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Our festive monthly Joy Vey! A Kid-ish Shabbat service for 
young families on Friday, May 10 at 5:30 p.m. features Matt 
Check, an accomplished singer-songwriter, guitarist, banjoist 
and producer of Americana, bluegrass, Jewish music and 
childrenôs music. He also will join us for our Shabbat service 
that evening at 7:30 p.m. 

After almost 20 years in New York City as a Jewish educator 
and musician, Matt now serves as director of lifelong learning 
at Wise Temple in Cincinnati. He holds an MA in Education 
from the Jewish Theological Seminary (2008), as well as an 
MPA from Baruch College (2011). 

Please join us for a playful and silly, yet peaceful start to 
Shabbat for the whole family! Weôll light candles, pray, sing 
songs, move and groove, and even practice mindfulness. We 
also embrace the tradition of blessing children as we make a 
joyful place for Shabbat in our lives and hearts... together. 

Meet us in the Madge Rothschild Resource Center on the second Friday night of the most months. 

Mattôs visit is the first of four special musical programs that will be offered in the coming months 
during Joy Vey services thanks to the generosity of the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation. Musician 
Juliette Nehring will join us on two Shabbat mornings for young families on Saturdays, August 10 
and January 11 at 10:30 a.m. Joanie Calem will join us on Friday, October 18 for Sukkot.  

+·Z µz -K `G8z ¢f +8 -f`zM28v82 ¢ ʵʻʺ¢K ``¦ Z _88¢M`G 
Members will be asked to approve a revised 
proposal to update the bylaws that govern our 
congregation at the Templeôs 176th Annual Meeting 
on Wednesday, June 5 at 7 p.m., with the option to 
attend in person or via Zoom. 

Materials outlining the important new changes will 
be sent by email to members in mid-May, along 
with an online absentee ballot to encourage early 
voting. Printed information and ballots will be sent 
by U.S. mail to congregants without email 
addresses. 

Changes to the bylaws must be approved by at least two-thirds of the members who are eligible to 
vote. An earlier bylaws proposal was considered at a special congregational meeting in March, but 
it failed to pass due to low turnout despite overwhelming support from those who voted. 

The proposed modifications to the bylaws were prompted by the implementation in the past year of 
a partnership model of operation and the need to give the board more flexibility, particularly in 
financial matters. The structural change creates new efficiencies and greater opportunities for 
strategic planning to better serve our members. 

In addition to the bylaws, members will also vote on candidates for leadership and the budget for 
the 2024-2025 fiscal year. Members in good standing will be able to vote in person, in real-time via 
Zoom, or by absentee online ballot. 

During the meeting, President Ronnie Greenberg, the Board of Directors, Rabbi Meir Bargeron, 
and Executive Director Samara Sheray will review the past yearôs activities, including our 175th 
Anniversary season of events and progress on the construction of a stormwater pump station by 
the city on our property. 

Continued on page 6 
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https://matthewcheckmusic.com/home
https://matthewcheckmusic.com/home
https://www.facebook.com/juliette.m.nehring/
https://www.facebook.com/juliette.m.nehring/
http://joaniecalem.com/
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Shabbat Service 
Friday, May 3 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, May 4 
9:45 a.m. 

Joy Vey! A Kid-ish 
Shabbat With Matt 
Check 
Friday, May 10 
5:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, May 10 
7:30 p.m. 
Musician: Matt Check 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, May 11 
9:45 a.m. 

 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, May17 
7:30 p.m. 
Music: Maestro Robert 
Nance 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, May 18 
9:45 a.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, May 24 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, May 25 
9:45 a.m. 

Shabbat Service/ 5th 
Grade Prayer Book 
Presentation 
Friday, May 31 
6:30 p.m. 
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Please join us in person or via livestream for worship 
services. Friday evening services are offered on 
YouTube. Saturday morning services are available 
on Zoom and YouTube. 

Zoom links are in the weekly email to our Temple 
family. We warmly welcome guests. Please contact 
the Temple office for online access information on 
Zoom at  
(260) 744-4245 or office@templecav.org 
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Temple Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, June 5 
7 p.m. in person and on Zoom 

Shabbat Service and  
Blessing for Campers 
Friday, June 7 
6:30 p.m. 

Erev Shavout & Yizkor  
Service 
Wednesday, June 12 
7 p.m. 

Temple Night at the TinCaps 
Saturday, June 22 
6:35 p.m. at Parkview Field 
RSVP by Friday, June 7 

Camp Joe Levine Begins 
Monday, June 24 
Metea County Park 
Register at Jewish Federation 
of Fort Wayne  

Bradley Gordon Bar Mitzvah 
Saturday, June 29 
10 a.m. 

_ · ¢K8Mv _8_fvM8z +8 Efv +Z8zzM`G 

A gravestone unveiling and dedication 
service in memory of Audrey Gerson 
will be held on Sunday, May 5 at 12:30 
p.m. at the Fort Wayne Jewish  

Cemetery at 6224 Decatur Rd. The 
congregation is invited to attend.  

A gravestone unveiling and dedication 
service in memory of Harriet Crell will 
be held on Sunday, May 12 at 11 a.m. 
at the Fort Wayne Jewish Cemetery at 
6224 Decatur Rd. The congregation is 

invited to attend.  

ĥÓĖÙĴ GÙĖĚĆĀ KÀĖĖíÙġ -ĖÙúú 

Thoughtful Thursdays 
Wednesday, May 1 
10 a.m. 

Ellie Vance: History of Jews in 
the Russian Empire 
NEIJGS 
Sunday, May 5 
2 p.m. ACPL and Zoom 

Yom Hashoah  
Commemoration 
Monday, May 6 
7 p.m. at the Temple 
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
Fort Wayne with the Temple 

Shabbat & 5th Grade Prayer 
Book Presentation 
Friday, May 31 
6:30 p.m. 

Our summer service schedule begins 
on Friday, May 31, when evening 
services move to 6:30 p.m. The earli-
er worship time will continue through 
August 30 (Labor Day Weekend). 
Services will resume at 7:30 p.m., 
beginning Friday, September 6. 

Lunch with the ROMEOs 

Join the Retired Old Men Eating 
Out for lunch at noon: 
 

Thursday, May 2 
The Hoppy Gnome 
203 E. Berry St. 
 
Thursday, May 16 
Black Canyon Restaurant 
1509 W. Dupont Rd.  

For more information, please  
contact Denny Reynolds at  
dennisreynolds@me.com. 

 Find the lunch schedule  

 

 

 
 
 

 

We look forward to celebrating education milestones with our 
Temple family! If you have a child graduating from high school 
or college this year, please let us know so that we may offer 
congratulations, list the school attended, and include future 
plans in our Bulletin. Please send graduation information by 
Friday, May 10 to be included in our June/July Bulletin. Contact 
us at office@TempleCAV.org or (260) 744-4245.  
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
https://templecav.org/rifkin-campus-2/
https://templecav.org/rifkin-campus-2/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/6224+Decatur+Rd,+Fort+Wayne,+IN+46816/@41.025776,-85.1320251,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x8815e55c953022cd:0xd67243b68293756a!8m2!3d41.025772!4d-85.123265
https://templecav.org/rifkin-campus-2/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/6224+Decatur+Rd,+Fort+Wayne,+IN+46816/@41.025776,-85.1320251,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x8815e55c953022cd:0xd67243b68293756a!8m2!3d41.025772!4d-85.123265
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://www.hoppygnome.com/
https://blackcanyonrestaurant.com/
https://mcusercontent.com/0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef/files/39677ed8-9f09-a8c0-e300-c7b019deae7c/ROMEO_LUNCH_LIST_2023_2024_12Jun2023.pdf
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I am writing this column during the intermediate days of the 
Passover festival, when we greet one another with Modadim 
Lôsimcha, ñMay your times be happy.ò Happiness, indeed! Iôm 
still smiling from our Second Night community seder. It was so 
wonderful to see about 100 folks of all ages seated around 
seder tables as we experienced the ritual order of Passover. 
We were a strong and beautiful community that night! 

In Jewish tradition, the concept of community is deeply 
ingrained, emphasizing that we need each other to thrive.  
This central idea is reflected in various aspects of Jewish life, 
from prayer and study to celebrations and support networks. 
The Talmud teaches, "A person cannot live without a 
community, just as a limb cannot survive without the 
body" (Berakhot 6b). This wisdom highlights the significance 
of interdependence and mutual support in our lives. In other 
words, we need each other! 

In Jewish tradition, prayer is often a communal experience, 
with a minyan (quorum of 10) required for certain prayers, 
including the Mournerôs Kaddish. This emphasizes the 
importance of coming together to connect with the divine and 
with each other. Similarly, study is traditionally done in pairs or 
groups, fostering a sense of shared learning and growth. As 
the sages taught, "Just as a single thread is easily broken, but 
many threads together are strong, so too, individuals are 
weak, but together, they are strong" (Eruvin 54a). 

Jewish simchas, such as weddings, b'nai mitzvahs, and 
holidays, are by definition communal affairs, bringing people 

together to share in joy and 
milestones. Life cycle events, like 
birth, marriage, and death, are 
also marked with communal 
support and rituals, demonstrating 
the importance of collective 
support during significant 
moments. In a sense, what 
happens to each of us, happens 
to all of us. 

Jewish tradition places a strong 
emphasis on caring for one another, particularly in times of 
need. The concept of gemilut chasadim (acts of loving 
kindness) encourages individuals to support each other 
through acts of kindness, charity, and compassion. These 
mitzvot take various forms, such as visiting the sick, 
comforting mourners, or providing tzedakah to those in need. 

Judaismôs emphasis on community and interdependence 
reminds us that we need each other to thrive. By coming 
together in prayer, study, celebration, and support, we create 
a web of connections that strengthen our individual and 
collective lives. As the Talmud teaches, "All Israel is 
responsible for one another" (Shevi'it 39a). May we embrace 
this wisdom, recognizing that our relationships and 
connections are the very fabric of our lives. 

 
Rabbi Meir  

Please join us for our Shavuot and Yizkor service on Wednesday, June 12 at 7 p.m. when 
we celebrate the giving of the Torah on Mt. Sinai, led by Rabbi Meir Bargeron. Join us in 
person or on YouTube. 

In ancient times, Shavuot marked the conclusion of the spring barley harvest and the 
beginning of the summer wheat harvest. The holiday is celebrated 50 days after Passover. 

Traditionally, the Book of Ruth is read on Shavuot because just as that story recounts how a 
young Moabite woman chose to become an Israelite so did the Israelites choose to accept 
the commandments when they stood before Mt. Sinai. It is customary to eat dairy foods on 
the holiday to symbolize the sweetness of Torah and the association of Israel as the land of 
milk and honey. 

о 
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Join members of our Temple family on 
Saturday, June 22 for a trip to Parkview 
Field to watch the Fort Wayne TinCaps 
play the Wisconsin Timber Rattlers, 
followed by post-game fireworks. 

The game starts at 6:35 p.m. Tickets for 
seats on the first base line (section 102) 
are $11.50 per person. Please make 

your reservation and payment online or call the Temple 
office at (260) 744-4245 by Friday, June 7 to reserve your 
seats and then send your check (made payable to ñCAV- 
The Templeò). We will not order extra tickets, so please 
make your reservations by the deadline. No refunds will be 
issued for cancellations.   

Weôll let you know when your reserved tickets will be 
available for pick up at Achduth Vesholom so that everyone 
can meet that evening. Thanks to Mike Barasch, who has 
been organizing this annual event since we began the 
tradition in 2009 - the same year Parkview Field opened!  

- ¢-K ¢K8 ¢M`- sz ¢ s vW²M8µ EM8Z2 

 
The Jewish Federation of Fort Wayneôs annual  
Yom HaShoah commemoration service will be held on 
Monday, May 6 at 7 p.m. at the Rifkin Campus. The Temple 
is a co-sponsor. 

The Holocaust memorial service will be led by Rabbi Meir 
Bargeron, with music by 
Maestro Robert Nance and 
Heartland Sings. Members of 
the community will read first-
person accounts from the 
Holocaust and other historical 
moments of anti-Semitism. 

Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. 
Salon Foundation for its 
continued support. 

·f_ K zKf K -f__8_fv ¢Mf` 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.milb.com%2Ffort-wayne&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7c76f0b498824e79f74708da03b408e3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637826369034453874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi
http://www.fwjf.org
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Our spring shipment from Kar-Ben Publishing recently arrived 
in the Rabbi Richard B. Safran Library. In the box were 11 
new titles for children of all ages. 

A few were holiday titles. Happy Purim, Grover! by Joni  
Sussman, is a new board book in a series of Sesame Street 
holiday titles. We also received three new Passover picture 
books. Everybodyôs Book: The Story of the Sarajevo  
Haggadah, by Linda Leopold Strauss, tells the true story of a 
Haggadah dating back to the Spanish Inquisition.  Eventually 
ending up in a museum in Sarajevo, it became known as the 
Sarajevo Haggadah and was hidden in a village mosque to 
protect it from the Nazis. Amalia Hoffmanôs Afikotective and 
Susan Tarcovôs Tyrannosaurus Tsuris: A Passover Story are 
lighter fare for the holiday. 

For Shabbat, Sarah Sassoonôs 
This is Not a Cholent features an 
Iraqi stew in an Australian cholent 
contest. Sophieôs Monster Goes 
to Shul, by Sandy Asher, is the 
story of a girl and a scary mon-
ster in her closet.  

The Apple Argument, by Jane 
Yolen, is a new take on the Crea-
tion story, focusing on the fruits 

and vegetables in the Garden of Eden. Another Bible story, 
Elana Azoseôs All Aboard for Noahôs Ark!, features a pair of 

helpful hedgehogs aboard the boat.  

A Feather, a Pebble, a Shell, by Miri Leshem-Pelly, is a natu-
ral tour of Israel. When the author finds small treasures to 
hold, such as a basalt pebble or a hoopoe feather or a ripe 
olive, she leaves them for her readers to find, and includes 
descriptions of these unique objects in her story. 

Written for children ages 3 through 8,  
Bianca Sissaôs Jewish Mindfulness for Kids 
is full of exercises to use every day.  
Centered around Jewish culture, the activi-
ties include ñBlow the Shofar,ò ñBreathe 
Like a Dove,ò ñLight the Shabbat Candles,ò 
and more.  

For older readers, Things That Shimmer, 
by Deborah Lakritz, has been added to our 

Juvenile Fiction collection. Set in 1973, it follows the story of 
Melanie Adler, her friend Dorit, and her struggle to fit in. From 
the Jewish Book Council, it is "A well-told story that will be 
savored by preteens and young people who find bits of them-
selves in it." 

We hope youôll continue to take advantage of our wonderful 
library collection whenever youôre in the building. Find our 
complete catalog 

With the school year ending soon for the Brightpoint 
Head Start students who attend class at the Temple, 
our Thoughtful Thursdays volunteers will be prepar-
ing bags with a little extra food and toiletries to help 
families through the summer months. 

The Jewish community team will meet on Wednes-
day, May 1 at 10 a.m. to assemble the last bags of 
the school year. 

We appreciate the continued generosity of the Dr. 
Harry W. Salon Foundation and the many members 
of our Jewish community and non-members for 
making Thoughtful Thursdays possible though their 
donations and hard work. 

Thank you to Sally Trotter for her leadership during 
this 14th year of Thoughtful Thursdays. Weôre grate-
ful to the wonderful Temple staff and volunteers who 

continue to be so engaged and 
supportive, whether picking apples, 
shopping for supplies, bagging, 
and helping in other ways. Without 
all of you, we could not provide  
this program. 

Thoughtful Thursdays is a project 
of Congregation Achduth 
Vesholom and the Jewish Federa-
tion of Fort Wayne. If you are  
interested in volunteering for this 
endeavor, please contact our  
incoming chair Cheryl Schorey at 
cheryl_schorey@yahoo.com.  We 
would love to have you join us! 
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Our dedicated Thoughtful Thursdays volunteers prepped two bags on April 10 for the 51 Brightpoint Head Start  
children who attend class at the Temple. The food and household items included ingredients for Wagon Wheel Beef Soup. A  
second bag included tissues, toilet paper, and hand soap.  

https://templecav.org/library/
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
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Our students remained busy in their 
Religious School studies during April! 

Our Bimah Buddies students talked 
about how to make positive choices 
when faced with real-world dilemmas 
of character. Our Middot students learned about setting 
personal boundaries, including discussion about honoring 
their own and othersô religious observances. 

Our youngest students took advantage of a beautiful spring 
day to experience the Exodus by way of a tour around our 
outdoor campus, visiting such important sights as Mount 
Sinai (the playground), the Jordan River (the Foster Park 
pathway), Jericho (a big tree we marched around), and at 
last the Promised Land (the Sposeep Chapel). We even 
encountered a frog and some pests along the way! 

Our 30-minute walk certainly provided our students with 
some perspective on the perilous journeys of their 
ancestors. They were hot. They were tired. They were 

thirsty. They questioned 
the point of our hike. We 
left behind a couple of 
students who found 
shadier spots to rest at 
various points. They 
asked many times if we 
were there yet. 

What I enjoyed most 
about this experience was 
the discussion we had 
when we finally got to the 
benches and shade. The 
students asked why 
anyone would keep 
walking for forty years. We 
talked about how people 

are motivated by their faith. The students asked why it took 
forty years to complete what shouldôve been an 11-day trip. 
We talked about how their journey changed the Jewish 
people and prepared them to live together in a place of their 
own as the nation of Israel. And then the students asked if 
we could go back inside and eat our routine end-of-session 
donut holes in the air conditioning.  Modern problems for  
modern times!      

This month represents the end of our official program year 
for our youth education programming. We have a busy 
month ahead and look forward to seeing you at our 
upcoming celebrations, worship services, and  
community activities. 

-Leise Rosman, Religious School Committee chair 

Upcoming Religious School Dates 

¶ Sunday, May 5 at 10 a.m. ï Religious School at  
Temple ï All Students 

¶ Sunday, May 19 at 10 a.m. ï Last Day of Religious 
School ï Maccabiah Games at Temple 

¶ Friday, May 31 at 6:30 p.m. ï Prayer books presented 
to 5th grade students during Shabbat Services 

¶ Friday, June 7 at 6:30 p.m. ï A blessing for children 
attending a Jewish summer camp during  
Shabbat Services 

Our Joy Vey children and their 
families enjoy celebrating  
Shabbat time together with 
grape juice (wine for the adults) 
and challah. 

Join us for Shabbat on Friday, May 31 when our sum-
mer services move to 6:30 p.m. We also will present 
prayer books to 5th grade students Guy Copeland, son 
of Hannah & Jack Copeland, and Keira Barasch, 
daughter of April & Mike Barasch, in honor of  
beginning their bônei mitzvah studies.  
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The Board Development Committee presents the following slate 
of officers and trustees for the 2024-2025 fiscal year, beginning 
July 1: 

OFFICERS 

Nominated for an additional 1-year term ending in June 2025 
President: Ronnie Greenberg  

Nominated for 1-year term ending in June 2025 
Vice President Programs: Beth Zweig 
Vice President Finance: John Stein 
Secretary: Amy Krouse  

TRUSTEES (Nominated for 2-year term ending in June 2026): 

David Crell 
Sam Krouse 
Mimi Zelman 

TRUSTEES (Serving 2-year term ending in June 2025): 

Shai Hadashi 
Dawn Hammond 
Leise Rosman 
Kathy Sider 
Micah Soltz 

Thank you to the Board Development Committee: John 
Stein and Beth Zweig (co-chairs), Fran Adler, Betsy Gephart, 
Amy Krouse, and Leise Rosman 

с 
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One of the best ways we can sustain a Jewish  
presence in northeast Indiana is through a lasting gift 
to Congregation Achduth Vesholom. 

More than 40 congregants already have become mem-
bers of the Lôdor Vador Legacy Society since it was 
established in 2012 to encourage individuals to make 
arrangements to remember the Temple in their es-
tates. Legacy society members are recognized at the 
Templeôs Annual Meeting in June. 

To become a society member, please inform the Tem-
ple in writing that you have made provisions to remem-
ber the congregation in your estate. For further infor-
mation about the Lôdor Vador Legacy Society or mak-
ing a planned gift now or in the future, contact Planned 
Giving Committee Chair Beth Zweig at 
blzweig@msn.com. 

Continued from page 1 

In addition, the annual meeting will include recogni-
tion of outgoing Board members Juli Dominguez 
and Brian Rosman for their service and members of 
the Lôdor Vador Legacy Society for indicating 
theyôve made a planned gift to the  congregation. 

To be eligible to vote, members must be current in 
their financial obligations to the congregation. All 
absentee ballots must be returned prior to the Annu-
al Meeting. 
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_ÙÿÌÙĖĚ ÀĖÙ íĀıíġÙÓ ġĆ ĚġÀĴ 
ÀæġÙĖ ġëÙ ÌĥĚíĀÙĚĚ ÿÙÙġíĀç ġĆ ĲÀġÎë À
ĚēÙÎíÀú ʷʴ-ÿíĀĥġÙ ıíÓÙĆ ëíçëúíçëġíĀç
ġëÙ ĚġĆĖĴ Ćæ ĆĥĖ ÎĆĀçĖÙçÀġíĆĀ ĚíĀÎÙ
ʵʼʸʼˋ ĲëíÎë ĲÀĚ æíĖĚġ ĚëĆĲĀ íĀ 
`ĆıÙÿÌÙĖ ÓĥĖíĀç ġëÙ ¢ÙÿēúÙĚ˫ ʵʻʹġë 
ÀĀĀíıÙĖĚÀĖĴ ĲÙÙ÷ÙĀÓː 

Thank you to the volunteers,  
donors and sponsors who contrib-
uted toiletries, stuffed animals, and  
blankets for many months as part 
of the Templeôs 175th Anniversary 
mitzvah project to help foster  
children in Northeast Indiana. 
Through their generosity, we 
reached our goal of filling 175 
totes to support the efforts of  
Fostering Hope for Children. As of 
this week, the final donations of 
totes have been given to FHOC to 
help children in our community. 
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http://www.templecav.org/Portals/146/L'dor%20Vador%20Legacy%20Society%202017.pdf
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 The Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society will welcome Ellie Vance of Family Search to the 
ACPL Genealogy Center on Sunday, May 5 at 2 p.m. for two programs on Jewish Genealogy of the 
Former Russian Empire and Surrounding Regions. Sheôll speak at: 

¶ 2 p.m. - History of Jews in the Russian Empire and an Introduction to Record Types - This 
presentation will provide a brief history of Jews in the Russian Empire, the Pale of Settlement and an 
introduction to basic record types including revision lists, metrical books, census records, family lists, 
and more.  

¶  3:30 p.m. Jewish Research in the Former Russian Empire -Unsure of where to start with 
researching your Jewish roots in the former Russian Empire? This presentation will provide an intro-
duction to Jewish genealogical research and discuss resources, websites, and tools for research in 
the former Russian Empire as well as modern country specific resources for Belarus, Latvia, Lithua-

nia, Estonia, Poland, and Ukraine.  

This program is in-person at the Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center. To attend online, register here.  

Vance graduated from Brigham Young University with degrees in Russian and Family History and Genealogy. She 
worked as the Slavic research specialist for the FamilySearch Library and currently works as a technical historical records 
expert at FamilySearch, where she provides data for machine learning and indexing of Russian genealogical documents. 

Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation, the Dr. Louis and Anne B. Schneider Foundation, and the Allen County 
Public Library Genealogy Center for their continued support of NEIJGS programming.   
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An afternoon of local history on April 14 featured two programs: Dr. 
Wendy Soltz on her Indiana Synagogue Mapping Project and Greg  
Merrell about how he and his wife, Stacey, purchased the former  
synagogue in Ligonier from Indiana Landmarks convert the historic 
property into their home. The presentations at The Genealogy  
Center at the Allen County Public Library were sponsored by the  
Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society in conjunction with the 
Temple in honor of our 175th anniversary. 

https://neindianajgs.org/
https://www.genealogy.acpl.lib.in.us/
https://neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/


 
у 

z8-f`2 z828v +vM`Gz ¢fG8¢K8v ¢v 2M¢Mf`z `2 -f`¢8_sfv v· Mzz¦8z 

More than 100 people gathered on Tuesday evening for the Templeôs Second Seder, as we read from the Hagaddah 
about the Jewsô exodus from Egypt and freedom from bondage. Rabbi Meir Bargeron brought together the traditions of 
Passover with discussion of contemporary issues. These included an empty chair marked with ñ134,ò the number of hos-
tages being held in Gaza since the October 7 attack on Israel, and olives on the Seder plate representing an olive branch 
and the hope for peace. 

A traditional Pesach meal included gefilte fish, matzah ball soup, brisket and potato kugel. Thank you to Denny Reynolds, 
the ROMEOs and Juliets for coordinating a delicious meal and the Seder items! Thank you to Crackerjack Catering, in-
cluding owner and Chef Mike Bentz and sous chef Paul Queen, for the wonderful meal!  Thank you to the Temple staff for 
their contributions to the beautiful evening. Thanks also to Dawn Hammond and Beth Zweig for the photos. 

We were pleased to welcome so many congregants and guests to our tables. Thank you also to members of St. Maryôs 
Catholic Church and the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Fort Wayne for joining us for our Passover observance. 


