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Passover begins on Monday, April 22 when we retell 
the story of the Jewsô exodus from Egypt and freedom 
from bondage. Please join our Temple family for the 
Second Seder on Tuesday, April 23 at 6 p.m.  
at the Temple.   

Weôll read the Haggadah led by Rabbi Meir Bargeron 
and dine on a traditional, kosher-style Pesach meal of 
brisket with veggies or eggplant parmesan, potato 
kugel and roasted broccoli. Thank you to the ROMEOs 
(Retired Old Men Eating Out) for coordinating the meal 
-- and especially to Denny Reynolds for chairing.   

Please RSVP no later than Friday, April 12 to the Temple office at (260) 744-4245 or 
office@templecav.org, and then follow up by sending your check made payable to ñCAV - The 
Templeò or pay online. When you RSVP, please indicate if you prefer a vegetarian entr®e. 
Reservations must accompany payment. We will not be taking payment the night of the event. 

Students enrolled in Religious School may attend at no charge by making a reservation and  
when accompanied by a parent.  

The cost for Temple members is $35 for adults; $15 for children ages 3-12 who are not enrolled in 
the Religious School; and free for children under age 3. For non-members, the cost is $40 for 
adults; $18 for children 3-12; and free for children under age 3. No refunds will be issued for 
cancellations or no-shows Reservations after the April 12 deadline will be taken if space is 
available. An accurate count is needed to prepare the appropriate amount of food. 
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The Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society is excited to 
welcome Dr. Wendy Soltz and Greg Merrell to the ACPL Genealogy 
Center on Sunday, April 14 at 2 p.m. for an afternoon of local history 
in conjunction with Congregation Achduth Vesholomôs 175th 
Anniversary celebration. Please join us: 

¶ 2 p.m. ï Indiana Synagogue Mapping Project - Dr. Wendy Soltz  
will go over the digital map and its functionality, as well as 
demonstrate what can be gleaned from the data visualization 
platforms used to preserve and document the synagogues 
across the state of Indiana. 

¶ 3:30 p.m. ï Ligonier Restoration ï Greg Merrell will relate how 
he and his wife Stacey have purchased the former synagogue, 
Ahavath Shalom, from Indiana Landmarks in an effort to convert 
a historic property into a home. 

Wendy Soltz, a Temple member, is an Assistant Professor of History 
and Director of the Public History Program at Ball State University. 
She regularly works with the public and non-profits to curate 
exhibitions, organize collections, and assist in historical programming. 
Wendy conceived of the Indiana Synagogue Mapping Project in 2018 
while she was the Executive Director of the Indiana Jewish Historical 
Society. Over the course of five years and a grant from the National 
Parks Service, Wendy has made 45 survey stops and has conducted 
archival research to reveal and document 66 purpose-built 
synagogues across the State of Indiana from 1865-2015.  

Continued on page 11 

https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/
https://www.genealogy.acpl.lib.in.us/
https://www.genealogy.acpl.lib.in.us/
https://synagogues.wendysoltz.com/
https://wendysoltz.com/
https://www.indianalandmarks.org/2020/03/ligonier-temple-will-be-indy-couples-dream-home/
https://www.indianalandmarks.org/2020/03/ligonier-temple-will-be-indy-couples-dream-home/
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Lunch with the ROMEOs 

Join the Retired Old Men Eating 
Out for lunch at noon: 
 

Thursday, April 4 
Cosmo's Restaurant 
9807 Lima Rd.  
 
Thursday, April 18 
 West Coast Grille 
2310 S. Calhoun St.  

For more information, please  
contact Denny Reynolds at  
dennisreynolds@me.com. 

 Find the lunch schedule  

 

 

 
 
 

 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, April 5 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, April 6 
9:45 a.m. 

Joy Vey! A Kid-ish 
Shabbat 
Friday, April 12 
5:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, April 12 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, April 13 
9:45 a.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, April 19 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, April 20 
9:45 a.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, April 26 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, April 27 
9:45 a.m. 
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Please join us in person or via livestream for 
worship services. Friday evening services are 
offered on YouTube. Saturday morning 
services are available on  Zoom and 
YouTube. 

Zoom links are in the weekly email to our 
Temple family. We warmly welcome guests. 
Please contact the Temple office for online 
access information on Zoom at  
(260) 744-4245 or office@templecav.org 
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Ellie Vance: History of Jews 
in the Russian Empire 
NEIJGS 
Sunday, May 5 
2 p.m. ACPL and Zoom 

Yom Hashoah  
Commemoration 
Monday, May 6 
7 p.m. at the Temple 
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
Fort Wayne 

Joy Vey! A Kid-ish Shabbat 
with Musician Matt Check 
Friday, May 10 
5:30 p.m. 

Shabbat & 5th Grade Prayer 
Book Presentation 
Friday, May 31 
6:30 p.m. 

Temple Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, June 5 
7 p.m. in person and Zoom 

_ · ¢K8Mv _8_fvM8z +8 Efv +Z8zzM`G 

A gravestone unveiling and dedication 
service in memory of Audrey Gerson 
will be held on Sunday, May 5 at 12:30 
p.m. at the Fort Wayne Jewish  

Cemetery at 6224 Decatur Rd. The 
congregation is invited to attend.  

A gravestone unveiling and dedication 
service in memory of Harriet Crell will 
be held on Sunday, May 12 at 11 a.m. 
at the Fort Wayne Jewish Cemetery at 
6224 Decatur Rd. The congregation is 

invited to attend.  

ĥÓĖÙĴ GÙĖĚĆĀ KÀĖĖíÙġ -ĖÙúú 

Thoughtful Thursdays 
Wednesday, April 10 
10 a.m. 

NEIJGS/175th: Synagogue 
Mapping Project with  
Wendy Soltz  
Sunday, April 14 
2 p.m. 
Greg Merrell: Ligonier  
Restoration 
3:30 p.m.  At  ACPL and Zoom 

Register to attend online   

Congregational 
Second Seder 
Tuesday, April 23 
6 p.m. 
RSVP by Friday, April 12  

https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
http://www.cosmosfortwayne.com/
https://westcoastgrill.us/
https://mcusercontent.com/0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef/files/39677ed8-9f09-a8c0-e300-c7b019deae7c/ROMEO_LUNCH_LIST_2023_2024_12Jun2023.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
https://templecav.org/rifkin-campus-2/
https://templecav.org/rifkin-campus-2/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/6224+Decatur+Rd,+Fort+Wayne,+IN+46816/@41.025776,-85.1320251,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x8815e55c953022cd:0xd67243b68293756a!8m2!3d41.025772!4d-85.123265
https://templecav.org/rifkin-campus-2/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/6224+Decatur+Rd,+Fort+Wayne,+IN+46816/@41.025776,-85.1320251,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x8815e55c953022cd:0xd67243b68293756a!8m2!3d41.025772!4d-85.123265
https://neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/
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Soon we will gather together in our homes, and then again on 
the next night as a Temple community, for the Pesach seder, 
an order of re-enactment and memory. Pesach is not merely a 
commemoration of an ancient event; it is a timeless 
celebration of Jewish identity and resilience, intimately 
connecting the themes of the Exodus story to the enduring 
notion of Jewish peoplehood. 

At its core, Pesach 
signifies the liberation of 
the Israelites from slavery 
in Egypt, guided by the 
leadership of Moses and 
the miraculous 
intervention of the Divine. 
Yet its significance 
transcends historical 
retelling, resonating 
deeply with the collective 

Jewish soul and reinforcing the bonds that unite the Jewish 
people across generations. Even though we typically 
experience the Seder with family, close friends, and 
synagogue communities, a Jew can come to any Seder table 
and fully experience the commemoration of our liberation.  
This is how peoplehood  connects us. 

The memory of the Exodus serves as a powerful reminder of 
the Jewish people's resilience in the face of adversity, 
fostering a shared sense of identity rooted in perseverance 
and faith. This Pesach, in particular, we understand adversity. 
We experienced a collective Jewish trauma on October 7, 
2023, which brings these words from our Haggadah into  
clear relief: 

God's unfailing help has sustained our ancestors and us. 
For not only one enemy has risen up to destroy us, but in 
every generation do enemies rise up against us, seeking 
to destroy us. But the Holy One, praised be God, delivers 
us from their hands. 

In this generation, we have 
witnessed a great enemy of the 
Jewish people rise up against us, 
quite literally seeking to destroy 
us. While the greatest danger is 
experienced in Israel, diaspora 
Jews worldwide have faced an 
increase in antisemitism, 
sometimes violent. It can feel as if 
Jews in America are also living in 
a state of conflict, one that 
emerged unexpectedly. However, 
as we read the words of the Haggadah, we are reminded that 
the Jewish people face peril in every generation. It is not 
difficult at all to see this when reviewing Jewish history. 

We are again in a period of great adversity, unlike what many 
of us have experienced in our lifetimes. But the Haggadah 
gives us hope because Jewish resilience is a proven response 
to the peril. From a religious perspective, we remember that 
God has led us across dangerous waters before. From a 
communal perspective, we can take comfort and draw 
strength from our people. We have been and will be there for 
each other, just as we reunite each year at the Seder table. 

Pesach serves as a catalyst for solidarity and mutual support 
within the Jewish community, especially during times of 
difficulty or change. Just as the Israelites rallied together to 
confront the challenges of the wilderness, contemporary Jews 
draw strength from our interconnectedness, offering 
assistance and comfort to one another in times of need. 
Whether through acts of charity, communal prayer, or simply 
by providing a listening ear, Jews uphold the values of 
compassion and solidarity that lie at the heart of our collective 
identity. 

This year may we support one other in communal solidarity. 
Chag Pesach Sameach. 
Rabbi Meir  

Although there was overwhelming support for proposed revisions to the Temple bylaws from those who participated in the 
special congregational meeting on March 6, the changes were not approved because not enough congregants voted. 

To amend the bylaws, two-thirds of those eligible to vote must approve. Seventy people attended in person or on Zoom, 
while others voted by absentee ballot. But we were well short of the numbers needed to pass the changes. Thank you to 
those who took the time to vote. (See Presidentôs column on page 16.) 

The Board decided at its March 14 meeting to update the bylaws proposal and bring the new revisions to the congregation 
for approval on Wednesday, June 5 at 7 p.m. at the Templeôs annual meeting. The new proposal will be sent to congregants 
as the meeting gets closer. In addition to the bylaws, members also will vote on vote on candidates for the Temple board 
and the budget for the 2024-2025 fiscal year.   

Board members will continue to stress to our members the importance of understanding the bylaws that govern our 
congregation and why modifications are needed periodically as our demographics and needs change. 

We thank you for your membership and support of the congregation. 

о 
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Parliamentarian David Crell declares a quorum at the special congregational meeting in March. 

https://templecav.org/urj-events/congregational-second-seder-3/?d=2024-04-23%2018%3A00
https://templecav.org/urj-events/congregational-second-seder-3/?d=2024-04-23%2018%3A00
https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/hamas-its-own-words
https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/hamas-its-own-words
https://www.adl.org/resources/blog/hamas-its-own-words


 
п 

sM-W ¦s ` µ v2-µM``M`G ¢M¢Z8 M`ːːː ·f¦v ¢8_sZ8 ZM+v v·ˍ 
 
 

Our Temple Book Club met on March 12 for an interesting 
discussion about The Latecomer, followed by a conversation 
with author Jean Hanff Korelitz. We learned about her writing 
process and had the opportunity to ask questions about this 
very intriguing book. Thank you to Jean for joining us! We 
appreciate Betsy Gephart for leading our book club and the 
Jewish Book Council for making the author available.  
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In January, the winners of the 2023  
National Jewish Book Awards were  
announced by the Jewish Book  
Council. We have added several of the 
titles to our collection in the Rabbi Richard 
B. Safran Library. 

The 2023 Jewish Book of the Year was 
Jeremy Eichlerôs Timeôs Echo: The Sec-
ond World War, the Holocaust, and the 
Music of Remembrance. The idea behind 
the book is the power of music to convey 
history. The author explores the works of 
Richard Strauss, Arnold Schoenberg, 

Dmitri Shostakovich and Benjamin Britten, and how they cap-
ture the meaning of the past in their music. In addition to being 
the Book of the Year, this title also  
received the awards in the History and 
Holocaust categories. 

The winner in the Book Club category 
was James McBrideôs The Heaven and 
Earth Grocery Store. Set in the 1930s in 
Pottstown, Pennsylvania, its characters 
come from the Jewish and African-
American communities. Finalists in the 
Book Club category include The  
Postcard by Anne Berest, The Wolf 
Hunt, by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen, and 
Jennifer Rosnerôs Once We  
Were Home. 

In the Childrenôs Picture Book category, the winner was  

Richard Hoôs Two New Years, which also won a Sydney  
Taylor Award, featured in last monthôs bulletin. Finalists were 
The Inside Name by Randi Sonenshine, and Stars of the 
Night: The Courageous Children of the Czech Kindertransport 
by Caren Stelson.  

All-Night Pharmacy by Ruth Madievsky was the winner in the 
Debut Fiction category. From The Los Angeles Times, ñAll-
Night Pharmacy crackles with the energy of Hubert Selby Jr.ôs 
Requiem for a Dream or Patrick deWittôs Ablutions . . . It puls-
es with intensity as its characters struggle to find their way. 
The taut narrative is driven by Madievskyôs razor-sharp prose.ò 
Finalists in this category include The Light of Seven Days by 
River Adams, and To Die Beautiful by Buzzy Jackson.  

In the Middle Grade Literature category, The Dubious Pranks 
of Shaindy Goodman, by Mari Lowe, was the winner. This was 
also a Sydney Taylor Award winner. Finalists include Two 
Tribes, a graphic novel by Emily Bowen Cohen, The Witch of 
Woodland by Laurel Snyder, and Jeremy Dronfieldôs The Boy 
Who Followed His Father into Auschwitz: A True Story Retold 
for Young Readers.  

The Blood Years, by Elana K. Arnold, was the winner in the 
Young Adult Literature category. This was a Sydney Taylor 
Award winner as well. Finalists include Just a Hat by S. 
Khubiar, and Neal Shustermanôs graphic novel, Courage to 
Dream: Tales of Hope in the Holocaust.  

All of the above titles are ready and waiting for you in the  
library. Please take advantage of this congregational resource. 
A full list of winners can be found on the JBC website.  

Thoughtful Thursdays is making some changes. I will be stepping down as  
chairperson on July 1 after four years, and I am delighted to announce that  
Cheryl Schorey has enthusiastically agreed to assume that position. 

We are in our 14th year providing food and household items for the Brightpoint  
Head Start children who attend class at the Temple. Because of the dedication  
of our volunteers, I know it will 
continue on for many years to 
come. 

Our volunteers will be meeting 
on Wednesday, April 10 at  
10 a.m. at the Temple to  
assemble the bags. 

Thoughtful Thursdays is a joint 
project of Congregation Achduth 
Vesholom and the  
Jewish Federation of  
Fort Wayne. 

Sally Trotter, Thoughtful  
Thursdays chair 
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https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/library/
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/awards/national-jewish-book-awards/past-winners.
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/awards/national-jewish-book-awards/past-winners.
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
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Our Bônei Mitzvah families recently talked about Jewish 
identity and how the communities they belong to are 
inclusive or exclusive of their Jewish practices and beliefs ï 
including our own Jewish community! 

The lesson included insights from Kohenet Keshira haLev 
Fife, a spiritual leader, educator and activist in Pittsburgh 
who identifies as a Jew of Color. He suggests that it is time 
that people who have complicated answers to questions of 
Jewish identity move from saying, ñI am a Jew BUTéò to 
saying, ñI am a Jew ANDéò 

So, instead of saying, ñIôm Jewish, BUT Iôm half something 
else,ò one would say, ñIôm Jewish AND I also have another 
identity that really matters to me.ò Or instead of saying, ñIôm 
Jewish, BUT I eat pork,ò one would say, ñIôm Jewish AND I 
enjoy both kosher and non-kosher food.ò 

If more people spoke this way, he suggests, then maybe we 
would see that there are many ways of expressing Jewish 
identity.    

As I was thinking about our upcoming Passover lesson, I 
looked more into the different ways Jews around the world 
celebrate the holiday. Passover is the oldest continuously 
celebrated holiday in the Jewish calendar, so there has been 
plenty of time for Jews throughout history to reimagine and 
reinterpret how they celebrate our Exodus from Egypt. 

Here are a few interesting examples that could even find 
their way to your seder table: 

Jews in Romania fill a pillowcase with heavy objects and 
carry it around the table, with each person at the seder 
taking a turn. 

Jewish families in Gibraltar add actual brick dust to their 
charoset ï the chunky mixture of fruit and nuts we eat during 
our seder. 

Hungarian Jews decorate their seder table with gold and 
silver jewelry, recognizing the Egyptians gave these 
precious items to the Israelites as a way of bribing them to 
leave. 

In Poland, seder guests act out the crossing of the sea in 
their dining rooms. Some families even pour water on the 
floor to make the experience all the more realistic. 

Some Ethiopian Jews destroy their dishes and cookware 
and make new ones to signify their hope for redemption. 

And right here in Fort Wayne, Indiana, we have a Passover 
tradition of joining together for our congregational Second 
Seder, this year on Tuesday, April 23 at 6 p.m. (See page 1 
for details and RSVP information). 

Weôll read the Haggadah and dine on a traditional, kosher-
style Pesach meal. Students enrolled in Religious School 
may attend at no charge by making a reservation at 
office@templecav.org and when accompanied by a parent. 
See you there! 

Leise Rosman, Religious School Committee chair 

 

 

Upcoming Religious School Dates 

¶ Sunday, April 14 at 10 a.m. ï Religious School at  
Temple ï All Students 

¶ Tuesday, April 23 at 6 p.m. ï Second Seder 

¶ Sunday, May 5 at 10 a.m. ï Religious School at  
Temple ï All Students 

¶ Sunday, May 19 at 10 a.m. ï Last Day of Religious 
School ï Maccabiah Games   

¶ Friday, May 31 at 6:30 p.m. ï Prayer books presented 
to 5th Grade students during Shabbat Service  

We look forward to celebrating education milestones with 
our Temple family! If you have a child graduating from high 
school or college this year, please let us know so that we 
may offer congratulations, list the school attended, and in-
clude future plans in our Bulletin. Please send graduation 
information by Friday, May 10 to be included in our June/
July Bulletin. Contact us at office@TempleCAV.org or  
(260) 744-4245.  
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Our Middot students worked on self-expression through art during 
their Sunday session with a facilitator from The Advot Project.  

Our Bimah Buddies families during their Jewish identity lesson in 
March.  
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Our Joy Vey families shared a fun Shabbat evening in March that included working together to create their own ñmishkanò (tabernacle) 
out of blocks. Thank you to Sam Krouse and Stephanie Gottesman for leading the service, with Rabbi Meir. A pizza dinner followed. 

с 

Donôt miss our festive monthly Joy Vey Shabbat service for young families on Friday, 
May 10 at 5:30 p.m. when we welcome Matt Check, an accomplished singer-songwriter, 
guitarist, banjoist and producer of Americana, bluegrass, Jewish music and childrenôs 
music. 

After almost 20 years in New York City as a Jewish educator and musician, Matt now 
serves as director of lifelong learning at Wise Temple in Cincinnati. He holds an MA in 
Education from the Jewish Theological Seminary (2008), as well as an MPA from Baruch 
College (2011). 

Mattôs visit is the first of four special music programs during Joy Vey services thanks to 
the generosity of the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation. Musician Juliette Nehring will join 
us for two Shabbat morning services for young families on Saturdays, August 10 and 
January 11 at 10:30 a.m. Folk singer Joanie Calem will lead the Joy Vey Shabbat service 
on Friday, October 18 for Sukkot. 
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Please join us on Friday, April 12 at 5:30 p.m. for Joy Vey! A 
Kid-ish Shabbat for a playful and silly, yet peaceful start 
to Shabbat for the whole family! 

Weôll light candles, pray, sing songs, move and groove, and 
even practice mindfulness. We also embrace the tradition of 
blessing children as we make a joyful place for Shabbat in our 
lives and hearts... together. Meet us in the Madge Rothschild 
Resource Center on the second Friday night of each month. 

Folks are encouraged to stick around to enjoy a glass of wine/
juice, challah, and dinner afterwards!  

https://matthewcheckmusic.com/home
https://matthewcheckmusic.com/home
https://www.facebook.com/juliette.m.nehring/
http://joaniecalem.com/
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Temple bakers came prepared on March 17 to create a variety of delicious hamentashen for our Purim celebration.  
They brought favorite fillings for the centers of the three-cornered treats, including apricot, raspberry, strawberry, cherry,  
chocolate, fig, and more. Experienced bakers shared tips with novices as we shared stories and got better acquainted 
during this annual opportunity to help the Temple. Thank you to Bonnie Pomerantz and Mimi Zelman for chairing the  
hamentashenpalooza.  


