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An exciting, fun-filled Purim Carnival on March 1 brought together people of all ages. A costume parade, hamentashen bake-off, 
delicious lunch spread, games, bounce houses, trivia contest, mahjong, traveling mime, magician, and silent auction were among the 
offerings.

Thank you to our creative Carnival Crew, including Kate Crell (chair), Stephanie Gottesman, Dawn Hammond, and Deborah Bauer.  
Special thanks to all our volunteers, who worked tirelessly on the special event. The silent auction, curated by Stephanie Gottesman, 
raised money for family-friendly activities.

Cassie Balfanz organized the hamentashen bake-off. Congratulations to the people’s choice winners - Cora Crell took top honors for 
her s’mores hamentashen and Kayla & Abe Schreier placed second for their cookies and cream hamentashen. Thank you to our other 
bakers: Kim Meredith (mixed berry cherry), Cassie Balfanz (veggie pizza), Kate Crell (black raspberry), and the Schreiers (lemon rasp-
berry, and cinnamon roll).

Esther’s story of bravery and triumph in Shushan was told with Motown flair during the Temple’s Purim 
Shpiel on March 2, featuring a talented cast of congregants.

Thank you to Shpiel Director Cassie Balfanz and the cast: Rena Black (Vashti), Don Zelman (King Ahasvuer-
us), Rabbi Bruce J. Pfeffer (Haman), Abe Schreier (Mordechai), Amy Krouse (Esther), Kate Theise (Zeresh), 
Michael Theise (narrator) and Trevor Wyatt (narrator).

Following the shpiel, we enjoyed an array of delicious hamentashen and other goodies. Thanks to our bak-
ers, led by Bonnie Pomerantz and Mimi Zelman, and to Beth & Dan Zweig for hosting the oneg.

Watch the service and shpiel at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aHDDCCue1As

Celebrating Purim
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Thoughtful Thursdays Team 
Helps Combat Hunger
Join our Thoughtful Thursdays bag assembly team on 
Wednesday, April 8 at 10 a.m. in the Social Hall. Together, 
we will pack bags of food and household items for the 69 
children who attend Brightpoint Head Start at the Temple.

During March, our dedicated volunteers filled bags of food 
for the Head Start families with a nutritious warm winter 
meal of easy chicken noodle casserole ingredients, followed 
by another bag of household items.

Thoughtful Thursdays is a joint effort of Congregation Ach-
duth Vesholom and the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne. 
We are deeply grateful to the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation 
and other donors who support this remarkable project.

Our Temple family was blessed with two simchas at Shab-
bat services on March 20 when Vivian Barbara, daughter 
of Rachel and Robert Laing, was welcomed into the Jewish 
people as she received her Hebrew name, Yael.

In addition, guest cantorial soloist Joseph Beutel joined 
Rabbi Meir on the bimah to lead worship. Joe grew up 
in Fort Wayne and now lives in New York, where he is an 
active professional singer and synagogue musician. He 
shared with the congregation that this was his first service 
in a prayer leadership role, and that he is headed to Hebrew 
Union College next school year to begin cantorial studies.

Mark Your Calendar for  
24th Corned Beef Fundraiser!
Our Corned Beef on Rye – Sure to Satisfy Fundraiser returns 
for a 24th year on Thursday, October 29 when heaping 
corned beef sandwiches, gigantic dill pickles, creamy 
coleslaw, and rich brownies return as part of the Temple’s 
largest fundraiser!

Help us top last year’s sales of more than 1,700 meals by 
getting involved! If you’d like to join the committee, please 
contact the Temple office. Thank you to Co-Chairs Micah 
Soltz & Amy Krouse and their team! Please plan to take the 
day off work to assist with the sale, as well as help on Prep 
Night on Wednesday, October 28.

Catch the Tincaps with  
Achduth Vesholom
Join members of our Temple family on Saturday, August 8 for a trip 
to Parkview Field to watch the Fort Wayne TinCaps play the West 
Michigan Whitecaps, followed by post-game fireworks.

The game starts at 6:35 p.m. Tickets are $14 per person. The seats 
are behind home plate in the shade. Please make your reservation 
and payment online or call the Temple office at (260) 744-4245 
by Friday, July 17 to reserve your seats and then send your check 
(made payable to “CAV- The Temple”). We will not order extra tick-
ets, so please make your reservations by the deadline. No refunds 
will be issued for cancellations.  

We’ll let you know when your reserved tickets will be available 
for pick up at Achduth Vesholom so that everyone can meet that 
evening. Thanks to Mike Barasch, who has been organizing this 
annual event since we began the tradition in 2009 - the same year 
Parkview Field opened!

http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.milb.com%2Ffort-wayne&data=05%7C02%7C%7C77b29732a4934eb371dc08de839eea30%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639092915710832410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T8WU0mEGIKBUVoPqN3BVb9QCUyJf4TTcNr2Ci6j3CRs%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemplecav.org%2Fdonate-pay-online%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C77b29732a4934eb371dc08de839eea30%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639092915710873847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fKXWbgAp8bAVwfX8zDBcnwib6EwfDfWBmpq5WULBxNA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemplecav.org%2Fdonate-pay-online%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C77b29732a4934eb371dc08de839eea30%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639092915710873847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fKXWbgAp8bAVwfX8zDBcnwib6EwfDfWBmpq5WULBxNA%3D&reserved=0


5200 Old Mill Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46807 • 260-744-4245	 9� WWW.TEMPLECAV.ORG

Sharing Jewish Traditions with Cub Scouts

Jewish Clergy Support Transgender Rights
Rabbi Meir Bargeron and Rabbi Bruce J. Pfeffer, a member of our congregation, are among the more than 1,100 Jewish 
clergy who have signed on to Jewish Clergy Support Trans Rights, a groundbreaking letter that brings together clergy, clergy 
students, and Jewish spiritual leaders to unequivocally affirm the dignity, belonging, and sacred humanity of transgender, 
intersex, and nonbinary people.

The announcement came from the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism and Keshet, which have mobilized leaders 
from 48 states to affirm the "sacred humanity" of LGBTQ+ individuals.

The letter, which represents a commitment grounded in Jewish tradition and draws on ancient texts, values, and teachings, 
speaks to the Jewish community’s sacred obligation to fight for the Kavod Habriyot – the human dignity – of transgender 
kids. 

Rabbi Meir visited a local Cub Scout pack in Fort Wayne on 
March 10 to share about Jewish traditions and holidays.

During the program, the Scouts learned about Passover, Ha-
nukkah, Purim, and the weekly tradition of Shabbat. They had a 
chance to see ritual objects, play dreidel, and taste some choco-
late gelt and challah.

Rabbi Meir also highlighted how many Jewish values closely 
reflect the principles found in the Scout Law — kindness, help-
fulness, courage, and reverence.

The visit also helped the Scouts understand something import-
ant about Jewish life in Fort Wayne: our community  
is small, and many Jewish children are the only Jewish student 
in their class or even their entire school. Learning about  
one another’s traditions helps build understanding, friendship, 
and a stronger community for everyone.

The Temple is grateful to the Scouts and their leaders for the 
warm welcome and thoughtful questions. Opportunities  
like this help neighbors learn about one another and strengthen 
the bonds of our wider Fort Wayne community.

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemplecav.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef%26id%3Dca105cec34%26e%3De667a458f9&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca690f653bafb424bd10508de7ab75a7f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639083125075868295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kU6%2BqkWZMeUYHe7v9JX%2BmfMeoZUtblN2sLaUZsC5r2c%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemplecav.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef%26id%3D464f1df04f%26e%3De667a458f9&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca690f653bafb424bd10508de7ab75a7f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639083125075904204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cf50CTruABn0EGH%2B2YVNj%2BwKaPJFmh4icGtf7ktB6Nw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemplecav.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef%26id%3D464f1df04f%26e%3De667a458f9&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca690f653bafb424bd10508de7ab75a7f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639083125075904204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cf50CTruABn0EGH%2B2YVNj%2BwKaPJFmh4icGtf7ktB6Nw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemplecav.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef%26id%3Dbb5240c388%26e%3De667a458f9&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca690f653bafb424bd10508de7ab75a7f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639083125075937398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SBOHBHL6dYqYRMp8hb2LFjsxiZjRmhpxlzS%2Bl87nIC0%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemplecav.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef%26id%3Dbb5240c388%26e%3De667a458f9&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca690f653bafb424bd10508de7ab75a7f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639083125075937398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SBOHBHL6dYqYRMp8hb2LFjsxiZjRmhpxlzS%2Bl87nIC0%3D&reserved=0
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We Appreciate Our Challah 
Bakers and Sponsors!
Our dedicated team of challah bakers and spon-
sors add to our Shabbat experience by providing 
delicious and beautiful challot to enjoy on Friday 
evenings after services. If you’d like to join our 
team, please contact Jon Tam or Beth Zweig.

Thank you to Jamie Berger, Becky Guttstein, Nola 
Katinsky, Joanne McCrory, Bonnie Pomerantz, Wen-
dy Soltz, Jon Tam, and Beth Zweig for baking and/
or sponsoring challot.

Get Involved By  
Becoming a Shamash
Are you interested in becoming more involved on 
Friday nights at the Temple? Consider becoming a 
shamash!

You may know the term from Hanukkah when we 
refer to the candle used to light the others on the 
menorah as the shamash or “helper” candle. The 
Hebrew word shamash also refers to a person who 
helps take care of things. That’s what we envision 
at CAV.

In this volunteer role at the Temple, the shamash 
will assist about a half-hour before services begin 
preparing the wine, juice and challah for Kiddush 
and motzi. The shamash also will help for a few 
minutes afterward by removing the leftover items. 
Not only do we appreciate the assistance, but this 
is an especially great way to get to know others in 
our congregation.

If you are interested in joining the Shamash  
team or ushering, please contact the Temple  
at office@templecav.org or Dawn Hammond  
at dawnghammond@gmail.com. 

A great turnout for the ROMEOs lunch in March over Chinese food.

Passover Resources for Your Seder
Passover, which begins on Wednesday evening, April 1, is the Jewish 
spring festival celebrating freedom and family as we remember the 
Exodus from Egypt more than 3,000 years ago.

Find resources for your celebration from the Union for Reform Juda-
ism:

Find Seder resources from the Union for Reform Judaism

Prepping for Passover: A Resource Round Up For A Satisfying Seder

Download A Free Passover Activity Book

Passover Videos

What to Expect at a Seder

Passover Recipes

Passover Books in the Temple Library

Meet Our New Custodian
We’re pleased to introduce the newest member of 
our Temple team! Darnita Bates started working 
as our custodian in late November 2025.

Born and raised in Fort Wayne, Darnita is the 
seventh of nine siblings. A 2008 graduate of Paul 
Harding High School, she earned a degree in 
cosmetology in 2014. She worked for 10 years at a 
nursing home facility as an environmental accoun-
tant and for five years as a dietary manager.

Darnita is a devoted mother of four beautiful children: Kahre, 16, Kamille, 
13, Katiyah, 7, and Keaun, 5. She likes watching movies with happy endings, 
cooking, reading, shopping, and spending time with family.

She currently is studying Early Childhood Development. Darnita said her 
future goal is to work with special needs children to help them thrive in life.

https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/passover
https://reformjudaism.org/blog/prepping-passover-resource-roundup-satisfying-seder
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/passover/download-free-passover-activity-book
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/passover/passover-videos
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/passover/what-expect-passover-seder
https://reformjudaism.org/reform-jewish-life/food-recipes/18-not-just-matzah-recipes-try-passover
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary/search/text/Passover
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Learn About Jewish Genealogy Using Polish Records
The Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society (NEIJGS) will 
present a series of programs on Jewish Genealogy Using 
Polish Records on Sunday, May 3 and Monday, May 4, featur-
ing noted genealogy experts Hadassah Lipsius (in person at the 
Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center) and Dr. Anna Wi-
ernicka (virtually from Poland), who will share research methods 
and historical context for tracing Jewish ancestry in Poland.

Join us on Sunday, May 3 at:

• �2:00 p.m.  “Polish Jewish Research – The JRI‑Poland 
Experience” to explore Jewish Records Indexing–Poland 
(JRI‑Poland), the world’s largest online index of Polish Jew-
ish vital records, resident registers, census lists, and related 
sources. Researchers will learn how to trace ancestors in both 
historical and present‑day Polish territories.

• �3:30 p.m., “Was My Ancestor Rich or Poor? What 
We Can Learn from Polish Business Court Records.” 
This includes Polish business court records, maintained by the 
Polish State Archives from 1916 through the 1940s, document 
enterprises ranging from small family businesses to larger 
partnerships. These records offer insights into family life and 
economic conditions between the world wars.

If you are unable to attend this program in person, join us online 
by registering on the NEIJGS website.

Join us on Monday, May 4 at:

• �9:30 a.m. - 30-minute consultations available between 9:30 
and 12:30 with Hadassah Lipsius at the Genealogy Center. Free 
assistance with your own personal research! E-mail NEIndiana-
JGS@gmail.com to sign up for a slot.

• �1:30 p.m. In-person Computer Workshop with Hadassah Lip-
sius at the Genealogy Center. Bring your own computer for this 
FREE hands-on workshop using resources from JRI-Poland, the 
Polish State Archives, and more. E-mail NEIndianaJGS@gmail.
com to sign up.

Hadassah Lipsius is Vice Presi-
dent and a member of the executive 
committee of Jewish Records Index-
ing–Poland (JRI‑Poland). A frequent 
speaker at international IAJGS 
conferences, she received the IAJGS 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2020 
and serves on the Executive Council 

of JGS Inc. Her work is informed by extensive research trips to 
Eastern Europe and more than 240 years of documented family 
history.

Dr. Anna Wiernicka is a historian, lectur-
er, researcher, and professional genealogist 
specializing in Jewish history in Poland. She 
was affiliated with the Varsaviana research 
group at the Jewish Historical Institute in 
Warsaw from 2011 to 2018. Her research 
focuses on Jewish life in the 19th‑century 
Kingdom of Poland, including women’s 
roles and everyday family life. She is a 

member of the Association of Polish Professional Genealogists 
since 2022.

NEIJGS gratefully acknowledges the continued support of the 
Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation, the Louis and Anne B. Schnei-
der Foundation, and the Allen County Public Library Genealogy 
Center.

Personalize Your Loved 
One’s Digital Yahrzeit Page
Have you previously purchased a bronze yahrzeit 
plaque for a loved one at Achduth Vesholom or 
B’nai Jacob? Or have you recently purchased a 
digital plaque on our new display in the foyer?

If so, we invite you to take advantage of special 
features on our new yahrzeit display by providing 
biographical information and photos of your family 
member. Forms are available both online or on 
paper to fill out with specific information about a 

loved one to submit to the Temple office to be added to the display.

Digital yahrzeit plaques are available for $500 each, with proceeds going to the Temple’s Endowment. While the congregation 
draws from our entire yahrzeit list when we say Kaddish during services, the digital display includes only names for those whose 
loved ones have purchased a plaque.

Please contact the Temple office at (260) 744-4245 with any questions.

https://neindianajgs.org/
https://neindianajgs.org/
http://www.neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/
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Donations
B’nai Jacob (Conservative)  
Judaism Fund

In memory of Deborah Sheray:  
Susie Miller

In memory of Annie Appel:  
Marcia & Dennis Reynolds

General Operations

A donation was received from:  
Jessica & Roger Ash; G.I. Latz II 
Foundation Fund; Rachel & Geoffrey 
Gordon; Doris Gottlieb; Juan Suarez; 
Judy & Steve Zacher

In memory of Daryoush Boudaie:  
Isaac Boudaie

In honor of Ronnie & Norm  
Greenberg's 60th Anniversary:  
Susan & Alan Cooperman

In memory of Debbie Sheray:  
Dora & Leonid Itkin

In memory of Clair Johnson  
& Fraida Safirstein: Kay Safirstein

Rabbi Kornspan Tzedakah Fund

A donation was received from:  
Janet & Bill Chambers

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund

A donation was received from:  
McNair Engel; Brooklyn Schreier;  
Steve Shine

In honor of Payton's conversion:  
Payton Coons & Rom Lalush

In memory of Ron Miller and  
Nikki Kaplan Stern: Susie Miller

In memory of Harry Rush:  
Jo Ellen & Mike Rush

Religious School

A donation was received from:  
Rachel & Geoffrey Gordon

In memory of Debbie Sheray:  
Fran & Irv Adler, Jere Leib, Marcia & 
Dennis Reynolds, Jo Ellen & Mike Rush, 
Cheryl Schorey

In memory of Hyman Abraham Sachs: 
Jeremy Sachs

Caring Committee 
Needs You
We are a kehilla kedosha (holy communi-
ty) at Congregation Achduth Vesholom, 
strengthening one another through our 
connection to each other. Our Temple 
family supports one another during 
difficult times and celebrates together at 
joyful ones.

We’d love to have your involvement on 
our Caring Committee. We have lots of 
ways for you to help!

Provide a meal for someone in need, 
make a phone call to offer support, or 
send a card. Give a ride to a medical 
appointment, Shabbat service, or a lunch 
with the ROMEOs. By helping in big or 
little ways, we increase the power of 
community. Contact Beth Zweig or the 
Temple office to volunteer.

Please also let Rabbi Meir or the Temple 
office know if a family member is in the 
hospital or if other situations arise when 
the congregation may be assistance. We 
aren’t always aware of situations unless 
family or friends notify us. 

Add A Leaf to  
the Olive Tree
Purchasing a leaf on the olive tree mural in the 
hallway leading to the Madge Rothschild Re-
source Center is a wonderful way to recognize 
an important person or significant occasion. 
Leaves are $180 each and may be personalized 
with three or four lines to highlight a lifecycle 
event, anniversary, or special kindness. Pro-
ceeds benefit the resource center.

Members of the Jewish community – including Dr. Steve Carr, Director of PFW’s 
Institute for Holocaust and Genocide Studies; Rabbi Meir Bargeron; and Jewish 
Federation of Fort Wayne President Ben Eisbart and Executive Director Michael 
Theise - hosted Indiana Lieutenant Governor Micah Beckwith on March 23 at the 
Rifkin Campus.

The visit included a comprehensive tour led by Rabbi Meir, highlighting the 
facility and the vibrancy of our local community, followed by a productive formal 
discussion regarding the Jewish community's core legislative and social priori-
ties. These included a Holocaust Education Mandate, security funding, addressing 
the rise of antisemitism, and proposing a statewide professional development 
symposium to equip educators with the tools necessary to advance Holocaust 
and tolerance education.

The Lieutenant Governor expressed a clear commitment to supporting and ad-
vancing these initiatives within the state government.
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April Yahrzeits
April 3-4
Jerome Ackerman

Mariana Apfelbaum

Libby Babich

Lucy Z. Berk

Elizabeth Bransilver

Mose Caplan

Mildred Cramer

Rae Dorman

Semen Drozdov

Louis Engelhard

Henriett Erber

Arnie Feinberg

Helen Fine

Marx Frank

Sophie Glazer

Minnie Glucklick

Mushke Golder

Isser Goldin

Bella Gubitz

Louis S. Hallenstein

Florence M. Hill

Dr. Sheldon Kantor

Joseph Klarke

Sigmund Lehman

Barney Levin

Bessie Levy

Mary Levy

Monroe Marcus

Dorothy G. Maier

Benjaim Margolies

Jerry Morgenstein

Nelson K. Neiman

Chaim Norkin

David Ochstein

Danny Rifkin

Barbara Sachs

Tauba Schachter

Isabel Sider

Adam Smulovitz

Barney Sterling

Flora Strouse

Sharon Subeck

Leta Taker

Lila Berman Tankel

Karen S. White

Ruth Zamrin

April 10
Steve Abrams

Ronald Brateman

Harry G. Browarsky

Jacob Bruch

Loretta Bukowski

May Bussel

Harry Dale

Jacob Eppstein

Sonia Finkelstein

Herman Freiburger

Jan Gassman

Rosemary Gentle

Etta Gepsman

Rita Gold

Ida Goldberg

Ira Greenberg

Aaron Haslacher

Louis Hirsch

Sidney M. Hutner

Ida Hutner

Tillie Starr Isay

Leopold Isay

Elizabeth Ruth Johnson

Samuel Kornspan

Sylvia Laderman

Rebecca Lande

Ida Latz

Samuel Lauferty

Irving Luskin

Ruth Mark

Frederick Milz

Harriet Mirman

Valette Moyer

Jane L. Neiman

Tillie Ochstein

Samuel Ochstein

Helen O'Neill

Ann Peltz

Jean Rehm

Barbara Rosen

Bess Rosenblatt

Otto D. Rothschild

Anna Lee Schefman

Ethel Schnitt

Benjamin Schultz

Sylvia L. Shafer

Harry Sheray

Erna Shulkin

Rosetta R. Siegle

Mark Smith

Samuel Stein

Earl Stewart

Anna Trauner

Morton Trauner

Philip Trivus

Marguerite Waltemath

Samuel Weinberg

Florence Weis

Tina Wilcox

Jane P. Woolner

Samuel Zweig

April 17-18
Moses Amber

Samuel Brateman

Sonia Cooperman

Sara A. Doppelt

Sophia Ebner

Leah Edelman

Oren Evan Ford

Eva Friedman

Cecilia Gans

Fred Glazer

Lena Goltz

Tania Leah Grinschpoun

June Saul Himelstein

Dorothy Horn

Judy Isroff

Rebecca Kaplan

Bella Kessler Klein

Louis Latker

Harry Levey

Larry Levin

Isidor Levy

Mike Mattingly

Irma M. Meyer

Steven Moyer

Carrie Nathan

Gary Nemeroff

Nate Nemeroff

Zelda Punsky

Peter Alan Rothberg

Bernard Rothschild

Arthur Michael Rudek

Arthur Albert Sapirie

Max T. Schmitz

Lena Silverman

Emma A. Strass

Israel Weber

Rosa Weil

Wyle Weiman

Dorothy Whisler

Alan Lawrence Winnerman

Gilbert Yossef Haim Ben 
Youdoul

April 24
Irvin Adams

Charles Baskes

Ann Block

Jacob Brateman

Edward K. Burcham

Ruth Cohen

Pearl Fichman

Meyer Fine

Rebecca Goldberg

Irwin Golden

Leonard Goldstein

Samuel A. Heilbroner

Leonel Kahn

Charles Kirschner

Dora Kudysh

Irina Kutsenok

Ben Levy

Irwin Mallin

Werner Manheim

Louis Masursky

Minnie S. Mendelson

Adelaide Pollak

Virginia Ray

Catherine Revesz

Jo Rothberg

Morris Ruderman

David L. Safran

Minnie Silverman

Margaret Silverman

Alan Slutsky

Samuel Herbert Stern

Louis Stiefel

Ida Ruth Superior

Sidney David Troy

Jennie Weisman

Lillian Weiss

Molly Wolf

Samuel Zaslawsky
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We Welcome Your Comments
The Temple Board welcomes your comments and  
suggestions. We will do our best to address your  
questions and concerns. We value the diversity of  

viewpoints within our congregation. For information, 
please contact the Temple office at (260) 744-4245  

or office@templecav.org. President Beth Zweig  
can be reached at (260) 433-3244  

or president@templecav.org. 

5200 Old Mill Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46807
P: (260) 744-4245 F: (260) 744-4246
office@templecav.org
www.templecav.org

Charter Member of the Union For Reform Judaism
Meir Bargeron, Rabbi

The Temple is located at the Rifkin Campus at 5200. Our Campus partners  
are the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne, the Fort Wayne Jewish Cemetery  
Association, the PFW Institute for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Brightpoint 
Head Start, the Madge Rothschild Resource Center, and the Northeast Indiana 
Jewish Genealogy Society.
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President: Beth Zweig
President-Elect: Amy Krouse
VP Programs: Dawn Hammond
VP Finance: Sam Krouse
Secretary: Nick Young

David Crell
Kate Crell

Geoffrey Gordon
Becky Guttstein

Greg Shoup
Micah Soltz

Mimi Zelman

Rabbi Meir Bargeron: rabbi@templecav.org
Samara Sheray: Executive Director cavadmin@templecav.org
Beth Zweig: Bulletin Editor bulletin@templecav.org
Jamie Fritz: Comptroller accounts@templecav.org 
Stephanie Gottesman: Youth Education and Family Engagement Director youth@templecav.org 
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Want to receive our newsletter?  
Send your email address to office@templecav.org   

The deadline for the May Bulletin  
is Wednesday, April 15.

Office Hours: Tuesday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

facebook.com/templecavfw Achduth Vesholom Congregation

President’s Corner
BETH ZWEIG
Each week in the email to our Temple family, we 
include this suggestion: “Can’t join us live for our ser-
vice? Click here to watch it later on YouTube!”

Not too many weeks ago, I did. I’d been out of town 
on Shabbat and wanted to catch Rabbi Meir’s D’var 
Torah. I listened to his words of wisdom “on demand,” 

connecting to a Jewish message that I would have otherwise missed.

It occurred to me afterward that it was almost six years to the day when 
technology became a vital lifeline for congregational life. The date was 
March 12, 2020, a Thursday night and a few days after a huge turnout 
for the Purim Carnival.

I was sitting at a Temple Board meeting in the Madge Rothschild 
Resource Center. News about the COVID-19 global pandemic had led 
our leadership to spread out along multiple tables – our first experience 
with social distancing - to discuss what to do to keep our members safe. 
After much discussion amid uncertainty, the Board voted unanimously 
to close the building the next afternoon.

As Communications Committee chair, I wrote the first COVID-19 email 
update to our Temple family that Friday, announcing that we’d be clos-
ing for the coming weeks. I worked with our team - including President 
Ellen Tom, Rabbi Paula Jayne Winnig, and Executive Director Samara 
Sheray - to develop plans to stay in touch with members and keep 
operations running.

Rabbi Paula posted a Shabbat message on Facebook, with a video of 
her lighting candles in the Sanctuary. Before too long, Rabbi Paula was 

leading services on Zoom from her apartment, with members partici-
pating from home.

In April 2020, our Temple family celebrated Leo Powell’s Bar Mitzvah 
online and shared candle lighting for Passover on Zoom. In July, Rabbi 
Meir became our spiritual leader and met most congregants for the 
first time in a Zoom room. During the High Holy Days, he led worship 
services on YouTube.

Now, in early 2026, life has resumed normalcy, but livestreaming has 
changed much. It’s here to stay. Services are offered in person and 
online. The Temple board meets most often on Zoom. So do most of our 
committees and lifelong learning classes. The annual meeting is hybrid. 
Religious School has returned to in-person only, yet Hebrew School is 
online to allow greater access to instructors.

Technology also has allowed members who don’t live locally, snowbirds, 
those who don’t drive at night or have a babysitter, to take part in pro-
gramming. Livestreaming equipment is installed in the Sanctuary, Social 
Hall, and Goldstine-B’nai Jacob Chapel, with it soon to be added in the 
resource center, under Samara’s capable leadership. Richard Hambrook 
and Timmy Oberley regularly run our livestreaming.

It’s difficult to replace the specialness of casual interactions – the ones 
that lead to new friendships or exploring common interests. Yet it’s  
important for our CAV family to embrace the opportunities that  
technology can offer to help us to adapt and thrive. I look forward  
to seeing you soon, whether at the Temple or online.

The Temple office will be closed  
on Thursday, April 2 for Passover.

FROM THE TEMPLE BOARD AND STAFF!
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