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Wrapping Up My First School Year
STEPHANIE GOTTESMAN 
Youth Education and Family Engagement Director

As I reach the end of my first year as a Jewish 
educator, I am feeling deeply humbled. I knew 
stepping into this role would teach me a lot, 
but I could never have anticipated just how 
much I would learn about Judaism, leadership, 
children, parenting, community, and (perhaps 
especially) about myself.

We call Torah an Etz Chayim (Tree of Life). This 
year, I came to understand that metaphor in 

a new way. Like a tree stretching upward, there has been so much 
growth this year. I’ve found joy, purpose, and challenge in this role, 
and have grown through teaching, learning alongside our students, 
and building relationships within our community. My connection to 
Judaism and Torah has deepened as I’ve prepared lessons, taught 
students of all ages, and immersed myself deeper into Jewish life.

But the growth was not solely mine. It happened throughout our 
Religious School community.

Our children have blossomed this year in more than their Jewish 
knowledge. They’ve bloomed in their confidence, openness, and 
connection to each other. We welcomed new faces across every 
age group, and slowly our classrooms became places of belonging, 
sometimes through facing challenges and moving through them 
together.

I also watched our teachers and volunteers grow. Week after week, 
they showed up not only to teach, but to learn about our students 
and deepen their own connection to this beautiful Tree of Life. To-
gether, we experimented with new ideas, reflected on what worked 
and what didn’t, and built a stronger learning community together.

As the year went on, something really special began to happen. Our 
students started sharing more of themselves. Some spoke honestly 
about what it feels like to grow up Jewish in a city where we are a 
very small minority during a time when being visibly Jewish can feel 
complicated. In those moments, Rabbi Meir and I had the privilege 
of reminding them that they are not alone. That this community is 
here to hold, support, and celebrate them.

And celebrate them we did! When students in our older class made 
drawings in Wendy Soltz’s guest Torah lecture, she kept them to 
share at the adult Lifelong Learning class several weeks later. At our 
Maccabiah Games, a preteen student amazed us all by performing 
Hatikvah on guitar and leading the entire group in singing for Israel. 
Every week, we shared photos of art projects, learning, and laugh-
ter. They are so worth celebrating.

Our Religious School will continue to grow as we head into sum-
mer and start planning for next school year. I am deeply grateful to 
everybody that contributed to the 2025-2026 school year. If you’re 
interested in getting to experience this firsthand along with us, 
please reach out. We’d love to grow with you.

YOUTH NEWS Religious School Registration 
Opens July 1
Religious School registration for the 2026–2027 school year 
will open on July 1! We are looking forward to another year 
of meaningful Jewish learning, connection, and community. 

Families who register by July 31 will receive early bird 
pricing. Students must be registered by August 15 to ensure 
they have materials for the first weeks of school. 

The first day of Religious School will be Sunday, August 23. 
Additional information about tuition, curriculum, and class 
placements will be shared later this summer, so keep your 
eyes on the weekly emails or visit our website.

Looking forward to another great school year!

The Religious School year ended on May 17 with the 
Maccabiah Games. On a gorgeous day, our students 
played outdoor games, made giant bubbles, and 
cheered each other on. We enjoyed a delicious lunch 
of pizza, with sides and sweet treats brought by parent 
volunteers. Teams competed to determine where this 
year’s tzedakah collection would be donated, with the 
Blue Team choosing Humane Fort Wayne.

Rabbi Meir presented three students with Hebrew 
Achievement Awards for their hard work and dedica-
tion. The day ended on a particularly meaningful note 
as one of our students proudly led us in Hatikvah on his 
guitar. Thank you to everybody who contributed time 
and effort to this beautiful morning!



 

Share A Joy Vey Morning
Families with young children are invited to join us for Joy Vey! A Kid-ish 
Shabbat on Saturday, June 13 at 10:30 a.m. at the Temple, led by Rabbi Meir 
with music by Sam Krouse.

Introduce your child to the beauty of a Shabbat morning service with 
prayer, singing, movement, joyfulness, and friends. Folks are encouraged to 
stick around afterwards for a nosh and social time.

Joy Vey will not meet in July. Please save the date to join us when Musician 
Juliette Nehring joins us for Shabbat morning on Saturday, August 8 at 
10:30 a.m.

Strikes & Solidarity: Temple  
Youth Group Bowling Night
Join the Temple Youth Group for a night of bowling, food, 
and community giving.

It’s time to lace up those bowling shoes! Jewish teens in 
8th through 12th grades are invited to join us on Sunday, 
May 31 from 6-8 p.m. for an evening of bowling and great 
company. This is a free event, including bowling, snacks, 
and sliders. Please RSVP to youth@templecav.org by 
Monday, May 25. Location information will be provided in 
weekly e-mail sent to Temple members, or by calling the 
Temple office. 

In the spirit of tikkun olam (repairing the world), we are 
incorporating tzedakah into our night. Please bring a 
donation to Humane Fort Wayne (minimum $5 recom-
mended). Let’s make a positive impact while we aim for 
those strikes!

This bowling night marks the exciting first event of our 
newly revived Temple Youth Group! Our goal is to create 
a vibrant, welcoming space for the next generation of 
our congregation to build lasting friendships, explore our 
Jewish values, and engage in meaningful social action 
projects. We are looking forward to a year full of fun, con-
nection, and community growth.

Congratulations to:

MATTHEW HADASHI on his graduation from Carroll High School. 
He plans to attend Purdue University in West Lafayette. Proud 
Parents are Shai Hadashi and Leah Zimmerman.
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Camp Joe Starts on June 22
The Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne’s Camp Joe begins on June 22 at 
Metea County Park!

Three one-week sessions are offered on June 22 - 26, June 29 - July 3 
and July 6 - 10. Register for one, two or all three weeks! 

http://www.fwjf.org
http://www.fwjf.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fallencountyparks.org%2Fparks%2Fmetea%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C4bb1eb3020fa491e64de08de57744d6c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639044354179788232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NIHx%2FCgulsREWU1rKqXNOYsjvGagGXQiTA%2FWB4AyYXw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fallencountyparks.org%2Fparks%2Fmetea%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C4bb1eb3020fa491e64de08de57744d6c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639044354179788232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NIHx%2FCgulsREWU1rKqXNOYsjvGagGXQiTA%2FWB4AyYXw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffwjf.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F01%2F2026-Camp-Joe-FILLABLE-Application-1.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C4bb1eb3020fa491e64de08de57744d6c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639044354179805971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hg1p2PVOHhHFEX1AoGiDJvZtkLddPYvbP1X0yDUdy5U%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffwjf.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F01%2F2026-Camp-Joe-FILLABLE-Application-1.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7C4bb1eb3020fa491e64de08de57744d6c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639044354179805971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hg1p2PVOHhHFEX1AoGiDJvZtkLddPYvbP1X0yDUdy5U%3D&reserved=0
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Candidates for  
the 2026-2027 
Leadership
The Board Development Com-
mittee presents the following 
slate of officers and trustees 
for the 2026-2027 fiscal year, 
beginning July 1.

OFFICERS

Serving a two-year term  
ending in June 2027

President: Beth Zweig 
President-Elect: 
Amy Krouse

Nominated for 1-year  
term ending in June 2027

Vice President Programs:  
Dawn Hammond 
Vice President Finance:  
Sam Krouse 
Secretary: Becky Guttstein

TRUSTEES

Nominated for a 2-year  
term ending in June 2028

Rachel Laing

Marnie Lowden

Mimi Zelman

TRUSTEES

Serving a 2-year term  
ending in June 2028

Geoff Gordon

Greg Shoup

Micah Soltz

Outgoing Board Members: 
David Crell, Kate Crell,  
and Nick Young

Thank you to the Board  
Development Committee: 
Amy Krouse and Dawn  
Hammond (co-chairs),  
Geoffrey Gordon, Sam  
Krouse, and Mike Rush

Annual 
Meeting Stay Informed About Temple  

News at 178th Annual Meeting
Please join us for the Temple’s 178th Annual Meeting on Wednesday, June 3 at 7 p.m. to 
learn about continued efforts to strengthen member engagement, an early sponsorship 
boost for our 24th Corned Beef Fundraiser, and significant legacy gifts to help sustain 
the congregation.

Please join us in person or on Zoom when we also vote on the 2026-2027 budget and 
candidates for Temple leadership.

During the meeting, President Beth Zweig, the Board of Directors, Rabbi Meir Bargeron, 
and Executive Director Samara Sheray will review the past year’s activities and look at 
what’s ahead. Stephanie Gottesman, the Temple’s Youth Education and Family Engage-
ment Director, will tell us about her first year in the new role.

The Annual Meeting will include recognition of outgoing board members David Crell, 
Kate Crell, and Nick Young for their service and members of the L’dor Vador Legacy Soci-
ety for indicating they’ve made a planned gift to the congregation. We’ll also present the 
William Brosler Award for Outstanding Volunteerism.

Members in good standing will be able to vote in person, in real time via Zoom, or by 
absentee online ballot. 

Become Legacy Society Member  
with Planned Gift
One of the best ways we can sustain a Jewish presence in northeast Indiana is through a 
lasting gift to Congregation Achduth Vesholom.

Some 50 congregants already have become members of the L’dor Vador Legacy Society 
since it was established in 2012 to encourage individuals to make arrangements to 
remember the Temple in their estates. Legacy society members are recognized at the 
Temple’s Annual Meeting in June.

To become a society member, please inform the Temple in writing that you have made 
provisions to remember the congregation in your estate.

For further information about the L’dor Vador Legacy Society or making a planned gift 
now or in the future, contact Planned Giving Committee Co-Chairs John Stein john@
steinadpromos.com or Beth Zweig at blzweig@msn.com.

Our Temple family started the month of May 
with the joy of Shabbat and Jewish community.  
The evening included a celebration of Jon 
Tam’s 60th birthday during an Oneg Shabbat 
hosted by Rabbi Meir & Jon. Mazel tov, Jon!

Every simcha is a blessing to our Temple 
family! During our service on April 24, 
Rabbi Meir offered a blessing to Don 
Zelman on his 80th birthday, followed 
by an Oneg Shabbat hosted by Mimi & 
Don Zelman. Mazel tov, Don!
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Explore U.S. History  
in the Temple Library

LIBRARY NEWS

In celebration of 250 years since the Declaration of Independence, 
let’s delve into the American history resources in the Rabbi Richard 
B. Safran Library. There are titles available for all ages in the Temple’s 
collection.

Emma’s Poem: The Voice of the Statue of Liberty, 
by Linda Glaser, is a Sydney Taylor Award winner 
in our picture book collection. This biography of 
Emma Lazarus is a great celebration of immi-
gration and social activism. Another biography 
among our picture books is Judah Touro Didn’t 
Want to be Famous, by Audrey Ades. A finalist for 
the National Book Award, the book recounts the 
story of Touro’s philanthropy, stemming from an 

injury during the War of 1812. Nancy Churnin’s A Teddy Bear for Emily – 
and President Roosevelt, Too, is the story of the first Teddy Bear, with a 
little United States history thrown in.

The Peddler and the President, by Ann Koffsky, is one of the newer 
books in our juvenile collection. It covers the friendship between Harry 
Truman and Eddie Jacobson, a salesman from Kansas City. Daniela 
Weil’s The Diary of Asser Levy: First Jewish Citizen of New York, is a 
fictionalized biography of a refugee who arrived in America from Brazil 
in 1654. Tucson Jo, by Carol Matas, and Zayda Was a Cowboy, by June 
Nislick, both focus on Jewish history in the Western United States. 
L’Chaim!: To Jewish Life in America: Celebrating from 1654 until Today, 
by Susan Goldman Rubin, was a Sydney Taylor Award winner. It fea-
tures photographs, paintings and more from the Jewish Museum.

In our teen collection, there are three histories worth mentioning. The 
Golden Land: The Story of Jewish Immigration, by Rabbi Joseph Telush-
kin, is a visual history that includes removable letters and documents. 
Sonda Leiman’s America: The Jewish Experience is a traditional history 
written for young people. The Jewish Americans: A History in their Own 
Words, 1650-1950, is an older anthology by Milton Meltzer. It’s a collec-
tion of Jewish personal accounts of this country’s history.

Exploring American Jewish History through 50 His-
toric Treasures, by Avi Y. Decter, is a relatively new 
addition to our adult collection. The artifacts come 
from all parts of the country and include postcards, 
a cookbook, a newspaper, and more. Ron Rubin uses 
newspaper clippings to convey history in Strangers 
& Natives: A Newspaper Narrative of Early Jewish 
America 1734-1869. Pamela Nadell’s groundbreaking 
America’s Jewish Women: A History from Colonial 
Times to Today, won the National Jewish Book 

Award.  Jonathan Sarna’s Coming to Terms with America, is a collection 
of essays on Jewish history, religion and culture. 

There are many more titles in our collection that explore our country’s 
history. You can browse our full collection online. Please take advan-
tage of this member resource when you’re in the building.

Betsy Gephart, Librarian

Yachad: New Group  
for 20s and 30s
The Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne is proud to 
introduce a new group for adults in their 20s and 30s 
- and up to age 40. YACHAD means togetherness, and 
stands for Young Adults Connecting, Hanging, And 
Doing (Things).

The inaugural meet-up happened on May 7 at the 
Clyde Theatre. Friends, old and new, connected over 
dinner and drinks at the Club Room prior to seeing 
musicians Jake Shimabukuro (ukulele) and Jackson 
Waldhoff (bass) on the main stage. Future events in-
clude happy hours, hikes, live music, sporting events, 
axe throwing, and more!

Mark your calendars! On Saturday, July 12, YACHAD 
will be traveling to Indiana Dunes State Park Beach, 
where we will be joining the young adults of the  
St. Joseph Valley Jewish community for a memorable 
day in the sun and sand. Spread the word and bring  
a friend! Please RSVP no later than Sunday, June 28.  
For details, contact the Federation office at  
office@fwjf.org or Cassie Balfanz at  
CassieBalfanz@gmail.com or (260) 443-6953.

An Evening of Nature and 
Community
The Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne invites you to an 
evening of nature and community on Saturday, June 
13 at 6 p.m. at Little River Wetlands/Eagle Marsh, 6801 
Engle Road, for a beautiful night under the stars.

We will enjoy a gentle guided hike (45 minutes to 1 
hour), make s’mores, and participate in the Havdalah 
ceremony together. Bug spray, a water bottle, and 
folding chairs are recommended.

This event is free and open to our Jewish community. 
Please RSVP no later than June 10 

Federation Annual Meeting 
& Volunteer Event on June 7
Please join the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne 
for our 105th Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 7 at 
1 p.m. at the Rifkin Campus. This is our annual busi-
ness meeting for members who have made their 
2025–2026 pledge. We will also present the One of 
the Righteous Award.

Following the meeting, at 2:30 p.m., we invite you 
to stay for a two-hour volunteer event that can truly 
change lives. In partnership with Project 216, our com-
munity will come together to pack lifesaving meals for 
families in urgent need right here in the Fort Wayne 
area.

https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/library/
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lrwp.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5a883d27484d41e6f1d808deb4e9dfad%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639147113727277461%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VsNx47CThZyfTKmX1HrPDVmFVWZ1M%2BH%2BeH6c%2Bk1Bc80%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lrwp.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5a883d27484d41e6f1d808deb4e9dfad%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639147113727277461%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VsNx47CThZyfTKmX1HrPDVmFVWZ1M%2BH%2BeH6c%2Bk1Bc80%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeFXnfm0pQxwrE2RJl6J8yWOPrn2ZbihOuTecNyy5S4KTRlKg%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsharing%26ouid%3D106977576034079991737&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5a883d27484d41e6f1d808deb4e9dfad%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639147113727297583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UOxiHdL%2F6XqxZxRHEzAD0fwNyDL%2BkHzk%2FiOrug%2BeOlQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeFXnfm0pQxwrE2RJl6J8yWOPrn2ZbihOuTecNyy5S4KTRlKg%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsharing%26ouid%3D106977576034079991737&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5a883d27484d41e6f1d808deb4e9dfad%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639147113727297583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UOxiHdL%2F6XqxZxRHEzAD0fwNyDL%2BkHzk%2FiOrug%2BeOlQ%3D&reserved=0
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fproject-216.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5a883d27484d41e6f1d808deb4e9dfad%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639147113727240875%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5W5%2BufbA%2FRVrFsQoSqQ4m3cfKj%2F0M6LyjYm4tcIu6ms%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fproject-216.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5a883d27484d41e6f1d808deb4e9dfad%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639147113727240875%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5W5%2BufbA%2FRVrFsQoSqQ4m3cfKj%2F0M6LyjYm4tcIu6ms%3D&reserved=0
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Amy Krouse: Exploring Leadership, Community,  
and the Future of Jewish Life
Amy Krouse is the Temple’s President-Elect through June 2027 and oversees our Engagement Initiative. She wrote this piece after 
attending a Union for Reform Judaism leadership conference.

I didn’t grow up in the Reform Movement. In fact, I didn’t fully 
understand the distinctions between it and the Conservative 
Movement I was raised in. I simply knew Judaism as it was lived 
in my family and community. We were Ashkenazi or Sephardic 
Jews, gathering, chanting familiar tunes, and finding comfort in 
shared tradition. It wasn’t until I came to Congregation Achduth 
Vesholom that I began to understand what it means to be part of 
the Reform Movement, and to embrace its beliefs.

The Reform Movement is currently the fastest-growing branch 
of Judaism, and I am honored to be part of it. I recently had the 
opportunity to attend the URJ Scheidt Seminar in Broomfield, 
Colorado, a gathering for presidents-elect, incoming presidents, 
and current presidents, and I returned feeling energized, in-
spired, and deeply grateful.

Over four days, we heard from leaders across the Union for 
Reform Judaism, including Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President; Shelley 
Nicely Groff, Chair of the North American Board; Jen Algire,  
Executive Vice President; Ruben Arquilevich, Vice President  
of URJ Camps and Immersive Experiences; and many others. 
Together, we engaged in meaningful conversations about  
leadership, community, and the future of Jewish life.

While I learned a great deal, a few ideas stood out most: the 
concept of Sacred Partnership; the importance of investing in our 

youth and in relationships with communities of other faiths; and 
the responsibility to build communities rooted in belonging.

Sacred Partnership, as defined by the URJ, is the foundation of 
how we engage with one another in Jewish community. It is built 
on values such as mutual respect, trust, honesty, listening, trans-
parency, empathy, and accountability. These are not just ideals; 
they are expectations for how we show up for one another and 
how we live.

Grounded in teachings from Pirkei Avot, “When two people 
sit together and there are words of Torah between them, the 
Shechinah dwells among them,” I left the seminar with a renewed 
understanding that the work we do at the Temple is truly holy 
work. That perspective has real implications for how we lead. It 
calls on us to invest in relationships, to welcome those who may 
not yet feel fully inside our community, and to create a space 
where people truly feel they belong.

For me, this also means continuing to open our doors to inter-
faith families, to those exploring Judaism, and to partners in the 
broader community. That sense of openness is not only a value 
of Reform Judaism, but also essential to the long-term strength 
and security of our congregation and our traditions.

The Scheidt Seminar also pushed me to think more deeply about 
what it means to “live Jewishly.” The URJ’s vision, “a world in 
which Judaism enables all people to experience peace and 
wholeness (shalom), justice and equity (tzedek), and belonging 
and joy (shayachut and simcha),” helped me better articulate 
something I have long felt but struggled to define. I left feeling 
more grounded in my identity as a Reform Jew and more com-
mitted to living those values in a visible and meaningful way.

Perhaps most reassuring was the realization that the challenges 
and opportunities we face at CAV are not unique. Congregations 
across the country, of all sizes, are navigating many of the same 
questions. That shared experience brings both comfort and a 
sense of collective purpose.

For me, this experience affirmed something simple: I am proud 
to be part of the Reform movement and grateful to have found 
my place within it.

I return home feeling hopeful and energized about the future of 
our kehilla (community), a place rooted in curiosity, shared vi-
sion, and a deep commitment to living Jewishly, both within the 
Fort Wayne community and across the broader URJ network.

Amy Krouse with Reform Movement leaders (from left): Andrew 
Rehfeld, President of Hebrew Union College; Shelley Nicely Groff, 
Chair of the URJ North American Board; and Rabbi Rick Jacobs, 
URJ President.

FROM THE TEMPLE BOARD AND STAFF

Mazel Tov to:
JO ELLEN & MIKE RUSH on the birth of their first 
great-grandchild, James Allan Norris, on May 7, 2026 in Fort 
Wayne. He is the son of Lauren & Isaiah Norris and grandson 
of Rachel & Neil Rush.



During our L’dor Vador Shavuot and Shabbat service on May 22, we celebrated the giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai and honored teach-
ers, volunteers, and students in our Religious School family for their contributions and milestones.

The special service was led by Rabbi Meir with music by Sam Krouse. Stephanie Gottesman, the Temple’s Youth Education and Family 
Engagement Director, reflected on the past year and two b’mitzvah students participated in the service.

We offered a blessing for a high school graduate and for children who will be attending Jewish summer camp. We presented a prayer 
book to a student in honor of her Bat Mitzvah studies. In keeping with the tradition of dairy food on Shavuot, we enjoyed an Oneg 
Shabbat featuring ice cream, hosted by Wendy & Micah Soltz.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to a meaningful evening.
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Join Rosh Chodesh Dinners
Enjoy delicious food, lively conversation, and the chance 
to reconnect with friends — and make a few new ones, 
too, on the third Wednesday of every month at 6 p.m.!

Join the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne on June 17 at 
Agave’s (10460 Maysville Road, Fort Wayne) and then on 
July 15 at Country Heritage Winery (0185 CR68, LaOtto).

Everyone will order individually. Please RSVP to office@
fwjf.org or leave a message at (260) 456-0400. All Jew-
ish women in our community are warmly invited.

Cookbook Recipe  
Exchange and Tasting
Join the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne for a delicious Recipe 
Exchange on Sunday, July 26 at 12:30 p.m. at the Rifkin Campus! We 
invite all Jewish women in our community to prepare their favorite 
recipe — enough to share with approximately 12 people — and bring 
along copies of the recipe to exchange.

It’s a wonderful opportunity to connect with one another, celebrate 
our culinary traditions, and discover new dishes to love. This event 
is free and open to all Jewish women in our community. We look 
forward to sharing good food and great company with you!

http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcountryheritagewinery.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5a883d27484d41e6f1d808deb4e9dfad%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639147113727316272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zPk4oZ21khYM1CCSk4eiGXPnrXyEjPQe1BNcQ6VbRS0%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcountryheritagewinery.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5a883d27484d41e6f1d808deb4e9dfad%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639147113727316272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zPk4oZ21khYM1CCSk4eiGXPnrXyEjPQe1BNcQ6VbRS0%3D&reserved=0
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
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Donations
Art & Beautification Fund

In memory of Isadore Nemeroff:  
Howard Nemeroff

In honor of Jon Tam’s birthday:  
Maureen & Alan Grinsfelder

Campership Fund

In memory of Scott Sherr:  
Beth & Mitch Sherr

Floral Fund

A donation was received from:  
Juan Suarez

General Operations

A donation was received from:  
Juan Suarez; Jessica & Roger Ash;  
Christa Cartwright

In memory of Alex LeShay & Nate LeShay: 
Diane & Herbert LeShay

In memory of Gail Cousino and in honor 
of Harriet Miller, Doris Gottlieb, and Don 
Zelman’s birthday: Ron Cousino

In honor of Don Zelman’s birthday:  
Mimi & Don Zelman

In memory of Ann Levy: Jeff Slutsky

In memory of Alice Fenyes:  
Ann & Dan Droegmyer

In memory of Sarah Salon/Kaye:  
Thomas Shine

In memory of Norma Trauner:  
Scott Trauner

Dr. John Planer Music Fund

In memory of Joseph Stumpf:  
Ronnie & Norm Greenberg

In honor of Ronnie & Norm Greenberg’s 
60th anniversary: Doris Gottlieb; Jo Ellen 
& Mike Rush

Project Assist/Thoughtful Thursdays

A donation was received from:  
Jessica & Roger Ash; Christa Cartwright

In memory of Joan Kramer and in honor of 
Jon Tam’s birthday: Cheryl Schorey

Rabbi Kornspan Tzedakah Fund

A donation was received from: Jan & Bill 
Chambers; Christa Cartwright

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

A donation was received from:  
Christa Cartwright

In memory of Rabbi Samuel Goldin and 
William Walter: Irene & Bob Walters

In memory of Joan Kramer and in honor of 
Jon Tam’s birthday: Cheryl Schorey

In honor of Jon Tam’s birthday:  
Jo Ellen & Mike Rush

In memory of Betty Kann Castle, Jo Kann 
Rothberg, Peter Alan Rothberg, Ron 
Mendelblat, and Kathryn Kann Mendelblat: 
Deborah Rothberg

In honor of Rabbi Meir’s generous help 
and participation in our anniversary  
Shabbat service: Ronnie & Norm Greenberg

Religious School Fund

A donation was received from:  
Rachel & Geoffrey Gordon

Max & Gerda Schmitz  
Holocaust Education Fund

In memory of Joan Kramer and in honor of 
Jon Tam’s birthday: Cheryl Schorey

In memory of Max Schmitz, Gerda 
Schmitz, and Curtis Stein: Jan Greenberg

Temple Gardens Fund

In memory of Stan Fishman:  
Carol Fishman-Levy

In memory of Lois Safran and in honor 
of all the cards, contributions and well 
wishes received for our 60th anniversary: 
Ronnie & Norm Greenberg

Temple Gardens Sposeep Outdoor 
Chapel

In memory of Rivah Meyers:  
Patrice & Michael Sposeep

 
Americans and the Holocaust Exhibition and Programs  
at Warsaw Public Library from June 20 to July 24

Americans and the Holocaust, a traveling exhibition that 
examines American’s responses to Nazism, war, and genocide 
in Europe during the 1930s and 1940s, will be at the Warsaw 
Public Library from June 20 to July 24.

What did Americans know, and what more could have been 
done? The exhibition – from the U.S. Holocaust Memorial  
Museum and the American Library Association – also  
presents stories of individual Americans, some of whom  
took actions that went against the grain at the time, daring  
to rescue Jews from Europe.

Events include:

• �Holocaust survivor Irene Miller will share her story on Tues-
day, June 23 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Warsaw Performing 

Arts Center. Sponsored by the Fort Wayne Jewish Federa-
tion and The Warsaw Performing Arts Center.

• �Dr. Steve Carr explores “Hollywood and the Holocaust” on 
Tuesday, June 30 from 6 to 7 p.m. at the Warsaw Public 
Library Meeting Room A/B. Sponsored by Lake City Bank. 
Steve, a Temple member and professor at Purdue Fort 
Wayne, will explore” What did Hollywood know and do 
about growing Nazi anti-Semitism and the Holocaust as 
America and the rest of the world waited to respond? Dr. 
Steven Carr traces the complex relationship entangling 
American movie studios with Nazi anti-Semitism and the 
Holocaust throughout the 1930s and 1940s.

Find the full schedule

https://www.warsawlibrary.org/blog/americans-and-the-holocaust-2/
https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/americans-and-the-holocaust/main?ala
https://exhibitions.ushmm.org/americans-and-the-holocaust/main?ala
http://www.fwjf.org
http://www.fwjf.org
https://wchs.warsawschools.org/performing-arts-center
https://www.warsawlibrary.org/blog/americans-and-the-holocaust-2/
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June 5-6
David G. Altheide
Jonas Arnold
Abraham Brateman
Michla Breindel
Mitchell Bronstein
Ken Burcham
Norma Jean Chambers
Gary Cohen
Yitzchok Falk
Nissim Yuda Farhi
Rose Gibson
Ann Golder
Rose Goldman
John C. Gosney
Isaac M. Hallenstein
Leon Hasid
Fred Hefter
Sarah Jacobson
Helen Kornspan
Julie See Latz
Leopold Loeb
Pearl Marks
Anna Marlow
Barbara Miller
Abe Minske
Thelma Ochstein
Edward Phillips
Eleanor B. Platka
Anna Mae Rosenblatt
Charles Rosenblum
George Sandel
Anna Schultz
Isaac Schwartz
Eleanore Schwarz
Todd Sider
Louis Siegel
Nathan Snow
Leah S. Tourkow
Norma Trauner
Isador Vigran

Helen G. Warshauer
Meyer Warshauer
Sidney Weiss
Eugenia Young
Sylvia Zimmerman
Etta Hoffman  
Zussman

June 12
Issadore (Al) Adelman
Al Berk
Amelia Butz
Dale Chambers
Archibald Cohen
John Cornell
Gail Cousino
Georgia B. Daniel
Ruth Davis
Joel Deitch
Kate Dicker
Edward T. Dinken
Moses Englehard
Joseph Finkleman
Louis Fishman
Allen Fleischman
Jack Frank
Solomon Gabe
Sylvia Goodman
Jack Goodman
Bernard Gross
Robert Hutner
Julius Lyman Isay
Lauren Kaminsky
Philip Kaplan
Margaret Katz
Della Krainess
Aaron M. Krakower
Charles A. Lampel
Mildred Llewellyn
Abe Magazine
Nathan Mull

Dorothy Mullennix
Robert M. Pollak
Martha Replane
Samuel Schecter
Tillie Speyer
Julia W. Trauerman
Flora S. Weil
Becky Weinberg
Florence Weinberg
Edward Zamrin

June 19-20
Rena Babich
Toba Baum
Joseph Bialick
Levi Edlavitch
Morris Erman
Alvin Avraham Farber
Otto Gartner
Sabine Gartner
Teressa Hanna Gartner
Naf Gladstone
Morris Gladstone
Sarah Goldfarb
Robert Goldstine
Ruth Henzel
Sara Hirsch
Dr. James B. Katz
Jack Komisarow
Betty Luskin
Kathryn Kann  
Mendelblat
Stephen Alan Mirman
Babette “Bobby”  
Dessauer Neuwirth
Clara Nichtern
Glen Noyes
Susan Schwartz  
Prigozen
Herta Rosanis
Ada Rothberg

Lottie Sahlmann
Louis Schefman
Siegfried Schmitz
Eleanor C. Schwartz
Doris Sedgwick
Harold Sheyer
Esther Smith
Max Spanjer
Hyman G. Steiber
Morris A. Stillpass
Harry Trauner
Jacqueline Weber
Billie A. Wenbert
Wayne C. Whisler
Abraham Wolf
Helena Wolf
 

June 26
(Names for July 3-4 
also will be read)

Irving E. Appel
Joel M. Bass

Samuel C. Blumenthal
Maurice Cohen
Stanley Cohn
Lisa Deitch
Sarah DuBow
Oscar Eisbart
Louis Erdrich
Jean Fishbein
Bertha Gifis
Samuel Herman
Helaine Kann Hill
Morris Hyman
Ida Lefko
Louis Levin
Louise Marcus
Samuel Milstein
Sigfried Schmitz
Doris M. Sposeep
Max Sposeep
Nathan Stoller
Rosa Wertheimer
Robert Wollman

Yahrzeits

Your Gift Makes  
a Difference

Your gift to Congregation  
Achduth Vesholom helps us offer 
a wide range of worship services, 

educational opportunities, cultural 
programs, social events, and  

activities to build and strengthen 
Jewish community.

Thank you for your support! 

Explore our Tribute Funds 
or make a Donation

https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
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July 3-4
(No Shabbat service 
- these names will be 
read on June 26)
Elana Ben-Yehoshua
David Block
Dr. Hyman L. Cohen
Armand Cohodes
Abe Field
Margot Field
Edward Finkel
Betty Fischer
Sarah Gerber
Jack Golder
Bertha Gross
Olga Haas
Ben Kelman
Herb Kocks
Naomi Levin
Lawrence Levy
Harry Marlin
Sol Mastbaum
Abraham Metzger
Louis Novitsky
Louis Papernick
Yetta Piccone
Carol Rosenberg
William Rothenberg
Aaron Rothschild
Benjamin Rothschild
Nathan Rothschild
Julius Saffron
Betty Saul
Don Sewell
Bernard Silverman
Albert Smith
Macon Traxler
Florence Wald
Walter Weinstein
Rubin Zamrin
 

July 10
David Auerbach
Solomon Babich
Leah Babich
Mollie Barasch
Isadore Berkowitz
Bart Broederzs
Simon Freiburger
Jerry Friedman
Gulian Friedman
Frieda Friedman
Klara Goldfarb
Charlotte L. (Lottie) 
Goldstine
Florence Goode
Nathan Hendelman
Israel Kaplansky
Joan Lesson
Myer Levin
Isidore Marx
Marshall Pallas
Dr. Eric Ray
Raoul Roderick
Milton J. Rosenthal, Jr
Thomas Sarratore
Adria Sax
Miriam Singerman
Jacques Tourkow
Adolph B. Weigler
Rose Smith  
Wittenberg
 

July 17-18
Kalman Beck
Alfred Milton Bron-
stein
Susan Cohen
Ann Doran
Bernard Dubinsky
Marguerite Elder
Herman Fischer

Dora Fisher
Belle Frank
Cheryl Gannon
Libby Harris
Philmore I. Harris
Isaac Kretzman
Celia Masursky
Nanette Mayer
Rose W. Portman
Rose Moyer Rothberg
Sidney Rouda
Charles Samet
Manny Silverman
Jeannette Sposeep
Minnie Sposeep
Celia Pearl Steiber
Isaac Trauerman
 

July 24
Marvin Berg
Harry Bosell
Samuel Bretzfelder
Mary Kay Byrne
Anna Dively
Natalie Duckor
Jack Feldheim
Lillie Hutner Fleck
Leopold Freiburger
Arthur Hill
Isaac Hoffman
Alex Honig
Morris Horn
David S. Hutner
Louis Katz
Steve  Kelman
Hyman Komisarow
Aaron Kravitz
Anne Kurzner
Annette Latker
Iretta Lauinger
Louis Levin

Rita S. Marks
Myron M. Marks
Betty Meyer
Henry Ney
Phyllis Pinzow
Frace Polz
Marlene Primack
James H. Richardson
Amelia Rosenthal
Elinor Sachs
Rosalin Samet
Louis H. Saul
Albert Schnitt
Charles W. Schwartz
Maurice Seelberg
June Shafer
Mary Siegel
Phyllis Silver  
Silverman
Zalman Sposeep
Alfred Stoller
Fannie Wertheimer
Sylvia Wolfe
 

July 31- 
August 1
Marcus Block
Jeanne F. Bransilver
Dr. Harold Cline
Cynthia Cremer
Bertha Doran
Virginia Calisch  
Fairman
Bill Fox
Adelaide Frank
Lillian Goldenberg
Morris Goldin
Carrie Broda  
Goodman
Mollie Greensfelder
Sol Hutner

Clifford Jones
Terri Katz
Fraida Rivah Klein
Selma Kline
Cathy Krainess
Eugene Kraus, Sr.
Sarah Latker
David Lauferty
Blanche Leopold
David Lichtscien
Dr. Donald Mark
Yetta Michelson
Owen Miller
Beatrice S. Motel
Max Moyer
Robert O’Neill
William Edward 
Pownall
Abe Rubenstein
Gladys Rudin
Irene Sachs Singerman
David Salnitsky
Phyllis Sarratore
Charlotte Gilbert 
Schiff
Judy Schwartz
Harry Segal
Mrs. E.M. Shonfield
Jeffrey Silver
Adele Snow
Ruth Strauss
Rivka Sweedler
Babette Trauerman
Charles Wigod
Harvey Wolf
 
 

Yahrzeits

We Care
Please let the Temple office or Rabbi Meir know if a family member is in the hospital or if other situations arise when the 

congregation may be of assistance or comfort. We aren’t always aware of situations unless family or friends notify us.
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We Welcome Your Comments
The Temple Board welcomes your comments and  
suggestions. We will do our best to address your  
questions and concerns. We value the diversity of  

viewpoints within our congregation. For information, 
please contact the Temple office at (260) 744-4245  

or office@templecav.org. President Beth Zweig  
can be reached at (260) 433-3244  

or president@templecav.org. 

Learn more about how the Jewish community 
is standing up for American democracy through 
the Jewish Partnership for Democracy and the 
Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism’s 

2026 Every Voice, Every Vote Campaign

5200 Old Mill Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46807
P: (260) 744-4245 F: (260) 744-4246
office@templecav.org
www.templecav.org

Charter Member of the Union For Reform Judaism
Meir Bargeron, Rabbi

The Temple is located at the Rifkin Campus at 5200. Our Campus partners  
are the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne, the Fort Wayne Jewish Cemetery  
Association, the PFW Institute for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Brightpoint 
Head Start, the Madge Rothschild Resource Center, and the Northeast Indiana 
Jewish Genealogy Society.

OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
President: Beth Zweig
President-Elect: Amy Krouse
VP Programs: Dawn Hammond
VP Finance: Sam Krouse
Secretary: Nick Young

David Crell
Kate Crell

Geoffrey Gordon
Becky Guttstein

Greg Shoup
Micah Soltz

Mimi Zelman

Rabbi Meir Bargeron: rabbi@templecav.org
Samara Sheray: Executive Director cavadmin@templecav.org
Beth Zweig: Bulletin Editor bulletin@templecav.org
Stephanie Gottesman: Youth Education and Family Engagement Director youth@templecav.org 
Just Sue Graphic Design: Bulletin Design

Want to receive our newsletter?  
Send your email address to office@templecav.org   

The deadline for the August Bulletin  
is Wednesday, July 15.

Office Hours: Tuesday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

facebook.com/templecavfw Achduth Vesholom Congregation

President’s Corner
BETH ZWEIG
What are three skills that you would like to share 
with our Temple family? That was one of the new 
questions added to our membership application 
about a year ago as part of our Member Engage-
ment Initiative.

Only our newest members have had the opportunity to tell us about 
their skill set - and the responses have been intriguing. Some replies 
have been creative, while others more practical. All are great conver-
sation starters about interests and talents that can be tapped for the 
betterment of the congregation.

Susan & Ron Jackson, our newest members, shared that they can 
teach folk dancing. After only a short time in Fort Wayne, they 
already have joined their daughter, Anna Nagle, in teaching Israeli 
dancing to our Religious School students.

Rabbi Bruce J. Pfeffer, who became a CAV member last fall, told us 
that he’s been a volunteer auctioneer and a student (and sometime 
teacher) of origami, Haiku, crochet, and book binding. While we look 
forward to utilizing those fortes in the future, Bruce has been sharing 
his Jewish knowledge with our lifelong learners and Religious School 
students.

It’s also exciting to have new members who indicate they sing, play 
instruments, have skills in information technology, interest in archival 
or classification of information, or helping in the library with global 
classification or “mundane tasks.”

Even if we didn’t ask directly, our members regularly share their 
talents to support Achduth Vesholom. Some are using their passion 
for art to bring to life a new display area in the foyer that should be 
ready for this month’s Annual Meeting. Others like to be involved in 
leadership, strategic planning, organizing a program, or researching 
solutions.

We have those who love to bake challah, decorate for a holiday 
party, arrange flowers for centerpieces, or make treats for an Oneg 
Shabbat. Some teach adults or children, offer mah jongg instruction, 
assist with gardening, or assemble bags for Thoughtful Thursdays. 
We have professors and business folks sharing their expertise. Oth-
ers help with the library or welcoming efforts.

Over the years, Temple family members have strengthened our 
Corned Beef Fundraiser – the engineers who analyze traffic flow, 
examine food prep processes, and design a system to count packets 
of meat. We have those who like to find sponsors and recruit volun-
teers, along with our coleslaw scoopers and pickle baggers.    

In my own case, my experience as a newspaper reporter led me as 
a relatively new member in 1992 to collaborate on the first edition 
of the Our Story history booklet. A few years later, I became Bulletin 
editor – and recently marked 30 years volunteering in the post.

We’re grateful to all who contribute in some way – whether as a 
result of profession, interests, or availability.

I’ll conclude where I began: What are three skills that you would like 
to share with our Temple family? I look forward to hearing from you.

mailto:president@templecav.org
https://www.jewishdemocracy.org/
https://rac.org/take-action/every-voice-every-vote
mailto:office@templecav.org

