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Author Kenneth Stern to Speak at  
Yom Hashoah Commemoration in April

Cantor Rosalie Will joined us for a wonderful musical Shabbat on January 30-31 at the Temple, filled with singing and learning. A 
festive Oneg Shabbat followed the evening service, followed by a lively song session. On Shabbat morning, Cantor Will led a program 
on “Music as Midrash,” which explored the ways that music creates prayerful experiences and tells stories. She described the “4 M’s of 
Jewish Music,” Majesty, Meeting, Meditation, and Memory, and participants discussed the ways they experience these in synagogue 
music. It was a session of learning and listening with a lot of group singing. 

Thank you to Cantor Will and Rabbi Meir for a meaningful Shabbat. Thank you to Joanne & Elliott McCrory and Beth & Dan Zweig for 
hosting the Oneg Shabbat. And to the Dr. Louis A. and Anne B. Schneider Foundation for its generous support.

Kenneth S. Stern, Director of the 
Bard Center for the Study of Hate 
and award-winning author,  
scholar and attorney, will speak at 
Fort Wayne’s annual community Yom 
HaShoah commemoration  

on Monday, April 13 at 7 p.m. at the Rifkin Campus.

A service of remembrance led by Rabbi Meir Bargeron will 
include community participants and music by Maestro Robert 
Nance. The service also will be on YouTube. The event is free  
and open to the public.

Stern’s latest book is The Conflict Over the Conflict: The Israel/
Palestine Campus Debate. For 25 years, he was director of the 
division on antisemitism and extremism at the American  
Jewish Committee. Stern is the editor of Simply Human: A Guide 
to Understanding and Combating Hate and also served as execu-
tive director of the Justus & Karin  
Rosenberg Foundation.

The commemoration is sponsored by the Jewish Federation of 
Fort Wayne and Congregation Achduth Vesholom with support 
from the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation.
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Crockpots filled with delicious homemade soup created by our CAV chefs were available 
on February 6 for sampling at Souper Bowl Shabbat. Attendees voted on their favorite 
soup during a friendly competition. Congratulations to the top 3 People’s Choice winners: 
David Crell won first place with Tom Kha Gai soup; Kate Crell won second place with  
(kosher) Beef and Wild Rice Soup; and third place went to David Winn with Chicken 
Tortilla soup. Other offerings included chicken pasta fagioli soup and chicken with chicken 
sausage gumbo.

The Caring Committee will utilize the leftover soup. Thank you to Souper Bowl Chairs Kate 
& David Crell and their team: Dawn Hammond, Denny Reynolds, Michael Theise, Kate The-
ise, Kim Meredith, Roman Danvers, and David Winn. Thank you to Rabbi Meir for leading a 
lovely service before the dinner.



LIBRARY NEWS
Sydney Taylor Award Winners Now 
Available in the Library
The winners of the Sydney Taylor Award for outstanding books for 
children and teens were recently announced, and most of them have 
been added to our collection in the Rabbi Richard B. Safran Library.

Shabbat Shalom: Let’s Rest and Reset by Suzy Ultman was the win-
ner in the Picture Book category. This board 
book is part of a four-part series of “My First 
Books of Jewish Culture,” all of which have 
been added to our collection. Picture book 
honors were awarded to Laurel Snyder’s The 
Book of Candles: Eight Poems for Hanukkah, 
The Keeper of Stories by Caroline Pritchard, 
and Laura Gehl’s My Body Can. Three ti-

tles were named as “Picture Book Notables.” These were Fanny’s 
Big Idea: How Jewish Book Week was Born by Richard Michelson, 
Finding Forgiveness by Rebecca Levington, and The Remembering 
Candle by Alison Goldberg.

Neshama by Marcella Pixley was the winner in 
the Middle Grade category. Anna, a bullied girl 
who sees ghosts, the spirits of her ancestors, is 
at the center of this novel-in-verse. Beinoni by 
Mari Lowe was awarded Middle Grade Honors.  
Five books were named as “Middle Grade Nota-
bles.” Those selected include Right Back at You 
by Carolyn Mackler, Same Page by Elly Swartz, 
The Trouble with Secrets by Naomi Milliner, A 
World Worth Saving by Kyle Lukoff, and The 

Daughter of Auschwitz: The Girl Who Lived to Tell Her Story. The last 
is a memoir written specifically for middle grade readers.

Abby White’s D.J. Rosenblum Becomes the 
G.O.A.T. was the winner in the Young Adult cat-
egory. D.J. Rosenblum is coping with, and trying 
to solve, the mystery of her cousin Rachel’s 
death. She has also moved to a new school and 
is preparing for her Bat Mitzvah. Young Adult 
Honors went to Jordyn Taylor’s The Rebel Girls 
of Rome.   Leaving the Station by Jake Arlow was 
selected as a “Young Adult Notable” book.

Finally, it’s worth mentioning that Uri Shulevitz received an award 
this year for his Body of Work. Born in Warsaw, Poland, in 1935, he 
passed away in February of 2025. Five of his titles are currently part 
of our collection: Chance: Escape from the Holocaust: Memories of a 
Refugee Childhood, Hanukah Money, The Secret Room, The Travels 
of Benjamin of Tudela: Through Three Continents in the Twelfth 
Century, and The Treasure. He also illustrated several more titles in 
our collection.

You can browse the full catalog of our collection online. Self-check-
out is available at the library desk whenever the building is open. 
Please take advantage of this member resource.
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Mazel Tov To:

BOB WALTERS on receiving the inaugural Robert 
S. Walters Downtown Legacy Award in February at 
the Celebrate Downtown event. He was honored 
for more than 30 years of support for Downtown 
Fort Wayne (formerly the Downtown Improvement 
District) and was one of the founding members of 
the organization in 1995. He currently serves as its 
Interim President and CEO.

Join Temple Book Club  
Discussion on March 10

Our Temple Book Club will return 
on Tuesday, March 10 at 7 p.m. on 
Zoom when we discuss The Last 
Dekrepitzer with author Howard 
Langer.

A winner of the National Jewish 
Book Award, the novel tells the 
story of the Dekrepitzer Rebbe, a 
fiddler who survived the war, trac-
ing his journey from the moun-

tains of Southern Poland to the Columbus Circle subway 
station in New York City.

From Marc Katz in the Jewish Book Council Review, "The 
Last Dekrepitzer is a novel that will surprise readers with 
its depth and introduce them to one of the more unique 
characters to appear on the contemporary Jewish liter-
ary scene."

All Temple members are invited to join our conversation 
with the author. The book is available in the Temple 
library.  A link will be included in the Temple’s weekly 
e-mail.

The ROMEOs usually meet twice a month for lunch 
around Fort Wayne, enjoying different restaurants 
around the city. February lunches include Indian food. 
Thanks to Denny Reynolds for organizing. Find the 
March locations on page 2.

https://jewishlibraries.org/sydney_taylor_book_award/
https://jewishlibraries.org/sydney_taylor_book_award/
https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/library/
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
https://downtownfortwayne.com/
https://downtownfortwayne.com/
https://downtownfortwayne.com/
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-last-dekrepitzer
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-last-dekrepitzer
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-last-dekrepitzer
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Mi Sheibeirach Helps Us Come  
Together as a Community
Our Mi Sheibeirach list helps us come together as a congregation and 
community to think of those among us who especially need healing, 
care, and compassion. We encourage you to add your loved one’s name 
by calling the Temple office at (260) 744-4245 or emailing us at  
office@TempleCAV.org so that those we hold dear will be called to 
mind during our Shabbat services.

Names will remain on the list for four weeks. For those who wish to 
have a family member or friend’s name listed for longer, please contact 
us to make another request. Thank you for helping us keep your list 
current. You also may share your loved one’s name during services 
when the service leader asks for additional Mi Shebeirach names.

Learn more about the Mi Shebeirach prayer. Rabbi Meir and the  
Temple’s Caring Committee are available to offer support and comfort, 
so please let us know when situations arise where we may be of help. 
We are a kehillah kedoshah, a holy community. Our Temple family  
supports one another during difficult times and joyous ones.

We Appreciate Our 
Challah Bakers and 
Sponsors!
Our dedicated team of challah bakers and 
sponsors add to our Shabbat experience by 

providing delicious and beautiful challot to enjoy on Friday evenings after 
services. If you’d like to join our team, please contact Jon Tam or Beth Zweig.

Thank you to Jamie Berger, Becky Guttstein, Nola Katinsky, Joanne McCrory, 
Bonnie Pomerantz, Wendy Soltz, Jon Tam, and Beth Zweig for baking and/or 
sponsoring challot.

Get Involved By  
Becoming a Shamash
Are you interested in becoming more involved on 
Friday nights at the Temple? Consider becoming a 
shamash!

You may know the term from Hanukkah when we 
refer to the candle used to light the others on the 
menorah as the shamash or “helper” candle. The 
Hebrew word shamash also refers to a person who 
helps take care of things. That’s what we envision at 
CAV.

In this volunteer role at the Temple, the shamash 
will assist about a half-hour before services begin 
preparing the wine, juice and challah for Kiddush 
and motzi. The shamash also will help for a few 
minutes afterward by removing the leftover items. 
Not only do we appreciate the assistance, but this is 
an especially great way to get to know others in our 
congregation.

If you are interested in joining the Shamash team, 
please contact the Temple at office@templecav.
org or Dawn Hammond at dawnghammond@gmail.
com. If you’re interested in helping as an usher on 
Fridays, please also let us know.

Plan to Attend the URJ  
Biennial in Philadelphia
Be part of North America’s largest Jewish gath-
ering at the Union for Reform Judaism Biennial 
on December 10-13, 2026 in Philadelphia. Join 
lay leaders, professionals, clergy, and community 
members for bold conversations, transformative 
learning, spiritual renewal, meaningful action, and 
powerful insights from today’s leading Jewish 
voices.

The Biennial program includes intensive learning, 
prayer, and connection, focusing on reimagining 
Jewish life, ethics, justice, and spiritual renewal. 
It features expert-led sessions, inspiring wor-
ship, major speakers, musical performances, and 
opportunities to shape the future direction of the 
Reform Movement. Find out more

Please contact the Temple office if you plan to 
attend.

During Hot Topics Shabbat on 
February 20, Amanda Fall, the city 
of Fort Wayne’s first Homeless 
Services Manager, told Temple 
members about community efforts 
to serve the unhoused. She works 
with nonprofits to see what ser-
vices are available, seeks oppor-
tunities for collaboration, iden-
tifies gaps in service, and makes 
recommendations to the city for 
addressing needs.

In conversation with the Temple’s 
Social Action Committee Chair 
Rena Black, Fall explained that 
the unhoused are found in all 
quadrants of Fort Wayne. Watch 
the service and program to learn 
more at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=VZAh6wcr9TE

https://reformjudaism.org/beliefs-practices/prayers-blessings/mi-shebeirach-prayer-healing
https://events.urj.org/event/2026presale/summary
https://events.urj.org/event/2026presale/summary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZAh6wcr9TE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZAh6wcr9TE
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Jewish History and Resources from  
Around the World at the Genealogy Center

One of the perks of 
hosting the 2025 IAJGS 
International Conference 
on Jewish Genealogy last 
summer in Fort Wayne 
has been access to all 
the additional resources 
that the Allen County 
Public Library Genealogy 
Center acquired for the 
occasion.

Thanks to John Beatty, a 
genealogy librarian, the 
Northeast Indiana Jewish 
Genealogy Society has 
run a column on new 
Jewish resources in 
its quarterly newslet-
ter since its inception. 
Hundreds of titles were 

added to the collection in time for our visitors from around the 
world. The Genealogy Center looked to past conferences and 
upcoming speakers to make sure they could provide researchers 
with what was needed. They also sought out organizations that 
published Jewish genealogy titles, including a couple of societies 
in Europe.

The books cover all subjects and countries worldwide, and 
include memorial books, congregational histories, encyclopedias, 
histories, and just about every sort of genealogy book you can 
imagine.

A small sample of the 
resources includes The 
Jewish Oregon Story by 
Ellen Eisenberg, Wysz-
kowo, a Shtetl on the Bug 
River by Adele Mondry, 
Sephardi Jews of Barba-
dos 1627-1934 by Simon 
Kreindler, Argentina & the 
Jews: A History of Jewish 
Immigration by Haim Avni, 
and What’s in a Name? 
A Young Person’s Jewish 
Genealogy Workbook by 
Stephen M. Cohen and 
Caryn Alter.

And there’s more! Thanks 
to a connection made 

prior to the conference, the Jewish Genealogical Society of Palm 
Beach County, Florida, has donated their library to the Genealo-
gy Center.

We can be proud that the decision was influenced by the video 
that the NEIJGS made to promote the Genealogy Center for the 
conference! This large collection of over 500 titles covers Jewish 
history and genealogy around the world.

According to Beatty, “They are books we would have difficulty 
finding, so they are really a most welcome addition and comple-
ment our large collection of Yizkor books very nicely.”

Examples include Ghetto Shanghai by Evelyn Pike Rubin, 
The Graphic History of the Jewish Heritage by Pinchas Woll-
man-Tsamir, Dictionary of Jewish Lore and Legend by Alan 
Unterman, and The Ketuba: Jewish Marriage Contracts through 
the Ages by David Davidovitch.

The library’s collection of yizkor books are memorial books for 
towns destroyed in the Holocaust and are enormously valuable 
for historical and genealogical research. Many were originally 
published in Yiddish, and JewishGen continues to publish English 
translations of these titles. The Genealogy Center has a complete 
set of those translations and keeps their collection up to date.

Their own collection of memorial books is actually much larger, 
and dates back to a former librarian Susan Kaufman who began 
focusing development efforts in that direction more than 20 
years ago. Adam Barrone, the current Periodical Source Index 
supervisor, has found many Jewish and eastern European period-
ical titles for the collection that had previously escaped notice. 
And those involved in collection development continue to search 
used book websites and more to expand the library’s Jewish 
collection.

“We continue to receive donations of publications from attend-
ees' personal libraries as well as books they penned themselves 
for our Genealogy Center collection,” said Curt Witcher, ACPL’s 
Director of Special Collections. “They nearly all indicate what a 
great time they had researching here and that they really want 
their works among our holdings.”

The NEIJGS plans to promote the 
resources available in Fort Wayne 
in connection with the programs 
we offer. Those of us who live 
nearby have so much to take 
advantage of.   Hosting the IAJGS 
conference has added enor-
mously to the resources at our 
own ACPL Genealogy Center. We 
encourage you to take advantage 
of what is available in downtown 

Fort Wayne.

Betsy Gephart, NEIJGS President

https://iajgs2025.org/
https://iajgs2025.org/
https://iajgs2025.org/
https://iajgs2025.org/
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy
https://www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQ7N2eWfvXU
https://www.iajgs.org/
https://www.iajgs.org/
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Donations
Adult Education Fund

In honor of the first anniversary of her 
conversion: Cassie Balfanz

In memory of Thomas Butz: Nola &  
Matthew Katinsky

B’nai Jacob (Conservative) Judaism 
Fund

In memory of Abe Kaplan and Rose  
Ochstein Kaplan: Susie Miller

Endowment Fund

In memory of her mother, Esther  
Congress: Marcia & Denny Reynolds

Floral Fund

In honor of the first anniversary of her 
conversion: Cassie Balfanz

General Operations

A donation was received from: Christa 
Cartwright; Rachel & Geoffrey Gordon; 
Marilyn & Jeff Herman; Jo Ellen & Mike 
Rush; Juan Suarez

In memory of Maurice "Mooch" Lewis: 
Larry & Carol Adelman

In memory of Dennis Bargeron: Rabbi Meir 
Bargeron & Jon Tam

In memory of Bill & Louise Warshauer: 
Susie Ferkel

In memory of Mooch Lewis: Sandy & Brian 
Nachlis

In honor of Yaniv S.: Rachel Taykowski

Prayer Book Fund

A donation was received from: Herbert 
Leshay

Thoughtful Thursdays

A donation was received from: Jessica & 
Roger Ash; Rita O’Neill

In memory of Elise Cohen: Karen Sandler

Rabbi Kornspan Tzedakah Fund

A donation was received from: Jan & Bill 
Chambers

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

A donation was received from: Christa 
Cartwright; McNair Engel

In honor of the first anniversary of her 
conversion: Cassie Balfanz

In memory of Ann Fichman: Kaye Fichman 
& Peter Alexander

In memory of my partner Chris Callahan: 
Norma Friedman

In memory of Adrianne Benson Gold: 
Joanne & Elliott McCrory

ROMEOs

In memory of Solomon Kramer: Cheryl 
Schorey

Temple Gardens Fund – Sposeep  
Outdoor Chapel

In memory of Jennifer E. Cohen & Lynn V. 
Cohen: Elissa & Steve Cohen

We Care
Please let the Temple office or Rabbi  
Meir know if a family member is in 
the hospital or if other situations 
arise when the congregation may 
be of assistance or comfort. We 
aren’t always aware of situations 
unless family or friends notify us.

Become Legacy Society Member with Planned Gift
One of the best ways we can sustain a Jewish presence in northeast Indiana is through a lasting gift to Congregation Achduth Vesholom.

More than 40 congregants already have become members of the L’dor Vador Legacy Society since it was established in 2012 to en-
courage individuals to make arrangements to remember the Temple in their estates. Legacy society members are recognized at the 
Temple’s Annual Meeting in June.

To become a society member, please inform the Temple in writing that you have made provisions to remember the congregation 
in your estate. For further information about the L’dor Vador Legacy Society or making a planned gift now or in the future, contact 
Planned Giving Committee Co-Chair Beth Zweig at blzweig@msn.com.

mailto:blzweig@msn.com
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March Yahrzeits
March 6 & 7

Phyllis Adele Agrue

Jesse Amber

Chuma Appel

Josephine Bach

Barbara Berger

Anatoliy Berkovich

Shalome Boudai

Daryoush Boudaie

Rose Burrs

Chris Callahan

Sarah Cohen

Carrie Dessauer

Louis Dessauer

Mordacai Falakovicz

Victor N. Farhi

Theodore Frank

Audrey Gerson

Ginette Bat Nathan Ve 
Rachel

Rose Goldstine

Betty Jane Barton 
Gubitz

Matilda Hallenstein

Yetta Hassan

Fannie K. Heilbroner

Helen Himelstein

Robert P. Hirsch

Penelope Houseman

Robert L. Kalver

Mae Porter Kann

Conner Koons

Sam Kramer

Louis Kwatnez

Dr. Don Alan Lee

Harriet Lesser

Jerry Lesson

Elmer Lewis

Nathan Liff

Jim Long

Anna Lee Marcus

Sarah Kalver Max

Amy Pincus

Leonard Rifkin

Ed Roberts

Alex Rosenberg

Jacob Rosenberg

Harry Rosensweet

Frances Rothenberg

Florence Rudin

Herbert Rynearson

Fraida Safirstein

Jay Allen Safran

Estelle Salnitsky

Herbert A. Schiller

Eugene Schmidt

Rose Schwartz

Julius Schwarz

Ida Stern

 

March 13

Isadore Babich

Yochuonon Barton

Rose Becker

Perry Carson

Ralph Clark

Abe H. Dubin

Raymond Farhi

Eddie Field

Alegria Fine

Rosa S. Fishman

Marian L. Frankenstein

Benjamin Friedman

Lois Goode

Abraham Goodman

Ken Horwitz

Joy July-Amber

Abraham Kaplan

Morris Kaye

Robert M King

Reuben Leb Komisarow

Charlotte Korin

Donald Kornspan

Margot Krel

Paul Lecher

Becky Levin

Edna Levine

Bill Llewellyn

Calla Lowenhar

Samuel Nemeroff

Hannah Nirdlinger

Abraham Joseph 
Roseman

Esther Roseman

Ida Rothschild

Arlene Sambur

Estelle King Schaffer

Rose S. Schwartz

Bee  Siegel

Melvin Smith

Florence Smith

Rosalie W. Solomon

Julius J. Stein

Rose Sulzer

Sigmund Teitel

Doris Tillinger

Edith Warschawski

William Warshauer

Eve Weinswig

Francis Weisberg

Edie Zweig

 

March 20-21

Regina Ackerman

Samuel Babich

Racheal Barton

Sam Berebitsky

Walter Bordens

Joseph Chodash

Molly Cohen

Lynn Jeanette Cohen

Louis Cremer

Yetta Dessauer

Morris Dicker

Lucille Doppelt

Goldie DuBow

Frances Schwartz 
Edlow

Lee Gilbert

Dave Gold

Ruth G. Haslacher

Edith Horwitz

Helen M. Isay

Sigmund W. Kann

Mildred Price Katzen-
stein

Betty Lauferty

Zalman Levine

Alfred Levy

Miriam Light

Joseph Mast

Virginia Mayer

Nancy Mihalyo

Robert Samuel Mirman

Stephen Pomerantz

Calvin Prady

Mordecai Rifkin

Solomon Rothschild

Elaine Shine

Isaac Sposeep

Moses Strouse

Jack O. Weil

Minnie Weinraub

Nathan Weinstein

Loni Wolf

Thomas Zefo

Louis Zweig

 

March 27

Joseph Adler

John Aichele

Samuel Appel

Jacob Ben-Yehoshua

Isaac Bosell

Herbert Brateman

Dorothy M. Brazy

Herman Davis

William DuBow

Rena Edlavitch

Lois Levine Edwards

B. David Fishman

Hazel L. Grove

Sarah Mildred Jacobson

Helen LaPoff

Isaac Lauferty

James Leib

Harry Leiberman

David Levin

Chester Lichtenberg

Moses Lichtenberg

Shirley Ruth Mar-
er-Brateman

Mac Marlow

Ronald Miller

Harold J. Novitsky

Norman Prady

Ida Price

Dr. Bernard Rosenblatt

Madelon J. Rothschild

Rebecca Safirstein

Izidor Schachter

Arnold Schaffer

Barbara Hirsch Schreier

Elizabeth Schwartz

Paul F. Schwartz

Betty Joe Seligman

Etta G. Sheray

Sarah Steiber

Nikki Kaplan Stern

Irene Todd

Rachel Weiss

Diane Wolf

Ryan Zimmerman

Condolences To:
• �Donna & Josh Tourkow and family on 

the death of his sister, Debbie Sheray,  
on February 18, 2026 in Montana. 
We also think of Aliza Tourkow, and 
Samara Sheray and family on the loss 
of their aunt. 

• �Mike Lewis and family on the death of 
his brother, Maurice, and sister-in-law 
Barbara Lewis on January 27, 2026 in 
Rochester, IN.
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We Welcome Your Comments
The Temple Board welcomes your comments and  
suggestions. We will do our best to address your  
questions and concerns. We value the diversity of  

viewpoints within our congregation. For information, 
please contact the Temple office at (260) 744-4245  

or office@templecav.org. President Beth Zweig  
can be reached at (260) 433-3244  

or president@templecav.org. 

5200 Old Mill Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46807
P: (260) 744-4245 F: (260) 744-4246
office@templecav.org
www.templecav.org

Charter Member of the Union For Reform Judaism
Meir Bargeron, Rabbi

The Temple is located at the Rifkin Campus at 5200. Our Campus partners  
are the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne, the Fort Wayne Jewish Cemetery  
Association, the PFW Institute for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Brightpoint 
Head Start, the Madge Rothschild Resource Center, and the Northeast Indiana 
Jewish Genealogy Society.

OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES
President: Beth Zweig
President-Elect: Amy Krouse
VP Programs: Dawn Hammond
VP Finance: Sam Krouse
Secretary: Nick Young

David Crell
Kate Crell

Geoffrey Gordon
Becky Guttstein

Greg Shoup
Micah Soltz

Mimi Zelman

Rabbi Meir Bargeron: rabbi@templecav.org
Samara Sheray: Executive Director cavadmin@templecav.org
Beth Zweig: Bulletin Editor bulletin@templecav.org
Jamie Fritz: Comptroller accounts@templecav.org 
Stephanie Gottesman: Youth Education and Family Engagement Director youth@templecav.org 
Just Sue Graphic Design: Bulletin Design

Want to receive our newsletter?  
Send your email address to office@templecav.org   

The deadline for the April Bulletin  
is Monday, March 16.

Office Hours: Tuesday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

facebook.com/templecavfw Achduth Vesholom Congregation

President’s Corner
BETH ZWEIG
A family from out of town came to Fort Wayne 
a few weeks ago to bury a loved one at the Fort 
Wayne Jewish Cemetery. In making funeral 
arrangements, they had asked Rabbi Meir, who 
was officiating, if the Temple could help gather a 
minyan so they could say Kaddish.

That simple request, followed by a few phone calls and texts, led 
several congregants to bundle up against the cold weather to 
attend the graveside service for someone they didn’t know.

Not only did they understand that it was a mitzvah to show 
up, but also to participate in an important way in our kehillah 
kedosha, our holy community. When word spreads of a need in 
our extended Temple family, our members try to respond in ways 
that underscore the value and virtue of a faith community.

We demonstrate support in many ways: Bringing a comforting 
meal following a health challenge. Running an errand for a care-
giver. Sitting with a family member in a hospital waiting room.

Giving a ride to Shabbat services, a ROMEOs lunch, or a medical 
appointment. Sending a birthday card or note of condolence. 
Inviting a newcomer for coffee. Providing a care package for new 
parents or a tray of cookies for a shiva. Listening when someone 
needs to talk.

One of our most important roles is providing this tangible sense 
of community. We’ve done so since Fort Wayne’s fledgling Jew-

ish community came together in 1848 as a Society for Visiting 
the Sick and Burying the Dead. Our founders strongly embraced 
the mitzvah of bikkur cholim (visiting the sick).

Even today, we strive for our entire Temple family to be part of 
an informal network of caring individuals, embracing our CAV 
community with empathy and compassion.

During Shabbat services, when the names of those in need of 
healing are read, we join our voices to sing the Mi Shebeirach. 
This communal prayer always has been meaningful to me, even 
more so during the many months when my mother was very 
ill. The kindness of others who sometimes noticed my tears or 
regularly asked about her made all the difference in coping with 
a tough situation.

By reaching out, by leaning on each other, by recognizing our 
responsibility to one another, by helping in big or little ways as 
we are able, we increase the power of community.

We invite you to get involved with our Caring Committee, which 
works closely with Rabbi Meir to respond to situations as need-
ed.

Caring for each other is an important way to build relationships 
and strengthen our community. It means leading with chesed 
(lovingkindness). Please contact me or Rabbi Meir if you’d like to 
get involved with this important effort. 

Chag Purim Sameach
FROM THE TEMPLE BOARD AND STAFF

mailto:president@templecav.org
mailto:office@templecav.org
https://templecav.org/caring-community/
https://templecav.org/caring-community/

