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Spin the dreidel, enjoy a festive dinner, and share in a  
fun-filled Hanukkah party on Sunday, December 22 at  
6 p.m. at the Temple. 

Please make a reservation for dinner with payment by 
Sunday, December 15 or contact us at (260) 744-4245. 
Cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children under age 12.  

The Holiday Celebrations Team is planning activities for all 
ages, including crafts and games. Dinner will be catered 
from Casa, with latkes and sufganiyot sponsored by the 
ROMEOs. Thank you to Stephanie Gottesman, Kate Crell, 
Celeste Sexton, and Deborah Bauer for organizing. 

Though the holiday doesnôt begin until Wednesday 
evening, December 25, many people will be traveling 
during Hanukkah this year so we are gathering a few days early. Weôll still ñpracticeò lighting candles, 
so bring your hanukkiyah! We can all use an extra night of light! 

What is the current situation in Israel and the Middle East after a year of war? 
Journalist Mark Lavie will join us on Wednesday, December 11 at 7 p.m. at the 
Temple to share his insights on where we are in the aftermath of the October 7 
attack on Israel by Hamas. His talk will be followed by a Q & A and light refresh-
ments. The program also will be available on YouTube. 

A Fort Wayne native, Lavie is the author of two books: Why Are We Still Afraid?, 
which follows his five-decade career and provides a real-time picture of Israel 
growing up, and Broken Spring, which gives insights from his time in Cairo from 
2011-2013 covering the Arab Spring. Lavieôs blog posts on Israel and the Middle East can be read at 
Medialine. 

Lavieôs roots in Fort Wayne include being part of the Templeôs Confirmation class of 1961, the first in 
the building on Old Mill Road. After graduating from Indiana University in Bloomington, he worked in 
television and radio news in Indianapolis and South Bend before making aliyah in 1972.  

The program is sponsored by Congregation Achduth Vesholom and the Jewish Federation of  
Fort Wayne with support from the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation.  
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Celebrate the Festival of Lights and Champagne Shabbat with our Temple family on 
Friday, December 27 at 7:30 p.m., led by Rabbi Meir. Join us in person or on YouTube. 

Share the warmth of Jewish community along with the glow of hanukkiyot and Shabbat  
candles. Please bring your hanukkiyah and candles to light for the third night of  
Hanukkah. After the service, weôll share a toast to 2025. All are welcome.  

See exhibition  
details on page 3, 
and photos of the 
November 24  
opening on page 11. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4BA9AF28A3FE3-53435362-enjoy
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FWhy-Are-Still-Afraid-reporters-ebook%2Fdp%2FB07LBYV6KX%2Fref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fcrid%3D10DZNGND6S7QN%26keywords%3Dmark%2Blavie%26qid%3D1680531051%26sprefix%3Dmark%2Blavie%2Caps%2C102%26
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FBroken-Spring-American-Israeli-reporters-Egyptians-ebook%2Fdp%2FB00J4XABAI%2Fref%3Dsr_1_1%3Fs%3Ddigital-text%26ie%3DUTF8%26qid%3D1396014190%26sr%3D1-1%26keywords%3Dbroken%2Bspri
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthemedialine.org%2Fauthor%2Fmark_lavie%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C96060a646b744cdaa34a08db35110f8b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638162119611980297%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wL
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
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Lunch with the ROMEOs 

Join the Retired Old Men Eating 
Out for lunch at noon: 

 
Thursday, December 5 
Bagger Daveôs Tavern 

2886 E. Dupont Rd. 
 
Thursday, December 19 
Club Room at the Clyde 
1806 Bluffton Rd. 

Thursday, January 2 
Joannaôs Family Restaurant 
10368 Leo Rd. 

Thursday, January 16 
Mad Anthony Brewing Co. 
2002 Broadway 

For more information, please 
contact Denny Reynolds at den-
nisreynolds@me.com. 

Find the lunch schedule  
 

Shabbat Service  
Friday, December 6 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, December 7 
9:45 a.m. 

Joy Vey: A Kid-ish 
Shabbat 
Friday, December 13 
5:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, December 13 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, December 14 
9:45 a.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, December 20 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday December 21 
9:45 a.m. 

Hanukkah & 
Champagne Shabbat 
Service 
Friday, December 27 
7:30 p.m. 

No Shabbat Service 
Saturday, December 28 
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Please join us in person or via livestream for worship 
services. Friday evening services are offered on 
YouTube. Saturday morning services are available on  
Zoom and YouTube. 

Zoom links are in the weekly email to our Temple 
family. We warmly welcome guests. Please contact 
the Temple office for online access information on 
Zoom at (260) 744-4245 or office@templecav.org 
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Thoughtful Thursdays 
Wednesday, December 4 
10 a.m. 

A Creative Life: The Architec-
ture & Art of Alan Grinsfelder 
Saturday, December 7  
from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, December 8  
from 1 to 4 p.m. 

Lifelong Learning: Mark Lavie 
Wednesday, December 11 
7 p.m. 

Hanukkah Party 
Sunday, December 22 
6 p.m. 

First Candle ï Hanukkah 
Wednesday, December 25 
 

 

Thoughtful Thursdays 
Wednesday, January 8 
10 a.m. 

Lifelong Learning:  
Righteousness in Our Age 
Wednesday, January 8 
7 p.m. on Zoom 

Taste of Leadership Dinner 
Wednesday, January 15 
6 p.m.  
RSVP required by December 20 

Leadership Program 
Wednesday, January 29 
7 p.m. on Zoom 
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Beginning on January 4, 
Shabbat morning services 
will be held on the first  
and third Saturdays of  
the month. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, January 3 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, January 4 
9:45 a.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, January 10 
7:30 p.m. 

Joy Vey! Shabbat Morning 
Saturday, January 11 
10:30 a.m. 
Musician: Juliette Nehring 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, January 17 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, January 18 
9:45 a.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, January 24 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, January 31 
7:30 p.m. 
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https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://baggerdaves.com/
https://www.clydeclubroom.com/
https://www.facebook.com/joannasfw/
https://www.madbrew.com/
http://templecav.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/253/2024/08/ROMEO-LUNCH-LIST-2024-2025-5Aug2024.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
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For many good reasons related to current events, I heartily 
recommend that you seriously consider a news diet to assist in 
managing anxiety and worry. And what better way to fill the 
time you might otherwise be staring at your favorite cable 
news outlet, or doom-scrolling through social media, than to 
do a deep dive into Jewishness and Judaism by listening to 
podcasts? 

To carry you through these first months of winter, here are 
some Jewish podcasts that are worth your time. Please note 
that most of these podcasts are available at Apple Podcasts, 
Spotify, Amazon Music, or as they say, wherever you get your 
podcasts: 

1.    Being Jewish with Jonah Platt: A weekly podcast that 
illuminates the full, beautiful, often unexplored spectrum of 
Jewish identity by exploring the personal journeys of both 
Jews and non-Jewish allies alike. Actor, artist and Jewish 
advocate Jonah Platt interviews celebrities from many fields in 
search of insights and answers to the question, ñWhat does it 
mean to be Jewish to you? 

2.    For Heavenôs Sake: Produced by the Shalom Hartman 
Institute in Jerusalem, the weekly podcast features 
conversations between Rabbi Donniel Hartman and Yossi 
Klein Halevi, an American-born Israeli author and journalist. 
This podôs title comes from the Hebrew expression machloket 
lôshem shemayim,ñdisagreeing for the sake of heaven.ò 
Hartman and Halevi engage in robust discussion on political 
and social trends in Israel, Israel-Diaspora relations, and the 
collective consciousness of being Jewish. Since October 7, 
2023, they have focused on Israel at War. This is a very high-
quality Jewish/Israeli podcast that I highly recommend. 

3.    Identity/Crisis: Also produced by the Shalom Hartman 
Institute, this podcast features host Yehuda Kurtzer, president 
of the Shalom Hartman Institute, who talks with leading 

thinkers to unpack current events 
affecting Jewish communities in 
North America, Israel, and around 
the world, revealing the core 
Jewish values underlying the 
issues that matter most to you. 

4.    Judaism Unbound Podcast: 
One of the best Jewish podcasts 
out there, Dan Liebson and Lex 
Rofeberg analyze pressing issues 
for 21st century American 
Judaism. Mixing their own 
analysis with interviews of leading thinkers, practitioners, and 
even "regular Jews," Dan and Lex look to push past the 
bounds of what it means to be Jewish in the 21st century. 

5.    Sermons from Ikar: Rabbi Sharon Brous is one of the 
leading progressive Jewish voices in America and author of 
the recently published book The Amen Effect. Ikar, the 
Hebrew word for ñessence,ò is a vibrant synagogue in Los 
Angeles, where they produce podcasts of sermons from Brous 
and her associate rabbis. 

6.    Tablet Studios Produces several high-quality podcasts 
that examine Jewish life, history and current affairs. Their mini-
series Re-Form does a deep dive into the central questions of 
modern Reform Judaism in America and will be the basis of a 
Temple Lifelong Learning series beginning in February. 

7.    College Commons: Produced by Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion, the podcast features passionate 
perspectives from Judaism's leading thinker. Hosted by 
Joshua Holo, professor of Jewish History. 

Happy listening! 
Rabbi Meir 

о 

ñA Creative Life: The Architecture and Art of Alan 
Grinsfelderò continues on display at the Temple on  
Saturday and Sunday, December 7-8 from 1 to 4 p.m. 

This inspiring exhibit highlights Alanôs designs and  
architectural contributions to the Fort Wayne skyline during his long career with Grinsfelder Associates Architecture, along 
with the creativity displayed in his ongoing fine arts endeavors. 

Alanôs building projects featured in this exhibition include Headwaters Park, the Foellinger Theatre, the Pyramid Plaza, the 
Hanna Creighton block (Urban League, Head Start, and Pontiac Public Library) and the downtown Community Center. 

His artwork has been on display in local coffeehouses and 
galleries. Alan, who will turn 89 days before the exhibitôs 
opening, has been touted as Purdue Fort Wayneôs oldest 
student and continues to take art classes. 

Alan and his wife, Maureen, are long-time members of the 
Temple and past presidents. 

More than 150 people attended the exhibit opening on  
November 24. A panel discussion, moderated by Irene 
Walters, included Alan, Geoff Paddock, Fort Wayne City 
Councilman and former Executive Director of Headwaters 
Park, and John OôConnell, Dean of the College of Visual & 
Performing Arts at Purdue Fort Wayne. 

Watch the panel discussion. 

Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation for its sup-
port. Thank you to Jon Tam for developing the exhibit and 
program.  

 
Please see page 11 for photos of the exhibit opening. 
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Grinsfelder exhibit and hours: 

 

¶ Friday, December 6 from 5 to 9 p.m. (before and after the 
Templeôs Shabbat service) 

¶ Saturday, December 7 from 1 to 4 p.m. 

¶ Sunday, December 8 from 1 to 4 p.m.  

https://www.kveller.com/jonah-platts-being-jewish-podcast-aims-to-unite-the-jewish-community-at-a-divisive-time/
https://www.hartman.org.il/program/for-heavens-sake-podcast/
https://www.hartman.org.il/program/identity-crisis-podcast/
https://www.judaismunbound.com/podcast
https://ikar.org/events/?watch-listen-learn&type=sermons
https://www.amazon.com/Amen-Effect-Ancient-Wisdom-Broken-ebook/dp/B0C1Y9PG46
https://www.judaismunbound.com/podcast
https://www.tabletmag.com/podcasts/reformpodcast
https://collegecommons.huc.edu/hucconnectpodcast/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vfFFMMYgK3I


 
п 

`8µ Efv K `¦WW K M` ¢K8 v ++M vM-K v2 +ː z Ev ` ZM+v v· 
We have more than 500 Hanukkah titles in the Rabbi Richard 
B. Safran Library, so we hope youôll come in and choose a few 
for the holiday!  This month, weôll feature our newer picture 

books for young readers, all  
published in 2022 or later. 

Three new board books are availa-
ble for our littlest members. Our 
latest is Hanukkah Hippity-Hop by 
Barbara Kimmel. Latkeôs First  
Hanukkah by Alan Silberberg and 
Hanukkah Nights by Amalia  
Hoffman are two other new board 
book titles. 

Charley and Seymourôs Hanukkah 
Miracle by Melody Howard Ritt is a 

story about two chipmunks and their holiday celebration. An-
other animal book is A Wild, Wild Hanukkah by Jo Gershman. 
Each night, another wild animal joins the party. Elissa Brent 

Weissmanôs Hanukkah  
Upside Down is set in New 
Zealand. Elka Weberôs  
Mrs. Maccabeeôs Miracle is a 
new spin on the Hanukkah 
story. Tizzy the Dizzy Dreidel 
by Allison Marks literally  
focuses on the ñspinò in the 
holiday celebration.  

Two picture books with a Latin flavor are Linda Elovitz Mar-
shallôs The Mexican Dreidel and Hanukkah in Little Havana by 
Julie Ann Blank. Both include aspects of the holiday that many 
children may not have considered. 

There are holiday books for all ages in our collection. Check 
out our full list of Hanukkah titles. Self-checkout is available at 
the library desk whenever the building is open. 

Our Temple Book Club will meet virtually on Tuesday, February 25 at 7 p.m. to discuss  
The Matchmakerôs Gift, followed by a conversation with author Lynda Cohen Loigman. 

The plot centers around a Lower East Side matchmaker, Sara, and her granddaughter, Abby. Abby  
inherits her grandmotherôs journals after her death. From the Jewish Book Council, ñThe historical  
chapters are compelling; the more contemporary ones are equally so. A fascinating narrative.ò 

The Zoom link will be included in the weekly e-mail as we get closer. A copy of the book is available in 
the Rabbi Richard B. Safran Library.  

¢Kf¦GK¢E¦Z ¢K¦vz2 ·z sv8ssM`G z8 zf` Z
M¢8_z Efv +vMGK¢sfM`¢ E _MZM8z 
The Jewish communityôs Thoughtful Thursdays volunteers filled 
bags in November for the 51 students who attend Brightpoint 
Head Start at the Temple with items typically served for a  
Thanksgiving meal, along with a rotisserie chicken.   

In December, we will follow with holiday favorites and a rotisserie 
chicken. A second bag will be filled with dental hygiene products 
graciously donated by Ellen & Michael Tom. It also will include 
household products, along with a treat and a poem: 

 ñA little Packet of Cocoa, Iôm sending your way, For you to sip 
and enjoy, on a cold winter day. Add hot water and sip it slow.  
Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow.  Happy Holidays!ò 

Our volunteers will meet on Wednesdays, December 4 and  
January 8 at 10 a.m. at the Temple to assemble bags. Feel free  
to join us. 

Thoughtful Thursdays is joint project of Congregation Achduth 
Vesholom and the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne. Thank you to 
Chair Cheryl Schorey and all our volunteers! 
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https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/library/
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary/search/text/Hanukkah?ranked=1&sort=date
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary/search/text/Hanukkah?ranked=1&sort=date
https://templecav.org/library/
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
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Introduce your young children to the beauty of Shabbat evening and morning during two up-
coming Joy Vey! A Kid-ish Shabbat services. 

Please join us on Friday, December 13 at 5:30 p.m. for a playful and silly, yet peaceful 
start to Shabbat for the whole family! Weôll light candles, pray, sing songs, move and groove, 
and even practice mindfulness. 

We also embrace the tradition of blessing children as we make a joyful place for Shabbat in our 
lives and hearts... together. Folks are encouraged to stick around to enjoy a glass of wine/juice 
and challah.  

Share a special musical morning of Joy Vey on Saturday, January 11 at 
10:30 a.m. with musician Juliette Nehring. 

Meet us in the Madge Rothschild Resource Center to introduce your child to the beauty of a Shabbat 
morning service with prayer, singing, movement, joyfulness, and friends. Folks are encouraged to stick 
around afterwards to enjoy coffee, juice, and donuts.  

Nehring has been a lay leader and music specialist at Jewish congregations in the Indianapolis  
area for the past 13 years and has been a professional in the fields of music and education for  
over 30 years.  

Currently, she is dedicated to her position as music specialist, cantorial soloist, and religious school teacher for  
Congregation Beth Shalom in Carmel, Indiana. She has a passionate interest in children and families, and community 
engagement and social justice. Her philosophy of teaching includes lifetime music and cross-cultural development, and 
she enjoys the beauty and spirituality of music from all around the globe, helping others on their journey in finding shared 
values in the world and peoples around us. 

Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation for its support.   

Religious School students talked in November about how 
scary it must have been for Abram to leave his home to go to 
a new place that God will show him and how much he trusted 
God to lead him. Rabbi Meir also taught students how to say 
the Shôma. Classes will be on winter break from December 
23 to January 11. 

 

 

Rabbi Meir shows the children the beautiful challah during Joy Vey! A Kid-ish Shabbat. 

http://msjuliettemusic.com

