finkelshteyn: Dora & Leonid Itkin

In memory of Fira Kutsenok: Victor Kutsenok

Temple Gardens

A donation was received from: Audrey & Joe Gerson Foundation

In memory of Iris Sands: Barb & Alan Gilbert

Temple Gardens – Sposeep Outdoor Chapel

In memory of Steve Trotter: Shirley Busack

 

 

 

We Care
Please let the Temple office or Rabbi Meir know if a 

family member is in the hospital or if other situations 
arise when the congregation may be of assistance or 

comfort. We aren’t always aware of situations  
unless family or friends notify us.

Your Gift Makes  
a Difference

Your gift to Congregation Achduth Vesholom helps us 
offer a wide range of worship services, educational oppor-

tunities, cultural programs, social events, and  
activities to build and strengthen Jewish community.

Thank you for your support! 

Explore our Tribute Funds 
or make a Donation

https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
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September Yahrzeits
September  
4-5
Lottie Albert
Irma Benson
Herbert Berger
Blanche Leiter Block
Clara Brosler
Etta Brower
Gita Bruckman
Hyman Doppelt
Alex Feldman
William Gitlin
Lottie Guttmacher
Dr. Morris “Fuzzy” Himelstein
Kirk Johnson
Sophia Maier Johnston
Rose J. Kaplan
Robert I. Kesselman
Asher Lechleidner-Stoll
Sam Levin
Hamin Ochstein
Betty Lehman Pollak
Lloyd Ray
Lawrence Ress
Marian Rodman
Pearl Russ
Moses Safirstein
Seymour Samet
Marilyn Sax
Irene P. Sherr
Fannie Spanjer
Jacob Weil
Steve Weitzman
Nelson W. Williams
Goldie Yaffe

September 11-12
Herb Albert
Grace Becker
Adolph Brateman
Max Dubrowin
Rabbi Eddie Fox
Harry Fryefield
John Gilbert
Irving Golder
Ryan Goldstrom
Joseph Goltz
Lilly Hertzman
Rose Kaufman Himelstein
Ruby Jackson
Mildred K. Jacobs

Shirley Komito
Edward Krainess
Carole Krainess
Michael Kupersmith
Moses Lamley
Steven Warren Landy
Sam Landy
Eduard Lefand
Laura Himmelstein Levine
Theodore Levy
Leah Cohen Malay
Ethel Mansbach
Katie Meyer
Dorys Meyers
Robert Nusholtz
Dr. Abraham J. Ochstein
Lillian Facks Ochstein
William. J. Platka
Nate Pollack
Francine Schubert
Leah Schulman
Gerlinde Schwartz
Jeanetta A. Silverman
Jack Singer
Irmgard A. Stein
Thelma Strouse
Nettie Stumpf
Inez Zacharia

September  
18-19
Gladys Adams
Lloyd Amster
Claudine Bartel
Minnette Baum
Benjamin Becker
Leah Berebitsky
Jack Berger
Joe Blumenthal
Blanche Boyles
Louis Israel Brateman
Lottie Colucci
Joseph Cristil
Daniel Daniel
Terri Darienzo
Jack I. Dubrove
Clifford Ewing
Adolph Greenebaum
Frieda Hyman
Goldye Kaplan
Tobi Greenspan Kepes

Adrienne Korr
Leonid Isakovich Kyner
Charles Leopold
Howard Levin
Jennie Levitetz Levis
Joseph Mayer Levy
Becky (Betty) Lichtscien
Sidney Motel
Jack Moyer
Julius Nathan
Mariam Nemeroff
Barry Pass
Mary Peurye
William Pollak
Ronald Repka
Benjamin Rosenberg
Henry Schwartz
Fay Slutsky
Mashe Soloway
David Spanjer
Pamela Spielman
Kathy Stoller
Bruce Stone
Emmanuel Warshauer
Irvin I. Weinraub
Ida Weinstein
Judith Zala

September 25
Sidney Barasch
Edward Baum
Charles Bernstein
Sarah Bosell
Herman Brateman
Rose Carol Brown
Helen Coffman
Yelena Drozdova
Israel Edelman
Ernest Einstein
Jim Etzler
Rena Farber
Evelyn Feldman
Nathan Fine
Bella Rachel Fink
Morris Fogel
JoEllen Fredrick

Louis Goldberg
Ida Golden
Sheldon Goltz
Israel Hattner
Arnold Hirschberg
Elias Horn
Milton Jay
Freda M. Kaplan
Isabel Kaskel
Barbara Katinsky
Siegmund Kaufman
George King
Shirley Ruth Konigsberg
Ricka Lehman
Jacqueline Levin
Renee Levin
Raymond Levis
Sima Lowenhar
Joseph Lowenhar
Lucile K. Marx
Simon Merin
Fanny Merin
Siegmund Merin
Lillian Starr Messe
Jennie Morris
R. J. O’Neill
Esther Rothschild
Mark Ruben
Tillie Schubert
Frances Shine
Simon Singer
Harold M. Smith
Jane Stiefel
Daniel Stut
Ira Tanner
Harry Turansky
Rose Walters
Rose Wattenberg
Rose Steiber Weinraub
Esther Rose Weinstein
Samuel N. Weinstein
Sophie Harmon Wetstein
Louella Williams
Felix Zweig
Morris Zweig

Condolences To
BRIAN SOURS AND FAMILY on the death of  
his father, James Allen Sours, on August 2, 2026  
in Fort Wayne.
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October Yahrzeits
October 2-3
Isadore Besser
Gertrude Brateman
Marvin Cristil
Betty Desmonde
Martin Dicker
Abraham Fichman
Dorothy Marks Fidler
Samuel Field
Charles “Bernie” Fine
Mollie Frank
Bernard Frankenstein
Ivan Franks
Gladys Friedman
Iva Gordon-Tutor
Karl Hesslein
Fannie Katz Kaplan
Lev Kletsky
Caroline Leopold
Herman Levin
Anna Levin
Clauda H. Levine
Oscar Mastbaum
Mary McIntrye
Milton Mendelblat
Josephine Mocle
Linda Shulkin - Nail
Dr. Bernard Ress
Namuel Roseman
Rose Rubenstein
Abbie Sax
Eleanore B. Schecter
Jennie Schneiderman
Harry Silberg
Louis Snow
Samuel L. Sposeep
Harry Wagner
Muriel Yentis
Robert M. Zacher
Abraham Zimmerman

October 9
Chester Ambler
Eula Black
Ruth A. Brenn
Israel L. Bronstein
Amelia Bruebach
Howard P. Cole
Harriet Cristil
Israel DuBow

Sally Fields
Rita Finkel
Marshall Glickman
Jack Goodman
Dorothy Gordon
Ruth Guerrasio
Jack Harmon Harris
Carol Harris
Byrde Jordan
Harry Komisarow
Marie Amber- Koons
Max Lee
Ernest A. Lowens
Morris Magazine
Libbie Mull
Tom O’Neill
Jean J. Pownall
Maurice Rothberg
Meyer Ruchman
Lona Ruchman
Herman Schubert
Ethelyn Seigman
David Seligman
Myrtle Shine
Melvin Shulkin
Don Sider
Alexander Simon
Hanna Singer
Charlotte Slutsky
Arlington Smith
Helen Snitzer
Barbara Strouse
Goldie Sunshine
Sonya Turetzky
Suzanne Watemberg
Pat Waterman
Mamie W. Wolf
Bessie Zacharia
Irving Zelinger

October 16-17
Jack Adelman
Harry Babich
Sophie Bass
Rosalie Becker
Harry Bosell
Sam Boudaie
Cathy Bradley
Sarah Brateman
Louis Bukowski
Barbara Cohen

Flora Dessauer
Bess Felstein
Ida Feltman
Eugenia Frank
Hyman Goldstine
Hortense M. Green
Phyllis Groman
Fredric Morgan Hefter
Irving Klein
Sidney Klepper
Karl Kohn
Irving W. Krohn
Caroline Levi
Jack Levin
Bertha Stein  
Lichtenberg
Fred Lipp
Jacob Mansbach
Betsy Mastbaum
Sharon McLochlin
Sylvia Werner  
Bernstein Meyers
Anna Porges
Robert Porwancher
Roberta Rezits
Maryleonne Ronsheim
Marco Rosanis
Jake Rovel
Mildred R. Schultz
Jeff Shulkin
Bert Silverstein
Loren Smith
Lazarus Stern
Sara Stern
Nellie Stillpass
Freida S. Strauss
Irving Walters
Anita Weinfield
Lou Weissman
Rose White
Al Zacher
Richard Zinn

October 23
Isabel Banks
Sam Barabash
Rahil Berkovich
Solomon Saul Bleifeld
Katherine Bosell
Kathy Chapman
Max Cohen

Simon Crell
Alice Golden
Bertram Hornstein
Mendel Hurwitz
Dorothy W. Hutner
Eva Jaffe
Herman B. Kaplan
Dena Levant
Max Levy
Abe Lipp
Fred Llewellyn
Ron Mendelblat
Manuel Michelson
Ruth Morris
Albert Nirdlinger
Gertrude Nusholtz
Sharlene Pass
Jacob Portman
Dorothy Reynolds
Jack Schwartz
Isidor Seelberg
Lottie Shatsky
Roger Sheyer
Robert E. Shine
Edith Thomson
Samuel Tillinger
Bernhard S. Trauerman
Alfons Warschawski
Bronnica Weinberg

October 30
Sonia Abrams
Goldye Appel
Ida Blumenthal
Samuel Brooks
Elliott Burkhardt
Hannah Crell
Pauline Cristil
George Droegmyer
Robert Edgar
Alfred Stern Engelhard
Diane Ervin
Rose Ewing
Minnie Fidler
Mitchell Goldstein
Lee Gottlieb
Joel Groden
Bertha F. Gross
Charles Gubitz
Mendel Himelstein
Esther E. King

Esther (Ebby)  
Krakower
Arlene Siegle Leib
Harold Lesser
Enid Lesser
Margaret Merin
Peggy (Frank) Murphy
Eli Nirdlinger
Art Perlman
Irving J. Pressman
Hillary Radovich
Henriette Rothschild
Sadie Rush
Regina de Lerner 
Safirstein
Nathan Sheray
Kathleen Shine
Mrs. Harry Silberg
David Lester Smith
Matilda Stiefel
Jacob Sunshine
Leo Sunshine
Joseph Sweedler
Alfred S. Weil
Joseph Weinraub
Adolph Wetstein
Louise A. Widdifield
Rosa Zweig
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We Welcome Your Comments
The Temple Board welcomes your comments and  
suggestions. We will do our best to address your  
questions and concerns. We value the diversity of  

viewpoints within our congregation. For information, 
please contact the Temple office at (260) 744-4245  

or office@templecav.org. President Beth Zweig  
can be reached at (260) 433-3244  

or president@templecav.org. 

5200 Old Mill Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46807
P: (260) 744-4245 F: (260) 744-4246
office@templecav.org
www.templecav.org

Charter Member of the Union For Reform Judaism
Meir Bargeron, Rabbi

The Temple is located at the Rifkin Campus at 5200. Our Campus partners  
are the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne, the Fort Wayne Jewish Cemetery  
Association, the PFW Institute for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Brightpoint 
Head Start, the Madge Rothschild Resource Center, and the Northeast Indiana 
Jewish Genealogy Society.

OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
President: Beth Zweig
President-Elect: Amy Krouse
VP Programs: Dawn Hammond
VP Finance: Sam Krouse
Secretary: Becky Guttstein

Geoffrey Gordon
Rachel Laing

Marnie Lowden
Mike Rush

Greg Shoup
Mimi Zelman

Rabbi Meir Bargeron: rabbi@templecav.org
Samara Sheray: Executive Director cavadmin@templecav.org
Beth Zweig: Bulletin Editor editor@templecav.org
Stephanie Gottesman: Youth Education and Family Engagement Director youth@templecav.org 
Just Sue Graphic Design: Bulletin Design

Want to receive our newsletter?  
Send your email address to office@templecav.org   

The deadline for the November Bulletin  
is Thursday, October 15.

Office Hours: Tuesday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

facebook.com/templecavfw Achduth Vesholom Congregation

President’s Corner
BETH ZWEIG
I was enjoying my morning coffee the other day, 
checking emails, reading headlines, and skimming 
Facebook. While doing the latter, an ad popped 
up for the Union for Reform Judaism Biennial that 
caused me to do a doubletake. It featured our own  
Amy Krouse, who was interviewed last spring while 

attending a Reform Movement leadership seminar in Denver.

Amy, the Temple’s president-elect, spoke about the friendships she 
found with people who taught her much about what it means to be 
a good leader for our congregation. I let her know about my dis-
covery and plans to share the reel that evening with the 2026-2027 
Temple Board at our orientation session.

It’s been clear to me for many months that the wonderful learning 
and connections that Amy experienced in the greater Jewish com-
munity already have benefitted our own congregation through her 
role with member engagement.

That evening she told our leadership about the importance of 
creating a greater sense of belonging at CAV. Amy encouraged 
us to meet one new person every time we walk through the door 
at Temple and to reach out to members by phone to offer holiday 
greetings. Both are among the steps we’re taking to build commu-
nity within our community.

Developing relationships is important as we enter the High Holy 
Days season. Please take the time to get acquainted with those you 
don’t know or see often. These small actions make a difference. 
They help establish a welcoming environment that connects 

and strengthens us as a congregation. It takes all of us to make it 
happen.

You’ll hear Rabbi Meir talk more as we begin 5787 about Hineini, 
a phrase that translates to “Here I am.”  Beyond simply answering 
when our name is called, it is a response of presence, openness, and 
readiness to answer life’s deepest callings. This theme will help us 
look at what it means to show up: for God, for one another, and for 
the work of becoming our best selves.

We invite you to our Learning Café on Wednesday, September 2 
when we discuss “Hineini: Answering The Call.” Bring your lunch 
and learn with us when Rabbi Meir offers an introduction through 
some powerful stories from the Hebrew Bible.

Earlier that morning, share in tikkun olam (repairing the world) by 
joining our Thoughtful Thursdays team as they assemble bags of 
food and household items for the Brightpoint Head Start students 
who attend class in our building.

The coming months are filled with enriching opportunities, includ-
ing lifelong learning, family activities, Meditation Shabbat, an art 
exhibit, b’nei mitzvah, simchas, and our 24th corned beef fundraiser. 
I’m grateful to Rabbi Meir, Executive Director Samara Sheray, the 
Temple staff, leadership, and volunteers who contribute so much to 
the well-being of the Temple.

Please join us often and become more involved in our congregation. 
The rewards are plentiful!

My husband, Dan, joins me in extending our warmest wishes for a 
healthy and happy New Year. L’shana Tovah!

L’shana 
Tovah

FROM THE TEMPLE BOARD AND STAFF
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