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A Neighborhood Block Party on September 7 with friends from the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Fort Wayne, as well as our 
Woodhurst and Southwood Park neighbors, was great fun for all. The Fort Wayne Pride Band provided music while people picnicked 
and played. Thank you to Dawn Hammond for coordinating.

Our Intergenerational Shabbat Service on September 5 launched the new fall service time of 6 p.m. and connected children and 
adults of all ages for a lively worship experience with music, singing, and stories. We also celebrated Consecration with three students 
who are beginning their formal Jewish education. Mazel tov to Morgan Gottesman-Tod, daughter of Stephanie Gottesman and Jon 
Tod; Noah Krouse, son of Amy & Sam Krouse; and Jacob Menzies, son of Anya & Marc Menzies. The service was led by Rabbi Meir with 
music by Norm and Ronnie Greenberg.

Thank you to Rabbi Meir, Youth Education and Family Engagement Director Stephanie Gottesman, Ritual Committee Chair Dawn 
Hammond, Kate Crell, Norm Greenberg and Nola Katinsky, as well as those who contributed to the beautiful Oneg Shabbat.

Thank you to Stephanie Gottesman, Joanne McCrory, and Jon Tam for the wonderful pictures.
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Meet Our New Administrative Assistant
CARA TWISS 
We’re pleased to introduce Cara Twiss, who began 
in August as our new Administrative Assistant in the 
Temple office. She is thrilled to join the CAV staff! 
Cara has lived in Woodhurst for 10 years with her 
husband, Ryan, and their two daughters, Jane, 6, 
and Eve, 4, with whom she has stayed home since 
her eldest’s birth.

She is active as a director for Woodhurst’s HOA 
and enjoys volunteering for PTA events at Bunche and Towles, where her 
children attend school.

Cara grew up on the southwest side of Fort Wayne, graduating from 
Homestead High School. She studied Speech Therapy at Purdue West 
Lafayette and Purdue Fort Wayne. Her professional background has been 
in social service donor engagement and volunteer management.

Cara has a huge heart for mid-century modern architecture, furniture and 
design, and loves spending time swimming, cycling, knitting, gardening, 
and making art with things she has grown.

News From The Board
The City of Fort Wayne’s lift station project behind the Temple is  
progressing. Executive Director Samara Sheray told the Temple Board that 
the timeline for completion has shifted from September to later in the fall. 
Recent improvements include installation of a cedar fence along the north 
property line and new curbs, with new blacktop coming soon.

As a gesture of appreciation and community support, she said, the city 
plans to add 20 mature evergreen trees in December along the north 
property line and expanded the “drivable area” of blacktop at the rear of 
the building. Samara said this additional space will significantly improve 
day-to-day operations, particularly during high-traffic events such as 
the corned beef fundraiser, allowing for safer and more efficient vehicle 
navigation.

The Temple received a generous donation of $30,000 from the Audrey & 
Joe Gerson Foundation.

Rabbi Meir Bargeron reported to the Board that we have retained Cantor 
Penny Myers for 5787 to lead Conservative High Holy Days services.

The Board approved two membership applications: In September, Emily & 
Alex Kutsenok and their children, Iris, 5, and Avi, 4, and in October, Rabbi 
Bruce J. Pfeffer & Dr. Amy Beth Kressel.

Mazel Tov To:

BRANDON ROBERTS on his marriage to Skylar Wnetrzak on 
September 27, 2025 in Fort Wayne. Mazel tov to his parents, Debby & 
Keith Roberts, and grandmother, Susie Miller. Congratulations also to 
Skylar’s parents, Jennifer Vidal and Christopher Wnetrzak.

Welcome Our New Members

RABBI BRUCE J. PFEFFER  
& DR. AMY BETH KRESSEL

We’re pleased to welcome Rabbi Bruce J. 
Pfeffer & Dr. Amy Beth Kressel as the newest 
members of our Temple family!

They relocated in October to Fort Wayne from 
Indianapolis for Amy’s new position as System 
Level Medical Director of Infection Prevention 
at Parkview Health. Bruce is a hospital chaplain 
and co-chair of the Indiana Board of Rabbis.

Amy & Bruce grew up on the East Coast and 
met in Cincinnati. Bruce was ordained at 
Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of 
Religion in Cincinnati. They have two children, 
Leia, 24, and Max, 21, who grew up in Cincinnati 
and Indianapolis.

Bruce volunteered for the Marion County 
Master Gardeners Association as a volunteer 
auctioneer at the annual Plant Sale and Auction. 
He’s also a student (and sometime teacher) of 
origami, Haiku, crochet, and book binding.

They look forward to participating in lifelong 
learning and worship services at the Temple. 
Bruce also is interested in interfaith activities 
and helping with the corned beef fundraiser. 

Want To Get More  
Involved at Temple?
What better way to meet people and get involved  
in congregational life than by volunteering your  
time and talents. Whether you have a special skill  
to contribute or can assist wherever needed, we  
appreciate and need volunteers. Our volunteers 
provide vital assistance to our staff and help our 
congregation thrive. We need you!

We have ongoing or occasional volunteer  
opportunities!

Assist with Thoughtful Thursdays, teach in our  
Religious School, help with mailings, or make phone 
calls to those in need of caring. Usher at services, prep  
wine and challah on Friday evening, host an Oneg 
Shabbat, organize a Shabbat dinner after services, 
or polish and help with upkeep of ritual objects. Set 
tables or help with a fundraiser or holiday activity, 
work in the library, or assist with an event.

Please contact President Beth Zweig at president@
templecav.org to let us know your interests so we can 
connect with you. 
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Touring the Temple - As part Indiana’s Statewide Preservation conference, Dr. Wendy Soltz provided a look at Fort Wayne’s Jewish 
architectural heritage on September 30 with a presentation on six purpose-built synagogues, including our own, designed by 
renowned Jewish regional architects.

She also gave a brief tour of our 1960 building, a Mid-Century Modern design recently nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places. Wendy, a Temple member, is Associate Professor & Director, Public History Program, at Ball State University. The conference 
was sponsored by Indiana Landmarks, Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology, and Indiana University

Meet Your Mishpocha Shabbat - We enjoyed a taste 
of Jewish family history on October 17 during Shabbat 
services with the help of the Northeast Indiana Jewish 
Genealogy Society. NEIJGS member Maureen Grinsfelder, 
a Churubusco native, shared some of her discoveries, 
including family letters and new mishpocha. An Oneg 
Shabbat hosted by NEIJGS followed with an opportunity 
to learn more about our local Jewish genealogy group, 
the Fort Wayne Jewish Families Project, and The 
Genealogy Center at the Allen County Public Library. 
Thank you to NEIJGS President Betsy Gephart and her 
team for organizing the program. 

https://neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/
https://neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/
https://neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/


Temple Included in Article About 
the Power of Small Congregations

The Temple was featured in a recent story 
about how small congregations affiliated 
with the Union for Reform Judaism are 
thriving by forming partnerships, merging 
traditions, and leveraging collaboration 
and connection to build stronger, more 
resilient communities. 

CAV is one of three featured congregations, and Rabbi Meir was 
interviewed for the story. Our portion of the story describes the 
coming together of the Temple with Congregation B’nai Jacob 
in 2019, and how we thrive as a small congregation with two 
traditions. Read the full article, which includes this section about 
the Temple:

Collaborating to Thrive

In Fort Wayne, Indiana, Congregation Achduth Vesholom is 
a prime example of how collaborating and adapting allow 
congregations to thrive. Established in 1848, Congregation 
Achduth Vesholom is no stranger to evolving to meet the 
needs of the community. Originally established as an Orthodox 
German burial society, the congregation became affiliated with 
the Reform Movement in 1874, less than a year after the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations (later named the Union for 
Reform Judaism) was established.

In 2019, members of Congregation Achduth Vesholom and 
B’nai Jacob, a Conservative egalitarian synagogue, voted to 

come together. Congregation Achduth Vesholom once again 
evolved to meet the needs of all congregants, beginning to offer 
traditional services right away. The new, unified congregation 
honors both Reform and Conservative traditions, offering 
services in both styles while remaining Reform in practice, 
affiliation, and philosophy. Rabbi Meir Bargeron shared that the 
congregation’s relationship with the URJ has “helped [them] 
navigate large and small questions over time.”    

Like Congregation Ohev Beth Sholom, Congregation Achduth 
Vesholom incorporated artifacts from B’nai Jacob’s building 
into their newly renovated campus, including its ark and reading 
table, symbolically blending the histories of both communities 
into something new and unique.

Congregation Achduth Vesholom and B’nai Jacob joining 
together has strengthened Fort Wayne’s Jewish community, 
fostering collaboration across organizations. Today, the 
congregation’s campus also houses the Jewish Federation of 
Fort Wayne, Purdue Fort Wayne’s Institute for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies, and the Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy 
Society, becoming a vibrant hub of Jewish life and learning.

Rabbi Bargeron reflected, “Being small is our superpower; 
relationships drive our engagement. Our lifelong learning series, 
family Shabbat programs, and hands-on mitzvah projects invite 
every member to bring their full self. That intimacy is what keeps 
people learning, volunteering, and leading.” 

Congregation Achduth Vesholom’s success proves that 
connection and evolution are at the heart of thriving Jewish 
communities everywhere.

Terezin Tree Dedication - On Sunday, 
October 19, Religious School students 
and our Temple community gathered 
to dedicate a new silver maple tree on 
our grounds — a direct descendant 
of the legendary Tree of Terezin 
(Theresienstadt).

Planted originally in 1943 by the 
children of Terezin with the help of 
their teacher Irma Lauscher, the tree 
was nurtured with their limited water 

rations — an act of courage and faith in a time of unimaginable darkness. Its descendants 
now grow in sacred places around the world.

Our sapling came to Congregation Achduth Vesholom through a chain of friendship and 
remembrance: Kevin Kolar, a friend of Temple member Steve Zacher, connected with Sam 
Harris, a Holocaust survivor. This sapling once grew at the Illinois Holocaust Museum before 
finding its new home here in Fort Wayne.

We intentionally planted it beside our playground, where our children can watch it grow tall 
and strong, just as the children of Terezin once did. The tree reminds us that even in the face 
of hatred and loss, life and learning endure.

During the dedication, Rabbi Meir offered this blessing:

“Blessed are You, Source of Life, who makes new beginnings possible. May this tree grow 
in strength and beauty. May it teach our children the power of hope, the necessity of 
remembrance, and the holiness of nurturing life.”
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https://www.facebook.com/URJorg?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWLQ7RvEUhZv4qjaA6MxuRp7_GyNkPKzSAmJ3stR_CurDMyt_5NvLe4nGbqRRa0hjPNxoYq_rZjr6-qunUh4VpPAmaJVxZkQdAphvaVuJQ1zomeSrv-8JtLHlS5LkdwbYRzbsiMqg6d5jw1J5QdHmCcv3sRKf8ZRKfsuVBJ-DG0QjtpjRil_DCh9SPmHQmG9aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/URJorg?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWLQ7RvEUhZv4qjaA6MxuRp7_GyNkPKzSAmJ3stR_CurDMyt_5NvLe4nGbqRRa0hjPNxoYq_rZjr6-qunUh4VpPAmaJVxZkQdAphvaVuJQ1zomeSrv-8JtLHlS5LkdwbYRzbsiMqg6d5jw1J5QdHmCcv3sRKf8ZRKfsuVBJ-DG0QjtpjRil_DCh9SPmHQmG9aw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://urj.org/blog/collaboration-and-connection-power-small-congregations?fbclid=IwY2xjawNkrCtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF1Q1NtS0JUbWFWVGJDVFpSAR4vBhmsZJn58w_-OyE-lGge1JZ80u9xheWqom1qXxopG6LhizwY7aOZmspt4A_aem_d-GqxGQKI-BeOj--TYpybg
https://urj.org/blog/collaboration-and-connection-power-small-congregations?fbclid=IwY2xjawNkrCtleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF1Q1NtS0JUbWFWVGJDVFpSAR4vBhmsZJn58w_-OyE-lGge1JZ80u9xheWqom1qXxopG6LhizwY7aOZmspt4A_aem_d-GqxGQKI-BeOj--TYpybg
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Confronting the Shoah Begins 
in January
Mark your calendars for “Confronting the Shoah,” a 
seven-week class presented by Holocaust scholar Dr. 
David Lindquist that begins in January. Sponsored by the 
Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne, this course provides 
participants with a comprehensive contextual and 
historical knowledge regarding the Nazi Holocaust.

Classes will be held on Tuesdays, January 6, 13, 20, 27, 
February 3, 10 and 17 at the Stillwater Hospice Peggy F. 
Murphy Community Grief Center (5920 Homestead Road, 
Fort Wayne). Classes begin at 7 p.m. and last about 2 to 2 
½ hours.

There is no cost to Federation members, teachers, 
principals, historians or high school juniors or seniors.  
For all others, there is a $5 fee to cover the cost of 
materials. Register here or call the Federation office  
at (260) 456-0400 or email office@fwjf.org.

We will be providing Professional Growth Points (PGP) 
certificates at the end of the program upon request.

Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation and 
members of Federation for its continued support.

Personalize Your Loved One’s 
Digital Yahrzeit Page
Have you previously purchased a bronze yahrzeit plaque 
for a loved one at Achduth Vesholom or B’nai Jacob? 
Or have you recently purchased a digital plaque on our 
display in the foyer?

If so, we invite you to take advantage of special features 
on our digital yahrzeit display by providing biographical 
information and photos of your family member. Forms are 
available both online or on paper to fill out with specific 
information about a loved one to submit to the Temple 
office to be added to the display.

Digital yahrzeit plaques are available for $500 each, with 
proceeds going to the Temple’s Endowment. While the 
congregation draws from our entire yahrzeit list when we 
say Kaddish during services, the digital display includes 
only names for those whose loved ones have purchased  
a plaque. Please contact the Temple office at  
(260) 744-4245 with any questions. 

Unlocking Family Stories Hidden  
in Photographs

How often have you looked at a family 
photograph and wondered what more it could 
reveal about your ancestors? Beyond the 
familiar faces and dates lie subtle visual clues 
that deepen our understanding of the people 
who came before us — their relationships, 
choices, personalities, and the moments they 
chose to capture.

Please join the Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society on 
Sunday, November 9 at 2 p.m. on Zoom for a presentation by Ava 
Cohn, known worldwide as Sherlock Cohn, The Photo Genealogist.

During her presentation, “Clued-In: The Stories are in the Details,” 
she invites participants to uncover the hidden stories preserved in 
family photos. This engaging session explores questions such as: 
What were our relatives hoping to convey when they posed for 
the camera? How did the photographer influence the image? And 
how does provenance—the story of how a photograph was passed 
down—shape our interpretation?

Cohn is an internationally recognized expert in the analysis and 
interpretation of Jewish family photographs. With clients spanning 
Europe, North America, Israel, Canada, Australia, and beyond, 
Cohn has become the go-to authority for uncovering the rich 
personal and cultural histories preserved in family photos.

A graduate of Brandeis University, Cohn’s background includes 
extensive study in decorative arts, photography history, and 
costume and theatre history. Since 2009, Cohn has specialized in 
accurately dating, locating, and identifying individuals in historical 
photographs, with a particular emphasis on immigrant experiences 
and Eastern European Jewish traditions.

Registration is required to attend this free virtual program. The 
link can be found at Upcoming Events – Northeast Indiana Jewish 
Genealogy Society (neindianajgs.org) .

Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation, the Dr. Louis 
and Anne B. Schneider Foundation, and the Allen County Public 
Library Genealogy Center for their continued support of NEIJGS 
programming.  

Meet Rosh Chodesh Group  
for Dinner
Celebrate community and connection with the Jewish Federation 
of Fort Wayne’s Rosh Chodesh group! We’ll be gathering for 
dinner on Wednesday, November 12 at 6 p.m. at BBs Indian 
Kitchen (3235 N. Anthony Blvd).

Dinner is self-pay, but the laughter, stories, and meaningful 
connections are free to all. Whether you’re reconnecting with old 
friends or meeting someone new, there’s a seat for you at the 
table.

RSVP by Wednesday, November 5 to office@fwjf.org or call  
(260) 456-0400. All Jewish women in our community are  
warmly invited.

http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
https://stillwater-hospice.org/venue/peggy-f-murphy-community-grief-center/
https://stillwater-hospice.org/venue/peggy-f-murphy-community-grief-center/
https://stillwater-hospice.org/venue/peggy-f-murphy-community-grief-center/
https://stillwater-hospice.org/venue/peggy-f-murphy-community-grief-center/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdr4c7knrrCcM80qJ-OVN94u8DkEIuOymhd9DVrL5tjCVmRiw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdr4c7knrrCcM80qJ-OVN94u8DkEIuOymhd9DVrL5tjCVmRiw/viewform
https://templecav.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/253/2022/01/Virtual-Plaque-Order-Form-FINAL.pdf
https://templecav.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/253/2022/01/Virtual-Plaque-Order-Form-FINAL.pdf
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://neindianajgs.org/
http://sherlockcohn.com/
http://sherlockcohn.com/
https://neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/
https://neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/
https://neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
https://bbsindiankitchen.com/fort-wayne/
https://bbsindiankitchen.com/fort-wayne/
https://bbsindiankitchen.com/fort-wayne/
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Donations
Jack and Gertrude Adelman Facility  
Improvement Fund
In memory of Tom O’Neill and Jack Adelman:  
Carol & Larry Adelman
In memory of Jack Adelman:  
Rita & Tom O’Neill
Adult Education Fund
In memory of Todd Sider: Kathy Sider
B’nai Jacob (Conservative) Judaism Fund
A donation was received from:  
Cantor Penny Myers
Endowment Fund
In memory of Dorothy Reynolds:  
Marcia & Denny Reynolds
General Operations
A donation was received from: Christa 
Cartwright; Juan Suarez, Rachel & Geoffrey 
Gordon, Judy & Steve Zacher; Adelman Family 
Philanthropic Fund
In honor of Micki & Sherwin Kepes’ 65th  
wedding anniversary: Hannah Lee Pomerantz
In memory of Oscar Mastbaum:  
Cookie & Leonard Mastbaum
In honor of Samara Sheray’s work to keep the  
45th Jewish Genealogy Conference attendees 
safe: Fran & Irv Adler
In memory of Jean J. Pownall:  
Linda Bullerman; Sue & Jerry Pownall
In memory of Tom O’Neill: Susan & Alan 
Cooperman; Ron Cousino; Dora & Leonid Itkin
In memory of Abraham Fichman:  
Ann Fichman; Kay Fichman
In memory of Barbara Katinsky:  
Ronnie & Norm Greenberg
In memory of Tobi Greenspan Kepes:  
Micki & Sherwin Kepes
In memory of Leonid Isakovich Kyner:  
Eda Kyner
In memory of Lillian and Irma Benson:  
Joanne & Elliott McCrory
In memory of Max Cohen:  
Rebecca & Michael Park
In memory of Wiliam Edward Pownall:  
Sue & Jerry Pownall
In memory of Joe Congress:  
Marcia & Denny Reynolds
In memory of Moses Safirstein, Daniel Stut,  
and Robert K. Johnson: Kay Safirstein
In memory of Jeff Shulkin, Linda Sulkin,  
and Melvin Shulkin: Donna & Josh Tourkow
In memory of Al Zacher: Judy & Steve Zacher
In memory of Felix Zweig and Benjamin 
Rosenberg: Leona Zweig Rosenberg  
Charitable Trust
Holocaust Memorial Fund
In memory of Fira Kutsenok: Victor Kutsenok
Max & Gerda Schmitz Holocaust  
Education Fund
In memory of Hannah Crell:  
Rossya & Howard Klebanow

Kathryn Kann Mendelblat Cultural  
Enrichment Fund
In memory of Leonard Castle and  
Dr. Maurice Rothberg: Cathy Lash
In honor of Alan Grinsfelder’s 90th birthday:  
Jennifer and Amy Helburn
In honor of Stephen Rothberg:  
Deborah Rothberg
In memory of Maurice Rothberg:  
Stephen Rothberg
In memory of Peter Rothberg, Morris  
Ruderman, Josephine Tothberg, Betty  
Castle, and Edward Doehrman: Suzi Stone
Library Fund
A donation was received from:  
Carol & Norman Kempler
In memory of beloved brother and uncle,  
Richard Kaplan: Roberta and Barbara  
Silverman
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Guy Copeland:  
Barbara Silverman
Nancy & Michael Dicker Youth  
& Religious School Fund
In memory of Suzanne Watemberg:  
Nancy & Michael Dicker
Dr. John Planer Music Fund
In honor of Bob Nance’s Special Birthday:  
Ronnie & Norm Greenberg
Rabbi Kornspan Tzedakah Fund
A donation was received from: McNair Engel;  
Jan & Bill Chambers; Jewish Federation  
of Fort Wayne
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
A donation was received from: Christa  
Cartwright; Mcnair Engel; Jane Ritchhart  
& Joyce Stevens; Dora & Leonid Itkin
In memory of Dorys Meyers, Rose J. Kaplan,  
and Danny Bradley: Susie Miller
In memory of Esther King: Jim King
In memory of Irving Walters and  
Rose Walters: Irene & Bob Walters
Religious School
In memory of Felix Zweig and Benjamin 
Rosenberg: Leona Zweig Rosenberg  
Charitable Trust
ROMEOs
A donation was received from:  
Cantor Penny Myers; Fran & Irv Adler;  
Dawn Wilson & Mitch Harper
In honor of the ROMEOS for a delicious  
Break the Fast: Amy & Sam Krouse
Temple Gardens Fund
In memory of Mariam Nemeroff:  
Howard Nemeroff
Thoughtful Thursdays
A donation was received from:  
Talia Bugel; Betsy & Geoff Gephart
In memory of David Ash: Jessica & Roger Ash

In honor of Sally & Steve Trotter’s  
Anniversary: Susan & Alan Cooperman
In memory of R.J. O’Neill: Rita & Tom O’Neill
Weiman Youth Activities Fund
In memory of Kathleen Shine and Myrtle 
Shine: Larry Shine

Please Plan for 
2025 Year-End
For your 2025 tax planning purposes, 
our guidelines for establishing the 
date when dues payments and 
donations are received: 

If by mail, the postmarked date 

�If hand delivered, the date received at 
the Temple 

�If by phone or directly online (credit 
cards only), the date of the call 

Any gifts of appreciated securities 
must be received into the Temple’s 
account on or before December 
15. Contact Robin Tribbett, Senior 
Financial Advisor, at Optare Financial 
Partners, Wells Fargo Advisors 
Financial Network, at (260) 299-7009 
for further information. Wells Fargo 
Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, 
Member SIPC.

Your Gift Makes  
a Difference
Your gift to Congregation  
Achduth Vesholom helps us offer 
a wide range of worship services, 
educational opportunities, cultural 
programs, social events, and  
activities to build and strengthen 
Jewish community.

Thank you for your support! 

Explore our Tribute Funds 
or make a Donation

https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/


Transgender Day of Remembrance  
Vigil and Worship
Each year on November 20, First Presbyterian Church of Fort Wayne hosts a 
Transgender Day of Remembrance Vigil and Worship Service to honor the lives of 
transgender and gender nonconforming individuals who have been lost to violence in 
the past year.

This gathering offers a sacred space for lament, reflection, and hope, as we reaffirm 
the truth that every person is created in God’s image and worthy of love, dignity, and 
belonging.  The vigil is an intentional spiritual experience, not a religious one.

Temple members are invited to attend the service on Thursday, November 20 at 6:30 
p.m. at First Presbyterian (300 West Wayne Street, Fort Wayne).  A light cookie and 
coffee reception will follow, offering an opportunity for fellowship and connection 
among our wider affirming faith community.
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November Yahrzeits

November 7
Chester Ambler
Sam Barabash
Solomon Saul 
Bleifeld
Norman Bosell
Fannie Salon  
Bronstein
Kathy Chapman
Robert Edgar
Rose Ewing
Isolina Behar  
de Faierstein
Minnie Fidler
Abe Fox
Julius Gilbert
Annette Glazer
Mendel Himelstein
Abe Lachoff
Isidore Lande
Frances Levis
Henrietta Levy
Loren (Gus) Meyer
Adolph Meyers
Gertrude Nusholtz
Helen Perlis Planer
David J. Platka
Jacob Portman
Irving J. Pressman
Dorothy Hassan 
Schiller

Bessie Schmitz
Haskell Schultz
Dora Silverman
Isaac Steiber
Jacob Sunshine
Leo Sunshine
Edith Thomson
Samuel Tillinger
Evangeline Weil
Bronnica Weinberg
Nathaniel S.  
Wittenberg
Corrine H.  
Wittenberg

November 14-15
Sonia Abrams
Goldye Appel
Marquard Bach
Dorothy “Dot”  
Burcham
Sally Cramer
Lena Dinnerstein
George Droegmyer
Della R. Ellis
Boris Epstein
Maxine Fichman
Rosalyn Friedman 
Fink
Dvoiyra  
Finkelshteyn
Hana Finkelshteyn

Itta Finkelshteyn
Kisel Finkelshteyn
Leib Finkelshteyn
Meyer Finkelshteyn
Yankel Finkelshteyn
Betty Fishman
Phillip Flora
Sophia Maude Gale
Jennie Gilbert
Mark Glucklick
Etta S. Gold
Joseph Golden
Joel Groden
Daisy Hefter
Seth Aaron Horwitz
Myron M. Horwitz
Melvin Krel
Allen Kwatnez
Mabel H. Kwatnez
John T. Lawrence
Arlene Siegle Leib
Mae Levy
Alan Lichtenberg
Rachel Lipp
Wayne McIntyre
Margaret Merin
Frank Mullins
David B. Nelson
Art Perlman
Joseph Rezits

Gittel Rovel
Samuel Ruderman
Minnie Moyer 
Sapirie
Nathan Shine
David Lester Smith
Max B. Wetzstein
Rosalind Wiletzky
Celia Zweig

November 21
David Appel
Larry Belans
Rose Cohen
Beatrice Feldheim
Morris J. Foreman
Saul Goodman
Esther F. Grossman
William Hornstein
Eva J. Huebschman
Oscar Allen Isay
Benjamin Kaplan
Gladys Katz
Abraham Levy
Samuel Liff
Charlotte Maier
Moses Mayer
Samuel S. Meyers
Zelda Novitsky
Mildred Prady
Harold Prigozen

Jacob Reich
Roslyn Rozeen
Rabbi Richard 
Safran
Nathan Salon
Bessie R. Schmitz
Claire Selan
James Solomon
Sam Stoller
Ron Subeck
Sidney Trivus
Maurice Waldman
Sarah Weinberg
Shep Weinswig

November 28
David J. Ash
Rachel Behar
Fanny Brenn
Herman Cohen
Emanuel Cohen
Frances Cornell
Pearl Davidson
Mae Fine
Marion K.  
Grinsfelder
Albert Herzog
Herman Himelstein
Samuel D. Hurwitz
Edith Gold Hutner
Susan Kaplan
Ethel Kruger

Peter Lauinger
Louis Leader
Sarah LeShay
Elsie Levin
Leonard J. Levy
Stanley Maier
John V. Malay
George Meschel
Charlotte Novitsky
Milton Ontell
William J.  
Platka, Jr.
Rita Jo Levin 
Rainey
Ruth Rosenthal
Samuel Rothberg
Rebecca Ruderman
Toba Malka 
Schwartz
Kathryn Sheray
Elizabeth H. Smulo
Vicki Sours
Joseph Stiefel
Marguerite Long 
Thal
Rose Warshauer
Herbert Weinraub
Rebecca Winnick
Mindel Yoinovicz
Esther Zissen
Wilbur Zweig

Condolences To:
NOLA & MATTHEW KATINSKY  
on the death of his mother, Barbara 
Katinsky, on September 21, 2025 in 
Atlanta. We also think of their children, 
Hannah and Sam, on the loss of their 
grandmother.

RITA O’NEILL on the death of her 
husband, Tom O’Neill, on October 5, 
2025 in New Haven, CT. We also think of 
their children, Josh and Noah (Ashley) 
O’Neill; and their grandchildren, Ryan, 
Max, and Tess O’Neill.

We will not have Shabbat services on November 28. Yahrzeit names for the week will be read on November 21. Please contact 
the Temple office with any questions.

We Care
Please let the Temple office or Rabbi Meir know if a family member is in the hospital or if other situations arise when the 

congregation may be of assistance or comfort. We aren’t always aware of situations unless family or friends notify us.
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We Welcome Your Comments
The Temple Board welcomes your comments and  
suggestions. We will do our best to address your  
questions and concerns. We value the diversity of  

viewpoints within our congregation. For information, 
please contact the Temple office at (260) 744-4245  

or office@templecav.org. President Beth Zweig  
can be reached at (260) 433-3244  

or president@templecav.org. 

5200 Old Mill Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46807
P: (260) 744-4245 F: (260) 744-4246
office@templecav.org
www.templecav.org

Charter Member of the Union For Reform Judaism
Meir Bargeron, Rabbi

The Temple is located at the Rifkin Campus at 5200. Our Campus partners  
are the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne, the Fort Wayne Jewish Cemetery  
Association, the PFW Institute for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Brightpoint 
Head Start, the Madge Rothschild Resource Center, and the Northeast Indiana 
Jewish Genealogy Society.
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President: Beth Zweig
President-Elect: Amy Krouse
VP Programs: Dawn Hammond
VP Finance: Sam Krouse
Secretary: Nick Young

David Crell
Kate Crell

Geoffrey Gordon
Becky Guttstein

Greg Shoup
Micah Soltz

Mimi Zelman

Rabbi Meir Bargeron: rabbi@templecav.org
Samara Sheray: Executive Director cavadmin@templecav.org
Beth Zweig: Bulletin Editor bulletin@templecav.org
Jamie Fritz: Comptroller accounts@templecav.org 
Stephanie Gottesman: Youth Education and Family Engagement Director youth@templecav.org 
Just Sue Graphic Design: Bulletin Design

Want to receive our newsletter?  
Send your email address to office@templecav.org   

The deadline for the December/January Bulletin  
is Friday, November 14.

Office Hours: Tuesday through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

facebook.com/templecavfw Achduth Vesholom Congregation

President’s Corner
BETH ZWEIG
I lived within walking distance of two delis, 
Frenkel’s and Fanny’s, when I was a kid growing 
up in the Chicago suburbs. I loved going with 
my parents to pick up a loaf of Rosen’s rye bread 
along with corned beef and coleslaw. Salamis, 
salads, and smoked fish added to the wondrous 

delicacies on display. The well-stocked glass cases provided a 
backdrop for a long line of barrels, each with pickles bobbing in 
brine and producing tantalizing aromas filled with promise.

Many years later when I lived in Indianapolis, Shapiro’s Deli 
brought memories from my childhood of tastes and scents. The 
eatery also became a favorite lunch spot for our CAV contingent 
- parents and campers alike - before drop-off on the first day of 
summer camp at GUCI. 

For my kids and many others in Fort Wayne, the defining pickle 
of their childhood is the enormous specimen from the Temple’s 
“Corned Beef on Rye – Sure to Satisfy” Fundraiser, this year on 
Thursday, November 6.  The impressive “Temple Pickle” definitely 
gets some giggles from those customers who can’t imagine trying 
to tackle it without first slicing it into smaller spears. Take it from 
me, you’ll want to order your meals while supplies last!

Make sure also to partake of the entire corned beef experience by 
helping on Prep Night and Deli Day! Wear a hairnet, rubber gloves, 
and apron. Put pickles into plastic bags, fill cups of coleslaw, slice 
brownies, and weigh individual portions of corned beef. Make 

sandwiches, fill orders, or assemble drinks. Come earlier in the 
week to assemble condiment bags with mustard packs, sporks, 
and more. Our volunteers are vital to pulling off such a large event!

This much-anticipated lunch has become both an important 
moneymaker for Temple programs but also a not-to-miss event for 
the Jewish and greater community. New friendships and memories 
have been made over the sandwich assembly line. Friends are 
welcome to help, too!

We’re grateful to our sponsors – individuals and businesses 
– whose generosity contributes to the success of Deli Day by 
helping to underwrite our expenses. Though the sponsorship 
deadline has passed, we still welcome your donation. (Contact the 
Temple office with questions.)

Proceeds from the corned beef sale are critical to the Temple’s 
bottom line. Last year, we raised almost $30,000 on Deli Day 
to supplement income from membership dues, endowment, 
donations, planned gifts, and facility rentals.

I’m grateful to our Corned Beef Co-Chairs Amy Krouse and Micah 
Soltz and their team for their hard work, as well as Executive 
Director Samara Sheray and our Temple staff for contributing to 
this favorite event.

Thank you for helping with this important congregational 
endeavor! Enjoy the camaraderie, savor a mouthwatering meal, 
and support the sale with your sponsorship and meal purchases! 
Most of all, make some new memories at our pop-up Jewish deli!

We will be closed on  
Thursday-Friday, November 27-28  

for Thanksgiving. FROM THE TEMPLE BOARD AND STAFF
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