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Get your costume ready to join us on Sunday, March 
24 to celebrate Purim! The merriment begins with a 
family-friendly Megillah reading and Purim spiel at 11 
a.m., led by Rabbi Meir with the Purim players. Grab 
a grogger when we tell the story of Queen Esther and 
make some noise when Hamanôs name is said! 

At noon, following the spiel, everyone is invited to join 
(or watch) the costume parade to the Social Hall for 
our annual Purim Carnival! Weôll nosh on 
hamentashen made by a team of Temple bakers and 
enjoy a lunch spread of lox, bagels, whitefish salad, 
chopped liver, fruit, and pizza. 

          
         Continued on page 2 

We invite you to share  

a beautiful tradition with our family  

when our son 

Jake Anderson Copeland 

is called to the Torah  

as a Bar Mitzvah 

on Saturday, March 9 

at 10 a.m.  

at Congregation Achduth Vesholom 

            Kiddush luncheon to follow 

Hannah and Jack Copeland 
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A special congregational meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 6 at 7 p.m. in person and on 
Zoom to consider and approve proposed changes to the Bylaws that govern our congregation. 

 

Materials sent to congregants by email (or by U.S. mail if 
you donôt have email) include both the current and proposed 
Bylaws, as well as a summary of the changes that includes  
a brief explanation of the reasons for each change. A  
Zoom link also has been provided for those who prefer to 
participate online, which includes the ability to vote  
in real time. 

 

Continued on page 9 
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Lunch with the ROMEOs 

Join the Retired Old Men Eating 
Out for lunch at noon: 

Thursday, March 7 
Wu's Fine Chinese Cuisine 
4411 Coldwater Rd.  

 
 

Thursday, March 21 
Tequila Mexican  
Restaurant 
6328 W. Jefferson Blvd.  

For more information, please  
contact Denny Reynolds at  
dennisreynolds@me.com. 

 Find the lunch schedule  

Shabbat Service 
Friday, March 1 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, March 2 
9:45 a.m. 

Joy Vey! A Kid-ish 
Shabbat 
Friday, March 8 
5:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, March 8 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Jake Copeland  
Bar Mitzvah 
Saturday, March 9 
10 a.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, March 15 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, March 16 
9:45 a.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, March 22 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, March 23 
9:45 a.m. 

Purim Megillah Reading 
& Spiel  
Sunday, March 24 
11 a.m. 
Carnival follows at noon 

Shabbat Service 
Friday, March 29 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, March 30 
9:45 a.m. 
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Please join us in person or via livestream for worship 
services. Friday evening services are offered on 
YouTube. Saturday morning services are available on  
Zoom and YouTube. 

Zoom links are in the weekly email to our Temple family. 
We warmly welcome guests. Please contact the Temple 
office for online access information on 
 Zoom at (260) 744-4245 or office@templecav.org 
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Thoughtful Thursdays 
Wednesday, March 6 
10 a.m. 

Congregational Special 
Meeting 
Wednesday, March 6 
7 p.m. in person and on Zoom 

Jake Copeland Bar Mitzvah 
Saturday, March 9 
10 a.m. 
Kiddush luncheon to follow 

Temple Book Club 
Tuesday, March 12 
7 p.m. on Zoom 

Hamentashen Baking 
Sunday, March 17 
10 a.m.  

Purim Spiel and Service 
Sunday, March 24  
11 a.m. 

Purim Carnival 
Sunday, March 24 
Noon ð 2 p.m. 

Israel at War: A View  
from the Ground 
Sam Sokol, Political  
Correspondent,  
The Times of Israel 
Sunday, March 17 
3 p.m. on Zoom 

svMZ 8²8`¢z 
NEIJGS/175th: Synagogue 
Mapping Project with  
Wendy Soltz  
Sunday, April 14 
2 p.m. 

Congregational 
Second Seder 
Tuesday, April 23 
6 p.m. 
RSVP by Friday, April 12  

 

Check out the books 
about Purim in the Rabbi 
Richard B. Safran Library. 

You can also find a one-
sheet of our favorite titles 
on our website. 
View our full catalog of 
more than 7,000 titles. 
We're open whenever the 
building is open.  
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Tickets for the carnival will be available at the door for a suggested donation of $10 for 
adults and $5 for children. Please RSVP to the office at (260) 744-4245 or  
office@templecav.org by Sunday, March 17 with the number of adults and  
children planning to attend.  

Thanks to our creative Carnival Crew, including Kate Crell (chair), Stephanie 
Gottesman, Deborah Bauer, Geoff Gordon, Shai Hadashi, and Celeste  
Sexton. If you'd like to join the team, please let Kate or the office know. We especially 
need folks to help with clean-up. 

 

Please join us in getting ready for Purim when we make a variety of delicious 
hamantashen on Sunday, March 17 at 10:30 a.m. in the Social Hall. Children are  
invited to share in this fun tradition when accompanied by an adult. 

Weôre making the three-cornered treats to serve as part of our Purim festivities  
on Sunday, March 24, with our family-friendly Megillah reading and Purim spiel at 
11 a.m., followed at noon by our festive Purim Carnival for all ages. Dough will be 
provided, but please bring your favorite filling (no jelly as it is too runny), such as 
preserves, canned pie and strudel filling, chocolate chips, Nutella, etc. If you 
have a rolling pin and 3-inch cookie cutter, please bring those as well. 

Everyone is invited to participate in baking, but RSVP are needed to 
office@templecav.org or (260) 744-4245 no later than Tuesday, March 12 so that 
adequate supplies will be available. If you have any questions, please contact 
coordinators Mimi Zelman (mimiz21@msn.com) and  
Bonnie Pomerantz (bonniepom@gmail.com).  
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https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://www.wuschinese.com/
https://www.tequilafw.com/
https://www.tequilafw.com/
https://mcusercontent.com/0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef/files/39677ed8-9f09-a8c0-e300-c7b019deae7c/ROMEO_LUNCH_LIST_2023_2024_12Jun2023.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary/search/text/Purim?sort=date
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary/search/text/Purim?sort=date
https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/253/2022/01/Purim-One-Sheet.pdf
https://templecav.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/253/2022/01/Purim-One-Sheet.pdf
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
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Deep in the pages of the Mishnah, the first compilation of 
Jewish oral tradition, lies a precious treasure in a rather 
unexpected place. The volume Middot discusses the 
measures of the Second Temple, but in the second chapter it 
is written: 

 

ñAll who entered the Temple Mount entered by the right, 
circled to the right and exited by the left, except for one to 
whom something had happened, who entered and circled to 
the left. The person was asked: óWhy do you circle to the left?ô 
They replied: óI am a mourner,ô and they were blessed: óMay 
the One who dwells in this house comfort you. If they replied: 
óBecause I have been ostracized,ô they blessed: óMay the One 
who dwells in this house inspire them to draw you near again,ô 
according to Rabbi Meir. But Rabbi Yose challenged him: óyou 
make it seem as if the community treated him unjustly. Rather 
they should bless, óMay the One who dwells in this house 
inspire you to hear the words of your community so that they 
may bring you close again.ôò 

Outside the entrance to the holiest 
space in the Jewish world, a sort of 
circle dance took place that brought the 
spiritually wounded bereaved and 
those who transgressed face to face 
with each member of the community, 
each of whom offered a blessing. 

In her new book, The Amen Effect: 
Ancient Wisdom to Mend Our Broken 
Hearts and the World, Rabbi Sharon 
Brous, founder of the radically 
innovative Los Angeles congregation 
IKAR, uses this text from Mishnah to 

ground her teaching. ñTwo thousand years ago, the Rabbis 
constructed a system of ritual engagement built on a profound 
psychological insight: when youôre sufferingéyou show up. 
You root your suffering in a context of care.ò 

This is the foundation of what 
Brous calls the amen effect: ñThe 
very human longing for 
connection ï in our most intimate 
relationships, in community, with 
strangers, perhaps with Godé
The amen effect is an argument 
for the sacred and life-changing 
power of true heartfelt encounter.ò 

In 189 pages of concise, beautiful 
prose, Brous skillfully weaves 
together personal anecdotes, theological insights, and social 
commentary to paint a compelling picture of the amen effect ï 
the ripple effect of actions that transcend individual boundaries 
and touch lives in unexpected ways. 

Through stories of reconciliation, forgiveness, and social 
activism, she demonstrates how personal presence can be a 
powerful tool for addressing societal injustices and promoting 
human dignity. While the context is decidedly spiritual, the 
book is also a call to action: our presence and our connection 
to one another are essential to living in Jewish community ð 
or anywhere. 
 

The Amen Effect is a beautiful and exciting prescription for the 
disconnection so many are experiencing in a post-pandemic 
society that is politically and culturally fraught. I commend this 
uplifting book of practical wisdom, presented in the voice of 
one of Americaôs most prominent Jewish spiritual leaders.  

 

Rabbi Meir 

 

Israel lost over 1,200 people on October 7, when thousands 
of Hamas terrorists burst through the Gaza border, 
launching a war which has dragged on for months ð 
leading to tens of thousands of deaths and leaving both 
Israelis and Palestinians wondering what's next. 

Please join us on Sunday, March 17 at 3 p.m. on Zoom to 
hear from Sam Sokol, political correspondent from The 
Times of Israel, who has been covering Israelôs war against 
Hamas, both on the ground in the south and in the halls of 
the Knesset. 

He has reported from Israel for the past 15 years and 
previously served as a correspondent for Haaretz, the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency, and The Jerusalem Post. 
Sokol also is the author of Putinôs Hybrid War and the Jews, 
a book about Russiaôs weaponization of antisemitism and 
the destruction of eastern Ukraineôs Jewish communities.  

The program is sponsored by Congregation Achduth 
Vesholom and the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne with 
support from the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation.  
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https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Middot.2.2?lang=bi&with=About&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Middot.2.2?lang=bi&with=About&lang2=en
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0593543319?ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_BJMQFXQEY477TF769RPY
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0593543319?ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_BJMQFXQEY477TF769RPY
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0593543319?ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_BJMQFXQEY477TF769RPY
https://www.timesofisrael.com/writers/sam-sokol/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jewishbookcouncil.org%2Fbook%2Fputins-hybrid-war-and-the-jews-antisemitism-propaganda-and-the-displacement-of-ukrainian-jewry&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cbe033155d1454eb283bd08dc289ff13d%7C84df9e7fe9f
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tabletmag.com%2Fsections%2Farts-letters%2Farticles%2Fputins-war&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cbe033155d1454eb283bd08dc289ff13d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638429914641578151%7CUnknown%7
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
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Our Temple Book Club will meet on Tuesday, March 12 at 7 p.m. on Zoom to discuss  
The Latecomer: A Novel by Jean Hanff Korelitz, followed by a conversation with the author. 

Named one of the best books of 2022 by NPR, as well as by the New Yorker and others, the novel  
follows the story of triplets born to a wealthy, Jewish family in New York, the Oppenheimers. The book 
examines the relationship of the siblings when their parents decide to have a fourth child. 

The Zoom link for our discussion will be included in the Templeôs weekly email. 
The book is available in the Temple library. 
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The 2024 Sydney Taylor Book Award Winners winners were  
announced recently, and all the titles are now available for 
checkout in your Rabbi Richard B. Safran Library. The award 
recognizes books for children and teens with Jewish content. 

In the picture book category,  
Two New Years by Richard Ho, is 
the gold medal winner. This  
Rosh Hashanah book introduces 
the celebration of both the Jewish 
and the Lunar New Year. Silver 
medalists in the picture book  
category include Afikomen by  
Tziporah Cohen,  
Hanukkah Upside Down by  
Elissa Brent Weissman, and  
Elisa Boxerôs Hidden Hope: How a 

Toy and a Hero Saved Lives During the Holocaust. This last 
title tells the story of a Jewish girl in the French Resistance. 
Susan Tarcovôs The Rabbi and His Donkey, and  
Zhen Yu and the Snake, by Erica Lyons, were named  
Notable Picture Books. 

The winner in the Middle Grade category is Mari Loweôs  
The Dubious Pranks of Shaindy Goodman. Set in an all-girls  
Orthodox Jewish middle school, the story follows Shaindy as 
she manages her relationships with her peers. Silver Medal-
ists in this category include Donôt Want to Be Your Monster 

by Deke Moutlon, The Jake Show by 
Joshua S. Levy, Not So Shy by  
Noa Nimrodi, and Susan Lynn Meyerôs A 
Sky Full of Song.  The Witch of Woodland 
by Laurel Snyder was named the Notable 
Middle Grade Book. 

Finally, in the Young Adult Category, the 
gold medal is The Blood Years by  
Elana K. Arnold. The novel was inspired 
by the authorôs grandmotherôs experience 
in Romania during the Holocaust, when 
her town was invaded by both Russian 
and German armies.  Silver medalists in 
the Young Adult category include Neal  
Shustermanôs graphic novel, Courage to 
Dream: Tales of Hope in the Holocaust, 
Going Bicoastal by Dahlia Adler,  
Impossible Escape: A True Story of  
Survival and Heroism in Nazi Europe by 
Steve Sheinkin of Rabbi Harvey fame, 
and Wrath Becomes Her by  
Aden Polydoros.  

We hope you will take advantage of our library collection to 
check out these new titles.  Self-checkout it available  
whenever the building is open.  Let us know which ones  
you liked best!  

Through the end of the school year, Thoughtful Thursdays plans to include some special items, such as fresh fruit, in the 
bags that we send home each month with the Brightpoint Head Start Children who attend class at the Temple. 

These extras are made possible through the continued generosity of the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation and members of our 
Jewish community. A warm thank you to Suzi Stone for her extremely generous donation recently. 

 

We will be sending home bags in March that include  
ingredients for a chicken noodle casserole that is popular 
among our Thoughtful Thursdays families. One mother told 
us it has become her familyôs favorite! 

 

Thoughtful Thursdays is a project of Congregation Achduth 
Vesholom and the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne, with  
support from the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation. If you are  
interested in volunteering for Thoughtful Thursdays, please  
contact me at sartrotter@gmail.com. Our next bag assembly 
date is Wednesday, March 6 at 10 a.m. at the Temple. 

Remember, hunger doesnôt stop just because  
there is inflation!  

 

Sally Trotter, Thoughtful Thursdays chair  
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https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-latecomer
https://jewishlibraries.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024-One-Page-Winner-List.pdf
https://templecav.org/library/
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
mailto:sartrotter@gmail.com
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As we move through the month of Adar, 
which occurs twice on the Hebrew 
calendar because itôs a leap year, our 
activities will focus on increasing our joy! 

The Talmud (Taôanit 29) says, ñWhen 
Adar enters, increase in joy.ò 
Interestingly, I thought that this 

instruction would be found in Megillat Esther because Iôve 
always heard it associated with Purim. As it turns out, it 
actually comes from a section about fast days associated 
with Tisha Bôav, where we are also told, ñWhen the month of 
Av enters, decrease in joy.ò So, one takeaway could be that 
we are expected to maintain a stable baseline level of joy all 
year long, with an increase in Adar and a decrease in 
Av.  Challenge accepted! 

When was the last time you connected with your joy? Itôs 
gloomy and gray and the middle of a workday right now as 
Iôm writing this, so I know for me it feels like itôs been a 
minute. I took to the internet to look up ñhow to find joyò (I 
can only imagine what the algorithm is going to do with that 
now), and I found a few questions to ponder that I think 
could make for an interesting family discussion: 

¶ When do you feel most connected to the world  
around you? 

¶ What is something you miss doing that you could find a 
way to experience in a new way? 

¶ What types of people make you feel valued? 

¶ What is outside your comfort zone, but would feel great 
to accomplish or experience? 

¶ What is something unique or goofy about yourself that 
sets you apart and makes you special? 

Hopefully you enJOY learning something new about each 
other and end up with some takeaways for how to increase 
your joy this month. 

We have a busy month together for Religious School, with 
Sunday values sessions on March 3 and March 17. Our  
JOY Vey group will meet on Friday, March 8. Our youngest 
students will also JOYn in the fun of hamentashen baking on 
Sunday, March 17. And we will have our congregational 
Purim spiel and carnival on Sunday, March 24.  Looking 
forward to a very festive and JOYful month! 

Leise Rosman, Religious School Committee chair  
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Our monthly Joy Vey group of families with young  
children gathered on February 9 at the Temple, led by 
Wendy Soltz with music by Evan Sexton. We learned 
about the Torah portion by playing  
interactive games. The kids danced and had a  
great time. 

We recited the blessings and enjoyed challah before 
many families joined the fun at Souper Bowl Shabbat. 
Thanks to all who contributed to a lovely evening. 

Religious School students learned about the mitzvah of wel-
coming guests (hachnasat orchim) and how to help people 
feel honored, relaxed, and at home. They made bookmarks 
for our siddurim to wish Temple guests a "Shabbat Shalom!"  

Please join us on Friday, March 8 at 
5:30 p.m. for Joy Vey! A  
Kid-ish Shabbat for a playful and 
silly, yet peaceful start to Shabbat for 
the whole family! 

Weôll light candles, pray, sing songs, 
move and groove, and even practice 
mindfulness. We also embrace the tradition of blessing 
children as we make a joyful place for Shabbat in our 
lives and hearts... together. Meet us in the Madge 
Rothschild Resource Center on the second Friday 
night of each month. Folks are encouraged to stick 
around to enjoy a glass of wine/juice, challah, and  
dinner afterwards!  
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The Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society is excited to 
welcome Dr. Wendy Soltz and Greg Merrell to the  
ACPL Genealogy Center on Sunday, April 14 at 2 p.m. for an 
afternoon of local history in conjunction with Congregation 
Achduth Vesholomôs 175th Anniversary celebration. 

¶ 2 p.m. ï Indiana Synagogue  
Mapping Project - Dr. Wendy Soltz 
will go over the digital map and its 
functionality and will demonstrate 
what information one can glean from 
data visualization platforms as she 
has help to preserve and document 
the synagogues across the  
state of Indiana. 

¶ 3:30 p.m. ï Ligonier Restoration ï 
Greg Merrell will relate how he and 
his wife Stacey have purchased the 
former synagogue, Ahavath Shalom, 
from Indiana Landmarks in an effort 
to convert a historic property 
into a home. 

Wendy Soltz, a Temple member, is an Assistant Professor of 
History and Director of the Public History Program at Ball 
State University. She regularly works with the public and non-
profits to curate exhibitions, organize collections, and assist in 
historical programming. Wendy conceived of the Indiana Syn-
agogue Mapping Project in 2018 while she was the Executive 

Director of the Indiana Jewish Historical Society. Over the 
course of five years and a grant from the National Parks Ser-
vice, Wendy has made 45 survey stops and has conducted 
archival research to reveal and document 66 purpose-built 
synagogues across the State of Indiana from 1865-2015.  

Greg Merrell is an I.T. Director for an Illinois-based consulting 
firm. He and his wife, Stacey, had always wanted to live in non
-conventional housing. With roots in Indiana but requiring a 
quicker commute via the South Shore Line into Chicago, Greg 
and Stacey moved North. Thus began a two-year project to 
convert Ahavath Shalom Synagogue into a Home. 

This program is in-person at the Genealogy Center. If you are 
unable to attend, register to join us online.   

Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation, the Dr. Louis 
and Anne B. Schneider Foundation, the Lande Foundation, 
and the Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center for 
their continued support of 
NEIJGS programming.   

Please contact Pamela Friedman 
at vp@NEIndianaJGS.org for 
more information. 
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Mapping Project and Restoration of Former Synagogue in Ligonier  
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As our recent scholar-in-residence, Dr. Gary Zola, Executive 
Director Emeritus of the American Jewish Archives in  
Cincinnati, offered stimulating presentations, informal  
teaching moments, and opportunities to gain new  
perspectives on history and current events. 

On February 22, Dr. Zola led us on in an engaging text-study 
exploring ñGeorge Washington, Jews, and the Story of  
Religious Freedom in America.ò 

On February 23, Dr. Zola joined members of the Northeast 
Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society for a guided tour of the 
Lincoln Collection at the Rolland Center at the Allen County 
Public Library. Thanks to the Lincoln librarians and Curt  
Witcher, manager of The Genealogy Center and Director of 
Special Collections. 

Later, during our Shabbat service, Dr. Zola discussed ñôThe 
Future of The Past:ô The Meaning of our 175th Anniversary,ò 
reflecting on historical lessons from Achduth Vesholomôs  

remarkable longevity and durability. Listen to his sermon. 

Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation and our 175th 
Anniversary sponsors for their support.  

https://neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/
https://www.genealogy.acpl.lib.in.us/
https://www.genealogy.acpl.lib.in.us/
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.templecav.org/
https://synagogues.wendysoltz.com/
https://synagogues.wendysoltz.com/
https://wendysoltz.com/
https://www.indianalandmarks.org/2020/03/ligonier-temple-will-be-indy-couples-dream-home/
https://neindianajgs.org/upcoming-events/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTJCL83Mp5U
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After a 2 İ-month run of interesting, thought-provoking and 
educational art, history and commentary, the collaborative art 
exhibit between Congregation Achduth Vesholom and the 
Fort Wayne Museum of Art, called "Jewish History and Art 
Illuminated: 175 Years of Congregation Achduth Vesholom," 
came to a close on January 28, 2024. 

It began as an idea generated from the Temple's Art and 
Beautification Committee in celebration of the 175th anniver-
sary activities. It would incorporate art created by Jewish art-
ists who were a part of the Fort Wayne Museum of Art collec-
tion. as well as Judaica, art and artifacts from the Temple's 
collection. It would bring together themes within the art and 
tie those themes into 175 years of Jewish life and history that 
connects Achduth Vesholom, this community and our world. 

It was a tall order, but thanks to the knowledge and skill of Dr. 
Wendy Soltz and the all-in attitude of the Museum and Tem-
ple staff, it was a resounding success. The opening reception 
on November 19 and Wendy's popular and ñsell outò talk 
kicked off visits and tours of the exhibit which were received 
with great interest and appreciation. It also came at a time 
when the understanding of our Jewish community, its roots 
and its connections was much needed. It served as a true 
illumination in a time of darkness. 

Articles in the local newspaper, business journal, and arts 
magazine inspired additional visitors to see the exhibit.  

And most recently, it was nominated for an Arts United Award 
in the area of "Outstanding Artistic Endeavor" by the Fort 
Wayne Museum of Art. 

For those of us who helped generate the idea, played a part 
in the exhibitôs creation and execution, and experienced the 
result, it was a privilege. It has received so much positive 
feedback from the Museum staff, as well as from others who 
have seen the exhibit. 

Thank you, Art and Beautification Committee, Temple leader-
ship and community for your amazing interest, support and 
guidance. 

Sharon Eisbart and Wendy Soltz  

Co-Curators of "Jewish History and Art Illuminated: 175 
Years of Congregation Achduth Vesholom" 

From top left, clockwise: 
1. FMoA 175 Years Exhibit 

2. David Schonbrunn, ñRepresentation of 
Torah Ark Curtainò Acrylic on Canvas, 
c, 1960, Loan from CAV 

 

Rabbi Rachel Greengrass joined us via Zoom on January 30 for the second in our Legacy Rabbinic 
Scholars Series. Her program, ñThe Real Housewives of the Talmud,ò highlighted the presence of 
women in Judaismôs compendium of law and lore. These ñhousewivesò were wise, assertive and of-
ten had great influence over the sages in Talmud. The participants shared a few moments of laughter 
and amusement at some of the rather spicy excerpts. Rabbi Greengrass is an associate rabbi at 
Temple Beth Am in South Miami-Dade County. 

Rabbi Jen Gubitz taught us about Mussar on February 20 on Zoom about the 
foundations of Mussar, a Jewish tradition of self-improvement through spiritual 
reflection. It was a special treat to learn and to connect with many former  
congregants,  including Rabbi Gubitzô parents, Charlene and Jeff Gubitz. 

Our Legacy Rabbinic Scholars are ñchildren of CAVò who discovered a love of 
Judaism at Achduth Vesholom and later became rabbis. Rabbi Jonathan 
Greenberg also spoke in January. Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon  
Foundation for its support of the  series and our 175th Anniversary sponsors.  
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https://www.tbam.org/staff/rabbi-rachel-g-greengrass/
http://www.jengubitz.com/
https://gojmff.org/who-we-are/staff/jonathan-greenberg/
https://gojmff.org/who-we-are/staff/jonathan-greenberg/
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CAVôs got talent ï and our Beit Caf® Coffee House on February 3 provided the perfect showcase! The entertainment  
offered by our Temple family covered everything from a ñBubbieò telling jokes to a Mozart selection on French horn and  
piano, from the Spy Run String Band to vocals of Rôtze from Jewish liturgy and the Great American Songbook, from a  
poetry reading about ñThe Cremation of Sam McGeeò to song requests played by Maestro Robert Nance. 

Our hospitality crew shared CAV talent in a different format that featured an array of delicious coffees and decadent  
desserts, with tables decorated with candles and coffee beans. 

Thank you to Rabbi Meir, Maestro Nance, and the wonderful performers! Special thank you to Ashlee Bickley McCrory, 
mezzo-soprano with Heartland Sings, for sharing her amazing voice with us. 

Thank you to Beth Zweig, Fran Adler, Dawn Hammond, and Irene Walters for the delightful refreshments and to our  
Temple team of Samara Sheray, Cheri Buker, and Timmy Oberley for all their help. 

Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation and our 175th Anniversary sponsors for their support of the Beit Caf®. 
Thanks also to our 175th Anniversary Co-Chairs Kathy Sider and Beth Zweig.  


