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Though our spirited Friday Night Live service on July 10 moved indoors due to weather, more than 120 Temple members, friends, and 
visiting family enjoyed a BBQ hosted by the ROMEOs and celebrated Shabbat, led by Rabbi Meir with Heartland Sings, under the direc-
tion of Maestro Robert Nance.

The evening began with a tasty BBQ of kosher hot dogs, veggie burgers, and accompaniments. During the service, we offered a 
blessing and sang “Happy Birthday” to Mike Dicker in honor of his 80th birthday. The congregation also offered a blessing for Cassie 
Balfanz as she relocates from Fort Wayne for a new job.

Thank you to the ROMEOs and Juliets - led by Denny Reynolds - for preparing another wonderful cookout for our congregation, as 
well as the Temple staff for their help. Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation for its support.
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We celebrated Pride Shabbat on July 24, with guest speaker 
Issac Young, Midwest Youth Engagement Manager of Keshet, 
during an inspiring evening of Torah, learning, and community.

Drawing on the week’s Torah portion, Issac reminded us that 
God’s covenant is renewed by each generation through each 
generation through the choices we make – and challenged 
us to ensure that LGBTQ+ Jewish youth know they are seen, 
valued, safe, and fully belong in Jewish life.

In conjunction with Fort Wayne Pride, the service, led by 
Rabbi Meir, included readings and prayers inspired by the 
LGBTQ+ experience. We learned from Issac about Keshet, 
which works for the full equality, justice, and dignity of 
LGBTQ+ Jews and their families in Jewish life.

We were honored to have Temple members Harriet Miller 
& Monica Wehrle kindle the Shabbat candles. They were 
plaintiffs in the lawsuit against the State of Indiana in 2014 
successfully fighting for marriage equality.

Thank you to Rabbi Meir Bargeron & Jon Tam and Beth & 
Dan Zweig for the lovely Oneg Shabbat. The delicious and 
vibrant rainbow challah was back again this year, made 
by Joanne McCrory, Jon Tam, and Beth Zweig. Watch the 
service.

mailto:https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DkPfWjrhDta4?subject=
mailto:https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DkPfWjrhDta4?subject=
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Journey with NEIJGS on “The Last Ships from Hamburg,”  
“From the Shtetl to Indiana,” and More
The Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society is pleased to offer a year of stimulating programming in 2026-2027:

Meet Your Mishpocha

NEIJGS is excited to once again include a Meet Your Mishpocha event as part of our fall programming and in celebration  
of Family History Month. This year’s gathering will take place during Shabbat services on Friday, October 30 at 6 p.m. at  
Congregation Achduth Vesholom, followed by an Oneg Shabbat. NEIJGS Vice President and Temple member Pamela Friedman  
will share her family story.

The Last Ships from Hamburg

Historian and author Steven Ujifusa, whose 
acclaimed book The Last Ships from Ham-
burg: Business, Rivalry, and the Race to 
Save Russia’s Jews on the Eve of World War 
I explores the dramatic story of Eastern 
European Jewish immigration to America on 

Sunday, November 15 at 2 p.m. on Zoom. This compelling work 
sheds light on a pivotal chapter in Jewish history.

Steven is an award-winning author and historian whose work 
has been featured on NPR, CBS Sunday Morning, and other na-
tional media outlets. He holds degrees from Harvard University 
and the University of Pennsylvania.

Immigration, Naturalization,  
and Citizenship Records

In February, nationally recognized genealo-
gist Alec Ferretti will lead a three-part online 
series focused on immigration, naturalization, 
and citizenship records.

Alec is a professional genealogist based in New York City and 
a leading advocate for public access to historical records. He 
serves as President of the New York Genealogy & Technology 
Group and is a frequent national speaker on records access and 
genealogy law.

Join NEIJGS and the ACPL Genealogy Center us on three 
Wednesdays at 2 p.m. on Zoom:

• February 10 - Immigration Law and the Paper Trail

• February 17 – Naturalization and Citizenship Records

• �February 24 - Navigating the United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) Genealogy Program

Changing Borders

Jill Whitehead joins us on Sunday, April 11 
at 1:30 p.m. to guide us through the shifting 
political landscape of Central and Eastern 
Europe from 1569 through the post-World 
War II era.

Topics include:

The Russian Empire and the Pale of Settlement

Austro-Hungarian, Prussian/German, and Ottoman territories

Border changes between and after the World Wars

How these historical changes impact genealogical research 
today

Jill is a retired social research manager, local historian, and coun-
cil member of the Jewish Genealogical Society of Great Britain. 
Her own family history spans a region whose borders changed 
repeatedly over generations, making her uniquely qualified to 
help genealogists navigate these complexities.

From the Shtetl to Indiana: Retracing the 
Paths of Jewish and Other Migrants from 
Eastern Europe after 1860

Our spring season concludes with a special 
full-day program with Dr. Tobias Brinkmann 
on Sunday, May 2 from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

at the ACPL Genealogy Center and on Zoom.

Highlights include:

A full day of learning and discussion

Insights into Eastern European migration patterns

A special afternoon conversation with Michael Brown, Executive 
Director of the Indiana Jewish Historical Society

Exploration of the IJHS archives, IJHS founder Joe Levine (z”l), 
and local Jewish history

Guided tours of the ACPL Genealogy Center

Dr. Brinkmann is the Malvin and Lea Bank Professor of Jewish 
Studies and History at Penn State University and an internation-
ally recognized scholar of Jewish migration and history.

https://neindianajgs.org/
https://neindianajgs.org/
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Enjoy an Evening with 
Bourbon Tasting and 
Great Company

Celebrate with the  
Jewish Federation  
of Fort Wayne at a  
complimentary bourbon 
tasting on Saturday, 
August 29 at 7 p.m.  
at the Rifkin Campus! 

Join your Jewish community for an enjoyable 
evening of tasting, noshing, and great com-
pany. Admission is free and all in our Jewish 
community are welcome (must be over 21 to 
attend).

Please RSVP by Thursday, August 20 to  
office@fwjf.org OR (260) 456-0400.

Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon Founda-
tion for its continued generous support.

Ladies’ Night Out — Join Us For Dinner!
There’s nothing quite like good food and great conversation with fellow  
Jewish women in our community! The Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne’s 
ladies’ dinners have been a wonderful way to connect, and we’d love to see 
you at the table.

Each dinner begins at 6 p.m., and guests pay for their own meal. Mark your 
calendar for  Wednesday, August 19 at Tequila Mexican Restaurant on  
Jefferson Boulevard

Please RSVP one week before dinner at office@fwjf.org or leave a message 
at (260) 456-0400. All Jewish women in our community are warmly  
welcome. We hope to see you there!

Hoosier Jewish Legends 
Named
Six people will be recognized as Hoosier Jew-
ish Legends by the Indiana Jewish Historical 
Society on Sunday, August 30, including for-
mer Temple member Vivian Lansky Skadron.

She served as Executive Director of the Jew-
ish Federation of Fort Wayne from 1987-1996. 
Vivian also was a leader at the Temple, serv-
ing as Religious School principal, Sisterhood 
president, and a board member. She lives with 
her husband, George, in Albuquerque, where 
she has also been very active in the Jewish 
community.

The program will take place at 1 p.m. at the 
Indianapolis Jewish Community Center.

Other recipients are Douglas & Sandra Barton 
of South Bend, Lori Moss (z”l) of Westfield, 
and David Sanders of West Lafayette.

Romeos Begin New Year  
of Lunches & Schmooze
The ROMEOs (Retired Old Men Eating Out) will begin a new year of 
twice-monthly lunches on Thursday, August 6 at noon at Club Soda, 235 E. 
Superior St., continuing a tradition launched in 2012 when the guys started 
gathering to share stories, meals, and friendship.

Their social time has expanded over the years to include supporting con-
gregational events in big ways – including the BBQ a few weeks ago before 
Friday Night Live and the upcoming Break-the-Fast on September 21.

Under the leadership of Denny Reynolds, the ROMEOs will continue to  
meet for regular lunches together most months on the 1st and 3rd Thursday. 
To find out more or join the chaverim, please contact Denny at  
dennisreynolds@me.com. Find the 2026-2027 schedule

Your Gift Makes a Difference
Your gift to Congregation Achduth Vesholom helps  

us offer a wide range of worship services, educational  
opportunities, cultural programs, social events, and  

activities to build and strengthen Jewish community.

Thank you for your support! 

Explore our Tribute Funds 
or make a Donation

http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tequilafw.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8a35914fae86473223dc08dee0d68124%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639195409050801118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lNxhXah7y5WNGta5lZ7hntksLfmxcZ%2BAN%2Bfx%2Fs4a5jY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tequilafw.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C8a35914fae86473223dc08dee0d68124%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639195409050801118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lNxhXah7y5WNGta5lZ7hntksLfmxcZ%2BAN%2Bfx%2Fs4a5jY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ijhs.org/hoosier-legends/
https://www.ijhs.org/hoosier-legends/
https://www.ijhs.org/hoosier-legends/
https://www.ijhs.org/
https://www.ijhs.org/
https://www.ijhs.org/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://mcusercontent.com/0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef/files/1167385d-2547-0af8-9554-5a492a9bec9c/ROMEO_LUNCH_LIST_2026_2027_25Jun2026.01.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef/files/838ca6b7-f71d-995f-6094-a3e15a094ef7/ROMEO_LUNCH_LIST_2026_2027_25Jun2026.02.pdf
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
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Donations

Jack & Gertrude Adelman Facility  
Improvement Fund

In memory of Dr. Todd Sider,  
Joel Deitch, Isadore (Al) Adelman:  
Larry & Carol Adelman

B’nai Jacob (Conservative)  
Judaism Fund

A donation was received from:  
Christa Cartwright

In memory of Niesie Shulkin:  
Susie Miller; Marcia & Denny Reynolds

General Operations

A donation was received from:  
Jessica & Roger Ash; Juan Suarez; Rachel 
& Geoffrey Gordon; Susan & Ronald  
Jackson; Christa Cartwright; Jamie &  
Jonathan Berger; Stuart Block

In memory of Barbara Congress and  
Cheryl Gannon: Marcia & Denny Reynolds

In memory of Henry Kepes:  
Micki & Sherwin Kepes

In memory of Manny Silverman:  
Jane Downey

In memory of Myer Levin: Jason Levin

In memory of Sidney Motel: Karen Sandler

In memory of Niesie Shulkin: Jonathan 
& Jamie Berger; Janet Finkel; Jo Ellen & 
Michael Rush; Mimi & Don Zelman;  
Beth & Dan Zweig

In memory of Steve Trotter: Jonathan & 
Jamie Berger; William & Carol Hopkins; 
Linda & Michael Iczkovitz; Chris  
& Paul Riley; Jo Ellen & Michael Rush; 
Wendy & Micah Soltz

In honor of Mike Dicker’s 80th Birthday:  
Jo Ellen & Michael Rush; Mimi &  
Don Zelman

Holocaust Memorial Fund

A donation was received from: Ezri Renner

In memory of Margot Field: Steven Field

Library Fund

A donation was received from: Ezri Renner

In memory of Adria Sax and Niesie 
Shulkin: Enid & Stanley Rosenblatt

Maestro Robert Nance  
Cultural Arts Program Fund

A donation was received from Maestro 
Robert Nance; the Patricia Mae Adsit 
Foundation; Rabbi Meir Bargeron & Jon 
Tam; Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund; Beth & 
Dan Zweig

Nancy and Mike Dicker Youth  
& Religious School Fund

In memory of Albert Schnitt:  
Nancy & Mike Dicker

In honor of Mike Dicker’s 80th Birthday:  
Maureen & Alan Grinsfelder; Chris & Paul 
Riley; Ronnie & Norm Greenberg; Marcia & 
Denny Reynolds; Doris Gottlieb;  
Beth & Dan Zweig

Olive Tree – Leaf

In memory of Steve Trotter: Colette Levy

Dr. John Planer Music Fund

In memory of Nettie Gottlieb:  
Doris Gottlieb

Project Assist – Thoughtful Thursdays

A donation was received from:  
Fort Wayne Medical Society Foundation; 
Christa Cartwright

In memory of Berenice & Harold Smith: 
Cindi & Richard Wismer

In memory of Steve Trotter: Carol & 
Larry Adelman; Fran & Irv Adler; Cheri 
Buker; Elissa & Steve Cohen; Susan & Alan 
Cooperman; Ronald Cousino; Ronnie & 
Norm Greenberg; Maureen & Alan  
Grinsfelder; Janet & Andrew Katz; Marnie 
Lowden; Susie Miller; Amy Muha; Marcia & 
Denny Reynolds; Jo Ellen & Michael Rush; 
Cindi & Richard Wismer; Judy & Steve 
Zacher; Beth & Dan Zweig

In memory of Steve Trotter & Niesie 
Shulkin: Jamie & Jonathan Berger

Rabbi Kornspan Tzedakah Fund

A donation was received from:  
Jan & Bill Chambers; Christa Cartwright

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

A donation was received from:  
Christa Cartwright

In memory of Steve Trotter: Cheri Buker

In memory of Niesie Shulkin:  
Deborah Henning; Josh & Donna Tourkow

In memory of Steve Trotter: Cathy Lash

In memory of Jerry Friedman:  
Norma Friedman

In appreciation of the unveiling in memory 
of Steve Herman: Herman Family

Religious School Fund

A donation was received from: 
Rachel & Geoffrey Gordon

In memory of Art & Helaine Kann Hill:  
Suzi Stone

In memory of Beatrice S. Motel:  
Karen Sandler

ROMEOs

A donation was received from:  
Becky Guttstein; Jewish Federation of  
Fort Wayne; Shai Hadashi; Deborah Bauer; 
Joanne & Elliott McCrory;  
Christa Cartwright

In memory of Steve Trotter: Cheri Buker

In honor of the ROMEOs:  
Amy & Sam Krouse

Temple Gardens

In honor of Becky Guttstein & Mark Eckert 
and in memory of Niesie Shulkin:  
Ronnie & Norm Greenberg

In memory of Amelia Butz:  
Nola & Matthew Katinsky

Tree of Life - Leaf

A donation was received from:  
Heather Bokhart

In memory of Steve Trotter: Loui Marver

We Care
Please let the Temple office or Rabbi Meir know if a family member is in the hospital or if other situations arise when the 

congregation may be of assistance or comfort. We aren’t always aware of situations unless family or friends notify us.
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August Yahrzeits
July 31- 
August 1
Marcus Block
Jeanne F.  
Bransilver
Dr. Harold Cline
Cynthia Cremer
Bertha Doran
Virginia Calisch  
Fairman
Bill Fox
Adelaide Frank
Lillian Goldenberg
Morris Goldin
Carrie Broda  
Goodman
Mollie Greensfelder
Sol Hutner
Clifford Jones
Terri Katz
Fraida Rivah Klein
Selma Kline
Cathy Krainess
Eugene Kraus, Sr.
Sarah Latker
David Lauferty
Blanche Leopold
David Lichtscien
Dr. Donald Mark
Yetta Michelson
Owen Miller
Beatrice S. Motel
Max Moyer
Robert O’Neill
William Edward 
Pownall
Abe Rubenstein
Gladys Rudin
Irene Sachs  
Singerman
David Salnitsky
Phyllis Sarratore
Charlotte Gilbert 
Schiff
Judy Schwartz
Harry Segal
Mrs. E.M. Shonfield
Jeffrey Silver
Adele Snow
Ruth Strauss
Rivka Sweedler
Babette Trauerman
Charles Wigod
Harvey Wolf

August 7
David Babich
Dennis Berquist
Bernard  
Blumenthal
Mary Bronstein
Minnie Cahn
Louis Hansen  
“Joe” Carter
Ethel Eisbart
Frieda Erman
Sam Fried
Joe Gerson
Iris Sands Gilbert
Jack Golden
Herschel Gorelick
Betty Heller
Louis Hirschberg
Minniem Hornstein
Brokha Koyfman
Abraham Kurtz
Samuel Laderman
Frances Lare
Nahum Lefand
Chester M. Leopold
Ralph Levin
Joseph Levine
Rita Lewis
Hyman Liberman
Tanya Luark
Gertrude Moyer
Frederick 
Nirdlinger
Reiva Orenstein
Phillipine Pet-
schenek
Isaac Roseman
Dorothy Rothberg
Joseph S.  
Rothschild
Ruth L. Rothschild
Corrine Ruben
Gertrude Schuster 
Sampson
Molly Sandel
Joseph Schmitz
Benedict Schulman
Sylvia Sommer
Bea Turin
Donald M.  
Wasserman
Adeline F.  
Wetzstein 

August 14-15
Solomon Ackerman
Rosie Adams
Melvin Binderman
Aaron Boernstein
Mollie Bronstein
Gary William Cohn
Barbara Congress
Clara Riddner Field
Albert Fishbein
Esther Gabe
Meyer Goldfarb
Amelia (Mollie) 
Hutner
Arnold Katinsky
Esther King
Sara Konkel
Morris Krainess
Samuel Kraus
Mildred Kurtz
Maxine Landy
Gilbert Landy
Claude K. Lee
Michael Hunter 
Leib
Susan Schiller 
Leibow
Sam Levin
Ronald Louis Levin
Frances Lowens
Lillian Meyers
Lina Miller
Abe Nemeroff
Thea Nordtvedt
Bertha Ochstein
Beatrice (Bobo) 
Ochstein

Anna Pallas
Nelson W. Pollak
Esther Schmitz
Arthur A. Simon
Betty Stein
Henya Rose Walter
Harold Wolf
Eric Wolfe
Alex Young

August 21
Abe Ackerman
Lillian Benson
Sophie Bialick
Robert B. Black
Estelle Block
Dan Bradley
Peggy Perrine 
Fredrick Conover
June Deitch
Abraham Dicker
Harry Felstein
Molly Fox
Lena Frank
Robert Gaskill
Joseph Goldberg
Joe Goldstine
Paul Grossman
Abner Grover
Phyllis Himelstein
Sara M. Jay
Max Kaposky
David Kempler
William “Bill” 
Lesser
Harry Lorber

Isaac Oppenheim
Joseph Ostertag
Louise L. Pollak
Howard M.  
Ronsheim
Paul Edward 
Rothenberg
Hugh Rynearson
Florence Schecter
Minnie Frank 
Schloss
Berenice Smith
Ben Soloff
Russell Solomon
Rebecca Strass
Edith Subeck
Blanche Sulkin
Abraham Weil
Lorraine Weinswig
Kalman Wolf
David Zeemont

August 28
Abe Beck
Claire Beer
Anna Bluestein
Rose Boches
Earl Brenn
Dora Buxbaum
David Cohen
Jeffrey Colegrove
Joe Congress
Betty Dubinsky
Leonid  
Finkelshteyn
Henry A. Fleck

Dorothy B. Gold
Henry Grinsfelder
Susan Hakey
Morton F.  
Haslacher
Mary Louise Kaplan
Michael M. Katz
Fira Kutsenok
Osvey Leybman
Hubert Loeser
Howard Maier
Jean Lewy Marx
Norah Lee McKee
Rex P. Mercer
Jay Philip  
Oppenheim
Abner Rosenberg
Rose Leib Rothman
Eugenia Russ
Frank Salon
Dorothy R. Salon
Morris Schuster
Alfred Seiken
Abraham Siegel
Harriet Weitzman
Mentor Wetstein
Henriette Wolf
Phil Zacharia

Condolences To
SALLY TROTTER AND FAMILY on the death of her husband, Steve, on 
July 2, 2026 in Fort Wayne. We also think of Annie & Chad Gernady and 
their children, Sam and Leah, on the loss of her father and their grandfa-
ther.

DONNA & JOSH TOURKOW AND FAMILY on the death of her sister 
Niesie Shulkin on June 25, 2026 in Fort Wayne. We also think of Aliza 
Tourkow on the loss of her aunt.

THE FAMILY OF ANNE ROSEN, a former long-time Temple member, 
who died on June 20, 2026 in Tucson, Arizona. We think of her sons, 
Steve and Larry, and their families.

MARIE TILLINGER BLOCK AND FAMILY on the death of her husband, 
Stuart Block, on July 15, 2026 in St. Louis. They were former members of 
Congregation B’nai Jacob.
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We Welcome Your Comments
The Temple Board welcomes your comments and  
suggestions. We will do our best to address your  
questions and concerns. We value the diversity of  

viewpoints within our congregation. For information, 
please contact the Temple office at (260) 744-4245  

or office@templecav.org. President Beth Zweig  
can be reached at (260) 433-3244  

or president@templecav.org. 

5200 Old Mill Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46807
P: (260) 744-4245 F: (260) 744-4246
office@templecav.org
www.templecav.org

Charter Member of the Union For Reform Judaism
Meir Bargeron, Rabbi

The Temple is located at the Rifkin Campus at 5200. Our Campus partners  
are the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne, the Fort Wayne Jewish Cemetery  
Association, the PFW Institute for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Brightpoint 
Head Start, the Madge Rothschild Resource Center, and the Northeast Indiana 
Jewish Genealogy Society.

OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
President: Beth Zweig
President-Elect: Amy Krouse
VP Programs: Dawn Hammond
VP Finance: Sam Krouse
Secretary: Becky Guttstein

Geoffrey Gordon
Rachel Laing

Marnie Lowden
Greg Shoup

Micah Soltz
Mimi Zelman

Rabbi Meir Bargeron: rabbi@templecav.org
Samara Sheray: Executive Director cavadmin@templecav.org
Beth Zweig: Bulletin Editor editor@templecav.org
Stephanie Gottesman: Youth Education and Family Engagement Director youth@templecav.org 
Just Sue Graphic Design: Bulletin Design

Want to receive our newsletter?  
Send your email address to office@templecav.org   

The deadline for the September/October Bulletin  
is Friday, August 14.

Office Hours: Tuesday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

facebook.com/templecavfw Achduth Vesholom Congregation

President’s Corner
BETH ZWEIG
When I arrived in the Temple kitchen a few weeks 
ago, a printed checklist posted on the refrigerator 
was very clear: “Thursday Food Prep will begin after 
2:00 on 9 July 2026.” The ROMEOs were readying 
a barbeque for 100+ members, family, and friends 
the next day before our popular Friday Night Live 

service with Heartland Sings.

No detail was too small to be left to chance. The plentiful to-do 
items included cleaning work, food prep, and staging area details. 
Making coleslaw, slicing tomatoes, and gathering steam table trays. 
Mapping placement of hot dogs, veggie burgers, and drinks. Start 
times for lighting the grill, icing drinks, and assembling s’more 
ingredients. Truly a great lesson in breaking down a big project into 
small pieces.  

This meticulous planning is quintessential Denny Reynolds, chair 
of the Retired Old Men Eating Out. He’s a veteran volunteer who 
is impressively organized, dedicated, kind, and hard-working. His 
precision planning and willingness to help has blessed our congre-
gation for years.

When I asked that day how I could help, Denny told me simply to 
look at the list, choose an item, and then check it off the list upon 
completion. After drying dishes and a few other tasks, I watched the 
bustle of activity, marveling at the team of seasoned folks and new 
volunteers eager to pitch in.

Under Denny’s leadership, the group worked together to ensure 
a wonderful Shabbat experience for our Temple family. For me, 

helping in this way seemed satisfying and rewarding – sentiments 
that aren’t lost on Denny. When I thanked him, he told me there’s no 
need.

“This is the feel-good part of volunteering,” Denny said.

That succinct explanation in the middle of a busy afternoon stayed 
with me. It reminded me of the power of connection and the pos-
itive feeling that comes from helping with something larger than 
ourselves. It helps strengthen us as a community. And we can’t do it 
without you.

In recent weeks, rainbow challah bakers shared a fun day creating 
delicious bread for Pride Shabbat. Executive Committee members 
planned a board orientation.

Looking ahead, volunteers are working on the next exhibit for the 
new art gallery in the foyer. Still others are focused on a successful 
24th Corned Beef Fundraiser.

Our Thoughtful Thursdays crew is preparing to bag food and 
household items for Brightpoint Head Start students when school 
begins. Religious School teachers return to the classroom soon. And 
the Social Action team is working on Hot Topics Shabbat and the 
holiday food drive.

Please consider finding your own “feel-good part of volunteering” 
during the coming weeks and months. (See page 3.) We have many 
opportunities to build friendships, to explore interests, to support 
Temple life, and to contribute meaningfully to our k’hilla kedosha 
(holy community).

Searching Together
A Hasidic parable attributed to Rabbi Chayim  
of Tzanz tells of two travelers lost in a forest.  
One asks the other, “Show me the way out.”  

The second replies, “I cannot. I am lost as well.  
But I can tell you which paths do not lead out. 

Come, let us search for the way together.”

Elul – the period of introspection leading to the  
High Holy Days - begins on Wednesday, evening, 

August 12. Join us throughout the season.

mailto:president%40templecav.org?subject=
mailto:office%40templecav.org?subject=

