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For In-depth               

News & Details 

ONLINE 

Templecav.org 

Please join us for an update on Israelôs civic response to the atrocities of October 7th and the war with 
Hamas from Rabbi Naamah Kelman, the most recent past dean of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religionôs Jerusalem campus, on Sunday, December 3 at 3 p.m. on Zoom. 

 
The program is sponsored by Congregation Achduth Vesholom and the 
Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne. The link will be provided in the weekly email 
to our Temple family. Others may contact the Temple at office@templecav.org 
for online access information. 
 
Rabbi Kelman is a descendent of 10 generations of rabbis, becoming the first 
woman to be ordained by HUC-JIR/Jerusalem in 1992.  
 
Born and raised in New York, she has lived in Israel since 1976, where she 

has worked in community organizing and Jewish education. Rabbi Kelman has been intensely 
involved in the emerging education system of the Israel Movement for Progressive (Reform) Judaism.  
Continued on page 15 
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Celebrate the Festival of Lights with our Temple family on Friday, 
December 8 amid the glow of dozens of hanukkiyot and the 
warmth of Jewish community. Please bring your hanukkiyah and 
candles to light for the second night of Hanukkah during a     
festive evening in the Social Hall for all ages. 
 
Join us for candle lighting and dinner at 6 p.m. hosted by the 
ROMEOs, including delicious latkes and applesauce, along with 
a signature cocktail created by Micah Soltz. Our Holiday Celebrations team has lots of fun activities 
planned ï dreidel and Hanukkah games, a photo booth, holiday music, and more.  
 
Then at 7:30 p.m., Rabbi Meir will lead a brief Hanukkah and Shabbat service marking the Macca-
beesô triumph over the Greeks and their rededication of the Temple. The service will not be 
livestreamed. 
 
Support our 175th Anniversary mitzvah project by bringing donations to include in hygiene totes for 
foster kids through a project with Fostering Hope for Children. Find more information and the      
shopping list 
 
Please RSVP for dinner by Monday, December 4 to office@templecav.org. The menu includes     
kosher beef hot dogs, veggie burgers, green salad, latkes, applesauce, and sufganiyot (jelly donuts). 
There is no charge for dinner, but monetary donations are appreciated.  
 
Thank you to Denny Reynolds and the Retired Old Men Eating Out for providing the meal and our 
Holiday Celebrations team, including Chair Stephanie Gottesman, Kate Crell, Celeste Sexton,     
Deborah Bauer, and James Holstein. What is Hannukah? 

KÀıÓÀúÀëˋ zĆúíÓÀĖíġĴˋ 

ÀĀÓ EĥĀÓĖÀíĚíĀç 
 

zÙÙ ēÀçÙ ʵʹ 
zÀġĥĖÓÀĴˋ 2ÙÎÙÿÌÙĖ ʵʺ 

Àġ ʻ ēːÿː Àġ ġëÙ ¢ÙÿēúÙ 

https://huc.edu/directory/rabbi-naamah-kelman-m-a-m-a-h-l/
http://www.templecav.org
http://www.fwjf.org
mailto:office@templecav.org
https://reformjudaism.org/tags/israel-movement-progressive-judaism
https://templecav.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/253/2023/05/Fostering-Hope-for-Children-Flyer-Final-.pdf
https://templecav.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/253/2023/05/Fostering-Hope-for-Children-Flyer-Final-.pdf
mailto:office@templecav.org
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/hanukkah
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GUCI-Style Shabbat 
Friday, December 1 
7:30 p.m. 
Guests: Senior Assistant 
Camp Director Jillian 
Hastings and song leader 
Raya Aberbach 
Oneg Shabbat: Nola & 
Matthew Katinsky 
 
Shabbat Service 
Saturday, December 2 
9:45 a.m. 
 
Hanukkah Dinner & 
Service 
Friday, December 8 
6 p.m. Dinner* 
7:30 p.m. Service 
Hosted by the ROMEOs 
*RSVP for dinner by 
Monday, December 4 
The service will not be 
livestreamed. 
 
Shabbat Service 
Saturday, December 9 
9:45 a.m. 
 
Shabbat Service 
Friday, December 15 
7:30 p.m. 
 
Shabbat Service 
Saturday, December 16 
9:45 a.m. 
 
No Shabbat Service 
Friday, December 22 
 
No Shabbat Service 
Saturday, December 23 
 
Champagne Shabbat 
Service 
Friday, December 29 
7:30 p.m. 

Shabbat Service 
Saturday, December 30 
9:45 a.m. 
 
Shabbat Service 
Friday, January 5 
7:30 p.m. 

 
Shabbat Service 
Saturday, January 6 
9:45 a.m. 
 
Shabbat Service 
Friday, January 12 
7:30 p.m. 

 
Shabbat Service 
Saturday, January 13 
9:45 a.m. 
 
Shabbat Service 
Friday, January 19 
7:30 p.m. 
 
Shabbat Service 
Saturday, January 20 
9:45 a.m. 
 
Shabbat Service 
Friday, January 26 
7:30 p.m. 
 
Shabbat Service 
Saturday, January 27 
9:45 a.m. 
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Please join us in person or via livestream for worship 
services. Beginning in January, Friday evening services 
will only be offered via YouTube. Saturday morning 
services will continue to be offered on Zoom and 
YouTube. 

Zoom links are in the weekly email to our Temple family. 
We warmly welcome guests. Please contact the Temple 
office for online access information on Zoom at         
(260) 744-4245 or office@templecav.org 
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Mitzvah Day 
Sunday, December 3 
10 a.m. 
Speaker: Kris Wise, MSW, 
LCSW 
Help assemble baskets for foster 
children as part of our 175th 
Mitzvah project. 
RSVP to Temple office. 
 
Inside Israel: Current Situation 
and Civic Response 
Sunday, December 3  
at 3 p.m. on Zoom 
Rabbi Naamah Kelman, Past 
Dean of Hebrew Union College 
in Jerusalem 
Sponsors: The Temple and 
Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne 
 
Kehilla Kedosha Support & 
Discussion Group on Israel 
Sunday, December 3 
4:30 p.m. on Zoom 
 
Thoughtful Thursdays  
Wednesday, December 6 
10 a.m. 
 
ñGoldaò The Movie 
Wednesday, December 6 
6 p.m. at Stillwater Hospice 
Peggy F. Murphy Grief Center 
Sponsor: Jewish Federation  
RSVP to office@fwjf.org 

 
Inside Israel at War:  
Cathy Maier 
Tuesday, December 12 
7 p.m. on Zoom 
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Confronting The Shoah 
Tuesday, January 9, 16, 23, & 
30, February 6 & 13 
7 p.m. at Stillwater Hospice 
Peggy F. Murphy Grief Center 
Sponsor: Jewish Federation of 
Fort Wayne 
 
Thoughtful Thursdays  
Wednesday, January 10 
10 a.m. 
 
Mitzvah Day 
Sunday, January 14 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
 
Congregational Meeting to 
Consider and Approve Bylaws 
Changes 
Wednesday, January 17 
7 p.m. in person and on Zoom 
 
175th Legacy Rabbinic 
Scholars: 
Rabbi Rachel Greengrass 
Tuesday, January 30 
7 p.m. on Zoom 
 

Lunch with the ROMEOs 
Join the Retired Old Men Eating 
Out for lunch at noon: 

 
Thursday, December 7 

Club Room at The Clyde 

1806 Bluffton Rd. 

 

Thursday, December 21 

Joanna's Family Restaurant 

10368 Leo Rd. 

Thursday, January 4 

Mad Anthony Brewing Company 

1109 Taylor Ave. 

Thursday, January 18 

China Palace Restaurant 

5810 Bluffton Rd. 

For more information, please 
contact Denny Reynolds at den-
nisreynolds@me.com. 
 
Find the lunch schedule 
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WíĀÓúÙ ġëÙ ʵĚġ ÎÀĀÓúÙ ĆĀ

¢ëĥĖĚÓÀĴˋ 2ÙÎÙÿÌÙĖ ʻ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
https://huc.edu/directory/rabbi-naamah-kelman-m-a-m-a-h-l/
https://stillwater-hospice.org/contact-us/
https://stillwater-hospice.org/contact-us/
mailto:office@fwjf.org
https://stillwater-hospice.org/contact-us/
https://stillwater-hospice.org/contact-us/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://www.clydeclubroom.com/
https://www.facebook.com/joannasfw/
https://www.madbrew.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/China-Palace/217171648303739?paipv=0&eav=AfYqByyImVRt0ITMYukknuaYYu5eRAqS40Vzqz5MhEbO8vcHMS0dkYd2ObkPnWeR-W0&_rdr
https://mcusercontent.com/0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef/files/39677ed8-9f09-a8c0-e300-c7b019deae7c/ROMEO_LUNCH_LIST_2023_2024_12Jun2023.pdf


 

vÀÌÌí _ÙíĖ +ÀĖçÙĖĆĀˊ 2 vW`8zzˋ ¢K8` ZMGK¢ 

As I write my column for this issue of the Bulletin, I am 
staggered by the darkness that surrounds us. We have seen a 
previously unimaginable attack by Hamas on Jews and others 
living in the Gaza Envelope of Israel, and a subsequent war 
between Israel and Hamas. We have seen the intimidation 
and violence directed against Jews and Arabs (both Muslim 
and Christian) in America and elsewhere. 
 
These forms of oppression have different names: 
antisemitism, anti-Arab hate and Islamophobia. But the root 
causes are the same: fear and hatred. The post-October 7th 
world has been dark indeed. In many recent moments, I have 
succumbed to the despair that naturally accompanies this 
situation. And I know that many of you have as well.  
 
During this dark period, there have been a number of times 
when light found its way through the darkness. Here are just a 
few: 
 

¶ Phone calls and emails I have received from Christian and 
non-Christian clergy, expressing empathy for the pain 
experienced by the Jewish people in Israel and 
everywhere.  

 

¶ The 175th Anniversary Celebration weekend, which gave 
us the opportunity to welcome hundreds of community 
members to our campus to pray or simply get to know us 
better. I spoke with many of our guests and heard over 
and over again how happy they were to be invited, and 
how much they support us during this dark time. 

 

¶ The Interfaith Thanksgiving service, when people from all 
over Fort Wayne came together in gratitude for the 
relationships we all have with each other. At one point, 
each person present was invited to light a candle in order 
to share the blessings. The sanctuary aisles were soon 
filled with dozens of people waiting to share their light. It 

was a beautiful moment as the candle glow 
filled the sanctuary. 
 
Torah teaches us that darkness comes 
before light: ñThe earth was unformed and 
void, and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep; and the spirit of God hovered over the 
face of the waters. And God said: óLet there be light.ô And 
there was light.ò (Gen 1:2-3) Creation came out of an eternal 
darkness and it was from this darkness that the first light 
shone into the world.  
 
The weight of the darkness that we are experiencing now can 
feel like an eternity. We donôt know when ï or even if ï the 
darkness will lift. But our history tells us that it almost certainly 
will. Until then we have our community, we have each other. 
We can share our light, even as our hearts are cracking open, 
and our tears flow. While so painful, our cracked open hearts 
represent an opportunity. In his 1992 song, ñAnthem,ò the 
great Leonard Cohen zòl taught us, ñThereôs a crack in 
everythingéthatôs how the light gets in.ò  
 
When we light our Hanukkah candles this year, we will 
remember the great miracle that happened in the Temple. May 
we also see the great miracles we experience in our 
relationships with one another, together as a Jewish people. 
 

 

о 
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Celebrate Shabbat with 
us as we approach the 
start of 2024! Share 
Sabbath worship on 
Friday, December 29 at 
7:30 p.m., led by Rabbi 
Meir.  
 
Join us in person or via livestream. Kiddush follows 
the service, as well as a champagne toast. We look 
forward to seeing you! Happy New Year! 
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Brighten up a winter evening with warm 
thoughts of Goldman Union Camp Institute 
on Friday, December 1 at 7:30 p.m. during 
our GUCI-style Shabbat service at the 
Temple.  
 

Rabbi Meir Bargeron will lead the service with Senior Assistant 
Camp Director Jillian Hastings and song leader Raya Aberbach, who 
will share stories and music from our regional Union for Reform 
Judaism camp in Zionsville. 
 
Please join us in person or on Zoom or YouTube. An Oneg Shabbat 
follows hosted by Nola & Matthew Katinsky.  
 
Jillian is the senior assistant director at GUCI and is approaching five 
years in this role. Before returning to her first true love (Jewish 
summer camp), Jillian graduated from DePaul University in 2014 
with a dual degree in public relations/advertising and 
communications. Following graduation, Jillian worked in Chicago at 
Edelman, a world-renowned communications marketing firm. 
 
She began her camp career at the age of 10 as a camper for seven 
years, before serving four years on the summer staff team. In 2019, 
she parlayed her professional skills into a role that would let her 
provide unforgettable summers to the next generation 
of GUCI campers and staff. 
Find out more about camp and camperships on page 16 

Happy New Year 

From the Temple 

Board and Staff 

Kindling lights during Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 

https://guci.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
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During these challenging times, many of us are looking for 
background and insight. There are several titles available in 
the Rabbi Richard B. Safran Library for those looking for a 
good book about Israel. This article will focus on adult titles. A 
one-sheet of picture books and more is available on our 
website.   
 
Israel: A Concise History of a Nation Reborn by Daniel Gordis 
has been recommended as a good place to start. A National 
Jewish Book Award winner, it was published in 2016, but is 
still relevant. From the New York Post, ñGordis is determined 
to do his best to provide some to 
those who donôt know as much about 
Israel as they think they know, or as 
much as they need to know.ò 
 
Ari Shavitôs My Promised Land: The 
Triumph and Tragedy of Israel is a 
National Jewish Book Award winner 
and was named one of the Best 
Books of the Year by the New York 
Times Book Review. Written by a well
-known Israel writer, it was published 
in 2013 and is considered an 
authoritative Israeli history. 
 
Matti Friedmanôs Pumpkin Flowers is 
written from the perspective of an Israeli war 
veteran. From the Wall Street Journal, it is ña book 
about young men transformed by war, written by a 
veteran whose dazzling literary gifts gripped my 
attention from the first page to the last.ò  
 
Also from 2013, Contested Land, Contested 
Memory: Israelôs Jews and Arabs and the Ghosts of 
Catastrophe by Jo Roberts was a finalist for the 
National Jewish Book Award.  It explores the 
complex histories of those involved in the conflict. 
 
A more recent finalist for the National Jewish Book 

Award, Yossi Klein Haleviôs Letters to My Palestinian 
Neighbor dates from 2019. Written as a series of letters, this 
Israeli author attempts to share both sides of the conflict. 
From the Forward, ñRefreshingly honest...In explaining Israel 
to the Palestinians, [Halevi] appeals to a certain ideal, a 
higher ambition, a sense of wonder and beauty.ò 
 
Some may be more interested in the fiction department, and 
there we have several newer titles that may be of interest. 
Brand new on the shelves is a collection of short stories by 
Omer Friedlander, The Man Who Sold Air in the Holy Land. 

Though most are not related to the 
current conflict, the stories reflect a 
variety of aspects of Israel. The 
collection was awarded the American 
Jewish Libraries Jewish Fiction 
Award. 
 
Apeirogon: A Novel, by Colum 
McCann, received the National 
Jewish Book Award in 2020.  It tells 
the story of an Israeli and a 
Palestinian. Martin Fletcherôs 
Promised Land: A Novel of Israel 
focuses more on history than the 
current conflict but may be of interest 
to those looking for background. 

 
In discussing our collection of books about 
Israel, we would be remiss if we didnôt mention 
three titles by our very own Steven Greenberg. 
Galerie, Moon Path, and Enfold Me: A Novel of 
Post-Israel, are all fiction titles, and are 
available in the Templeôs collection.   
 
This is only a small sampling of our collection of 
Israel-related titles.You can browse our full 
catalog, or stop by when youôre in the building!   
 

Our Temple Book Club will meet on Tuesday, March 12 at 7 p.m. on Zoom to discuss The Latecomer: 
A Novel by Jean Hanff Korelitz. The author will join our conversation at 7:30 p.m. 

Named one of the best books of 2022 by NPR, the New Yorker and others, the novel follows the story 
of triplets born to a wealthy, Jewish family in New York, the Oppenheimers. It follows the relationship 
of the siblings when their parents decide to have a fourth child.  

From Ron Charles of The Washington Post, "By the time weôre done with these siblings, their lives 
have been turned inside out, and all their stored-up junk and secret treasures have been sorted, 
culled and curated for this immensely enjoyable sojourn with a truly memorable family."     

The link will be included in the Templeôs weekly emails. Thanks to the arrangements of the Jewish 
Book Council for making possible the discussion with the author. The book is available in the Temple 
library. Please plan to join us! 
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-ĆĀçĖÙçÀġíĆĀÀú _ÙÙġíĀç 
ġĆ ÎĆĀĚíÓÙĖ ÀĀÓ ÀēēĖĆıÙ +ĴúÀĲĚ ÎëÀĀçÙĚ 

µÙÓĀÙĚÓÀĴˋ VÀĀĥÀĖĴ ʵʻ Àġ ʻ ēːÿː 

 
_ĆĖÙ íĀæĆĖÿÀġíĆĀ Ĳíúú ÌÙ ÎĆÿíĀç 

The Rabbi Richard B. Safran Library has 
plenty of Hanukkah titles for you to choose 
from ï definitely enough to last eight nights! 
Check out our One-Sheet of recommenda-
tions for all ages and our full catalog of   
Hanukkah titles.  

K ``¦W K v8zf¦v-8z 
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https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/253/2022/04/Israel-One-Sheet.pdf
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemplecav.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef%26id%3D475991e0ed%26e%3De667a458f9&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf82c5cbbba31448d2ae608dadea08da6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemplecav.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef%26id%3D15b482e402%26e%3De667a458f9&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf82c5cbbba31448d2ae608dadea08da6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaa
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemplecav.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0d12122e07055dd0e2689f4ef%26id%3D15b482e402%26e%3De667a458f9&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf82c5cbbba31448d2ae608dadea08da6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaa


 р 
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Our youngest congregants have been busy learning about 
Havdalah, being of service to our community, and exploring 
ways they can incorporate prayer into their everyday lives.  

In October, our school-aged youth explored Shabbat and 
Havdalah themes, which included braiding their own candles 
and making their own fragrant besamim (Havdalah spices) 
satchels to celebrate Havdalah.  

In November, we made 
Thanksgiving cards for 
Thoughtful Thursdays 
to give to Brightpoint 
students. We also 
made our own 
personalized tzedakah 
boxes for students to 
fill at home and bring 
back in December with 
donations for our 
congregationôs 175th 
Anniversary social 
action project. The 
money will be used to 
purchase supplies for 
foster children in our 
community. Weôre 
excited for each of our 

students to be part of this project.   

Building on that theme, families of all ages are encouraged to 
participate in our congregational Mitzvah Day on Sunday, 
December 3 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., where we'll learn 
more about foster children in our community from Kris Wise, a 
licensed therapist who has worked with foster children, and 
also assemble totes with toiletries, a blanket and stuffed 
animal to donate to Fostering Hope for Children. A second 
Mitzvah Day is scheduled for Sunday, January 14 ï please 

mark your calendar and join us!  

All of our KESHER and Joy Vey families are 
invited to celebrate the Festival of Lights with 
our Temple family at 6 p.m. on Friday, 
December 8. Please bring your hanukkiyah and candles to 
light for the second night of Hanukkah during a festive evening 
in the Social Hall for all ages. (RSVPs are needed by 
December 4 ï see page 1 

We will have Sunday values programming on December 17 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. for our Mitzvah (elementary school-age) 
and Bônai Mitzvah Club students (pre-BM age), with our 
lessons focusing on how we can incorporate Jewish prayers 
into our daily lives. Our Middot students will not meet this day.  

All Hebrew students will still have class online the week of 
December 18 before our Winter Break begins December 22. 
Weôll resume Hebrew classes online on January 8. During 
Sunday values programming on January 21 from 10 to 11:30 
a.m., our youngest students will explore themes related to the 
story of Jonah and the whale, our Bônai Mitzvah Club will 
participate in a family session with their parents, and our 
oldest students in session with our Advot Project partners.  

As youôre thinking about gift giving this month, I encourage 
you to think about giving the gift of Jewish summer camp!  
Registration is open now for summer 2024 at GUCI, our very 
own Union for Reform Judaism sleep-away camp in Zionsville, 
for children entering 3rd through 12th grade. (See page 16)  

Please reach out to Brian Rosman, our CAV Campership 
Chair, to hear about the difference camp can make in a childôs 
life this summer.  

Wishing you all a safe and warm break and looking forward to 
seeing you all again in the new year!  

 Leise Rosman, Religious School Committee Chair 
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Making besamim satchels for Havdalah 

Families with young children shared in a fun congregational pizza party 

and a song session with Orin Reynolds and Havdalah with Rabbi Meir in 

November for the Templeôs 175th anniversary. This month, our Joy Vey 

families are invited for a Hanukkah dinner and service on Friday, Decem-

ber 8 at 6 p.m. in the Social Hall. (Find  dinner and RSVP information on 

page 1.) 

 

And in January, ñJoy Vey! A Kid-ish Shabbatò returns for its regular    

Shabbat service on Friday, January 12 at 5:30 p.m. at the Temple. 

 

We invite you to gather 'round your little ones for a playful and silly, yet 

peaceful start to Shabbat for the whole family! Join us as we light can-

dles, pray, sing songs, move and groove, and even practice mindfulness. 

We also embrace the tradition of blessing children as we make a joyful place for Shabbat in our lives and hearts... togeth-

er. Meet us in the Madge Rothschild Resource Center with Rabbi Meir. 

 

We meet on the second Friday night of each month and folks are encouraged to stick around to enjoy a glass of wine/juice and 
a bite of challah afterwards!  

Havdalah after 175th celebration song session 

https://guci.org/
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The Templeôs 175th Anniversary weekend in November     
combined history, culture, and tradition, bringing together 
members of the Jewish community and greater Fort Wayne 
area to celebrate Indianaôs oldest Jewish congregation. 
 
Three days of memorable and well-attended festivities began 
November 10 with a special Shabbat evening service, led by 
Rabbi Meir Bargeron that included a keynote address by   
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the Union for Reform Juda-
ism, music by Orin Reynolds, and presentation of a Torah 
scroll to Goldman Union Camp Institute in honor of our 175th 
and long association with GUCI. A festive Oneg Shabbat    
followed. 
 
The celebration continued on Saturday, November 11 with 
Shabbat morning services, led by Ron Friedman with Rabbi 
Meir, followed by a Kiddush luncheon.  
 
On Saturday evening, 100 adults and children gathered for a 
family-friendly pizza dinner and a spirited song session with 
Havdalah, led by Orin Reynolds. 
 
On Sunday, November 12, with a third day of gorgeous  
weather, some 400 people attended an afternoon open house, 

with some people lining up 
45 minutes early to secure 
seats on two trolleys with 
docents for a new Jewish 
Heritage Tour of Fort 
Wayne. Others spent time 
learning about the Temple 
and Judaism, enjoying a 
nosh and a string quartet 
from the Fort Wayne Phil- 

harmonic, and more through activities throughout the building. 
 
Also in a collaboration for our anniversary, the Fort Wayne 
Museum of Art opened a new exhibit on Saturday, November 
11 called ñIlluminating Jewish History and Art: 175 Years of 
Congregation Achduth Vesholom.ò It will continue through  
January 28, 2024.  
 
Under the leadership of 175th 
Anniversary Committee Co-
Chairs Kathy Sider and Beth 
Zweig, a team of volunteers 
worked for months with Rabbi 
Meir and Executive Director  
Samara Sheray to prepare for 
the big celebration, along with 
other events earlier this year and 
continuing into early 2024.  
 
Thank you to our sponsors (page 10), committee chairs,     
volunteers and staff (page 12). 

 
Friday Evening Shabbat 
In his opening remarks, Rabbi Meir Bargeron told the nearly 
100 members and guests attending in person with many    
others via livestream about the importance of this special   
moment together marking the longevity of our congregation. At 
the same time, he noted that the date coincides with the 85th 
anniversary of Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass in    
Germany, a series of pogroms that began the visible oppres-
sion of the Jewish people by the Nazis. Watch the service 
 

Rabbi Meir also acknowledged the more recent horrific      
pogrom on October 7 in Israel that began the war against   
Hamas, as well as those who stood for our values and        
democracy all over the world as we marked Veterans Day. 
 
In acknowledging our long history, President Ronnie      
Greenberg announced that descendants of Frederic Nirdlinger, 
our first president in 1848, were spending part of the anniver-
sary weekend with us.  
 
A video during the service shared good wishes from several of 
our previous spiritual leaders ï Rabbi Sandford Kopnick,   
Rabbi Jonathan Katz, Rabbi Javier Cattapan, and Rabbi Paula 
Winnig ï and Rabbi Meir. Excerpts of an interview with Rabbi 
Emeritus Richard B. Safran zòl provided an especially touching 
moment.   
 
During his Dôvar Torah, Rabbi Jacobs weaved together the 
Templeôs ties to the beginning and evolution of the Reform 
Movement and touched on the current challenges of antisemi-
tism and the war in Israel that he called ña battle for Israelôs 
very existence.ò 
 
Rabbi Jacobs noted that our congregation in Fort Wayne     
pre-dates the Reform Movement in North America by 25 years.  
 
Intrigued with the name Achduth Vesholom and noting itôs the 
only congregation with that name among the 850 congrega-
tions in the URJ, Rabbi Jacobs said, ñThe name of your con-
gregation should be the name of our movement. It should be 
the name of the entire Jewish people. Achduth Vesholom ï 
unity and peace. That pretty much captures what weôre trying 
to do.ò 
Continued on page 7 
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Rabbi Rick Jacobs discussed the Reform Movement, Israel 
and antisemitism during his Dôvar Torah. 

Visitors look at the Jewish history timeline in the resource center. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCcR7yb-3Y8
https://urj.org/who-we-are/leadership-governance/rabbi-rick-jacobs
https://urj.org/
https://urj.org/
https://guci.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6NJ-gXEReBU&t=2933s
https://fwmoa.org/exhibition/jewish_history_175years/
https://fwmoa.org/exhibition/jewish_history_175years/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCcR7yb-3Y8
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The URJ celebrates its 150th year in December, and Rabbi 
Jacobs said that Achduth Vesholom has been with the URJ 
(then the Union of American Hebrew Congregations) from the 
beginning and ñhas a special place in our hearts.ò Achduth 
Vesholom is a charter member, joining in 1874. 
 
Rabbi Jacobs said that the Reform Movement is always adapt-
ing and changing, opening its tent wide to welcome people. 
This included the first LGBTQ congregation in 1974, the     
acceptance of interfaith marriage in the late 1970s, and recog-
nizing the importance of URJ camps and NFTY youth pro-
grams, along with the need to welcome Jews who may not 
look like us.  
 
ñHow are we going to open up our Movement to include all of 
us?ò Rabbi Jacobs said. ñJews of color, LGBTQ, conservative 
Jews, liberal Jews, all those hungry for the nourishment that 
our community provides. Thatôs who we are. Thatôs who we 
need to be.ò 

He said heôs excited about the gift of a Torah to GUCI, citing a 
study that said four out of five graduates of URJ camps and 
NFTY were very involved in Jewish life. He said that ñno other 
thing we do in Jewish life gives us the same  impact.ò 

Rabbi Jacobs noted that this moment is not like 1848 or 1873 
or 1920. While Jews have more rights and freedoms than ever 
before, he said the dramatic uptick in antisemitism is some-
thing that our ancestors thought weôd be long past. 

A few days before the 175th, Rabbi Jacobs returned from a 
trip to Israel where he met with government leaders, attended 
several shivas for those murdered, and prayed with families of 
those held hostage. He described praying with one family that 
their son was a captive. ñCan you imagine that you pray some-
one is a hostage?ò he said. It turned out the son had been 
murdered the same day as his father on October 7.  

He said Israelôs President Isaac Herzog told him ñRick, every-
body is going to be with us this week. The image of the 
slaughter is so vivid. Next week, the week after, that support 
for Israel is going to fade. We need, especially the liberal Jew-
ish community, to be a rock-solid community helping the world 
understand.ò 

Hamas, Rabbi Jacobs said, didnôt object to a policy of the  
government or the government itself. They object to the      
existence of the state of Israel. 

ñFriends, this is a battle for Israelôs very existence,ò Rabbi  
Jacobs said. ñYes, Israel has a strong military. But on the north 
is Hezbollah, on the south is Hamas. Yemen is another whole 
front, and then Iran. Israel is facing an existential threat, and 
we are not going to abandon them. I know that to be true.ò 

Another special moment during the service came when Rabbi 
Meir presented a Sefer Torah to GUCI Director Jeremy Klotz in 
honor of our 175th and long association with the camp, which is 

named for Myron J. 
Goldman zòl, a past 
president of 
Achduth Vesholom.  

Jeremy said GUCI 
looks forward to 
integrating the   
Torah into our 
camp community. 

         

ñOur mission at the URJ and camp is to create a connection to 
Judaism and Israel to ensure the vitality of the Jewish people 
down the line,ò      
Jeremy said. ñWeôll 
take a page from your 
book for enduring for 
175 years.ò 

Rabbi Meir invited all 
GUCI campers or any-
one with a connection 
to GUCI to share in a 
last hakafah for the 
Torah in our Sanctu-
ary. Ryan Tom, a  
former GUCI camper, 
carried the Torah for 
the procession. 

Following the service, 
a beautiful Oneg 
Shabbat provided a 
wonderful opportunity 
to share thoughts of 
the evening and  
Temple. Thank you to 
Hospitality Chairs 
Fran Adler and Jamie 
Berger and their team for an amazing job.  

Guests also enjoyed what Rabbi Meir called ñarchitectural 
challah,ò with numerals 175 made out of dough with the meno-
rah logo of the Temple. Thank you to challah bakers Jon Tam 
and Beth Zweig for their creativity. 

Continued on page 8 
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The gift of a Torah to GUCI was a special part of the service. 
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Nearly two dozen congregants and 
guests gathered for Shabbat morning 
services, led by Ron Friedman with 
Rabbi Meir. Watch the Shabbat 
morning service 

In his Dôvar Torah, Rabbi Meir talked 
about the Torah portion Parashat 
Chayei Sarah, reflecting on love and 
commitment. He said he was remind-
ed about another commitment ï one 
made by those who established our 
Jewish community in Fort Wayne. A 
small group of recently settled Jews in 1848 looking out for their collective 
communal interest established a chevra kedisha (burial society) and ceme-
tery, and then later a synagogue. 

ñBut Jewish commitment in Fort Wayne was never contained entirely within 
the walls of Congregation Achduth Vesholom,ò Rabbi Meir said. ñEveryone, 
then and now, understood how it is that we belong to each other as the Fort 
Wayne branch of the Jewish people. And commitment isnôt just an ideaéit is 
a verb. 
 
ñIn 2019, the congregation of Unity and Peace, and the Sons of Jacob, made 
commitments to each other. And on this occasion of our 175th anniversary, we are a congregation that is a large tent that is big 
enough to be a home for two traditions of Judaism. And we, each of us, benefits so greatly from our commitment to one anoth-
er.ò 
 
After the service, we shared a lovely Kiddush luncheon with lox and bagels, tuna salad, kugel, special challot and more. Thank 
you to Donna Tourkow and her team and our 175th Anniversary sponsors. 
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zÀġĥĖÓÀĴ _ĆĖĀíĀç zëÀÌÌÀġ 

zÀġĥĖÓÀĴ síĸĸÀ 2íĀĀÙĖˋ zĆĀç zÙĚĚíĆĀ ÀĀÓ KÀıÓÀúÀë 

We welcomed 100 congregants and friends of all ages for a family-friendly dinner 

on Saturday evening in the Social Hall. Over a delicious meal of pizza, salad and 

dessert, we shared social time with old and new friends.    

 
Among those attending were members of the Nirdlinger family, descendants of 

one of our founding families in 1848. Kristine Nirdlinger Singer, the great-great-

great-great niece of Frederic 

Nirdlinger, our first president, joined 

us with her parents, Ed & Mary Ann 

Nirdlinger, her husband, Eric Singer, 

and two of their children. Krissy said 

her oldest daughter is becoming a bat mitzvah in the coming year and, ñI wanted 

her to learn more about her Jewish heritage on my side of the family and our   

connection to Achduth Vesholom.ò 

Everyone moved into the Sanctuary after dinner for a lively song session with Orin 

Reynolds, a former head song leader at GUCI and now a Seattle-based Jewish 

musician. Orin grew up at Achduth Vesholom and is the son of Marcia & 

Denny Reynolds. 

 
He performed an interactive program of new and familiar contemporary 

Jewish music. The appreciative audience clapped, tapped their toes, and 

sang along frequently during the one-hour song session. The evening 

concluded with Havdalah, led by Orin and Rabbi Meir, with a gathering of 

kids and teens at the front of the Sanctuary.  

 
Thank you to Jamie & Jon Berger for sponsoring the dinner; Hospitality 
Chairs Fran Adler and Jamie Berger and their team; and 175th Sponsors.  
Continued on page 9 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6NJ-gXEReBU&t=2933s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6NJ-gXEReBU&t=2933s
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Print and broadcast media coverage leading up to our 
Community Open House on Sunday enabled us to share our 
invitation with the greater community to come learn more 
about the Temple and Jewish community. This included an 
interview hours before the event on WANE-TV. The result of 
the articles and television appearances: Some 400 people 
showed up during the event from 1 to 5 p.m. 

Of special interest was the launch of our Jewish Heritage 
Tour, developed with the historic preservation group ARCH 
and a team led by Kathy Sider. The two-hour tour by trolley 
was led by docents from ARCH and included neighborhoods, 
businesses, houses of worship, and more about the 
development of the Jewish community. We couldnôt 
accommodate everyone who was interested. A self-guided 
version will be available in the coming months. 

In addition to the general 
community, some of our 
out-of-town members and 
past congregants made a 
special visit to Fort 
Wayne for the tour, 
including some who 
shared reminiscences 
with others on the trolley. 

 

Docent Committee 
Co-Chairs Dawn 
Hammond and 
Mike Rush 
assembled a team 
of volunteers who 
were stationed 
throughout the 
building to share details and answer questions with visitors. 

Other volunteers in the Goldman Memorial Museum in the 
Madge Rothschild Resource Center shared details about the 
timeline of Jewish history in Northeast Indiana, holidays, the 
new display for our Holocaust Torah remnant, and other 
Judaica on display.  A new video chronicling the 175-year 
history with interviews of some of our rabbis also was shown. 

Many guests enjoyed a nosh in the Social 
Hall, a lovely array of Jewish favorites 
contributed by our members with table 
cards explaining more about the goodies 
and the holiday displays in the resource 
center to learn more. Hospitality Co-Chairs 
Fran Adler and Jamie Berger and their team 
provided goodies such as rugelach, 
Mandelbrot, hamentashen, macaroons, 
challah, black-and-white cookies, kugel, 

honey cake, apples and honey, and babka. 

Guests also experienced klezmer-inspired music performed 
by a string quartet from the Fort Wayne Philharmonic, 
including David Ling and Betsy Gephart, violins; Bruce 
Graham, viola; and David Rezits, cello. Betsy and David are 
Temple members. 
 
Some of our Campus Partners provided information to 
visitors, including the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne and 
the Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy Society.  

zĥĀÓÀĴ fēÙĀ KĆĥĚÙ 

Nancy Dicker - It was so heartwarming to docent and see 
so many people spending time exploring our Temple.     
Almost all the visitors I talked to said they were thrilled we 
had an open house for the community. Many said that they 
had driven by the Temple and wondered what the inside 
looked like. One gentleman asked me if he could return 
because he ran out of time and didnôt get to see everything.  
 
Everyone I gave a tour of the stained-glass windows to in 
the Sanctuary loved learning about the history of the Jewish    
people. One person asked me what we were planning for 
the 200th Anniversary! The whole weekend was special!   

Cheri Buker: I had the opportunity to speak with many visitors 
from the community as they came into the building. Everyone 
said versions of the same message: 

They were so happy to get to see the Temple and its histo-
ry. And they recognized and acknowledged that Judaism is 
the foundation of their beliefs and we are all one community. 

fÌĚÙĖıÀġíĆĀĚ æĖĆÿ 2ĆÎÙĀġĚ ÀĀÓ ²ĆúĥĀġÙÙĖĚːːː Ron Friedman - Everyone was exceptionally interested in 
the Torah scroll in the Chapel, which I laid on the table and 
opened. I think they were very intrigued by the lack of vowels 
and punctuation marks. They were also surprised when they 
were told that each Torah was written by hand meticulously. 
They also loved the Ark and its exquisite manufacture. 

Dan Zweig - Volunteering was fun, not work! My station in the courtyard near 
the new floating yahrzeit memorial didnôt draw every visitor, but those who did 
venture out into the fresh air were quite in awe of the display. And they were 
further interested to learn of our custom of remembering our loved ones on the 
anniversary of their death. 
 
From the oldest plaque in 1873 of Fredrick Nirdlinger to Dr. Don Alan Lee in 
2021, visitors learned of some secrets the memorial plates revealed. Using the 
camera tool in the Google Translate app, we could read in English the names of 
parents of the deceased which appear in Hebrew on the plaques. Many visitors 
remarked how helpful this could be when researching family histories. 

Charla Sheray - Greeting guests at our door 
was a great opportunity to have conversa-
tions with many. I found their comments   
generous and heartwarming as they         
expressed their support for our local commu-
nity and Israel.  

Some said they were ready to stand by us as 
a community and one asked where he and 
his wife could donate funds to support      
Israelé.The people loved the trolley         
experience. In my opinion the open house 
was a huge success and received well by our 
visitors. 
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Rabbi Meir Bargeron & Jon Tam 

Susan & Alan Cooperman 

Jane Martin Downey 

Pam & Ken Feldman 

Stephanie Gottesman & Jon Tod 
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John Planer & Janina Traxler 

Kay Safirstein 

Jaki & Eric Schreier 

Wendy & Micah Soltz 

John Stein 
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Jessica & Roger Ash 

Betsy & Geoff Gephart 

Doris Gottlieb 

Micki & Sherwin Kepes 

Enid & Stanley Rosenblatt 

Leise & Brian Rosman 

Cheryl Schorey 

Samara Sheray 

Vivian Skadron 

Mimi & Don Zelman 
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Rena & Don Black 

Ron Cousino 

Shara & Harry Cunningham 

Rev. Bill McGill 

Juan Suarez 

Aliza Tourkow 

Donna & Joshua Tourkow 

Wendi & Joshua Wallet 
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String Quartet; Artist-in-Residence Shira Kline; Jewish Heritage Tour; 

Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Dr. Gary Zola; Torah Maintenance; Beit Caf®; 

Rabbinic Scholars-in-Residence; and additional support of the 175th Cele-

bration: The Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation 

Musician-in-Residence Orin Reynolds: Hazemir Choir members Ron 

Cousino; Barbara & Alan Gilbert; Doris Gottlieb; Ronnie & Norm Greenberg; 

John Planer & Janina Traxler; Marcia & Denny Reynolds; and Jo Ellen & Mike 

Rush 

Artist-in-Residence Shira Kline:  Joy Vey Parents Stephanie Gottesman & 

John Tod; Amy & Sam Krouse; and Wendy & Micah Soltz  

Jewish Heritage Tour with ARCH: Al Zacher 

Fort Wayne Museum of Art Reception: Sharon & Ben Eisbart 

Holocaust Torah Maintenance: Purdue Fort Wayneôs Institute for Holocaust              

and Genocide Studies 

Torah Scribe Education Program: Carol & Larry Adelman 

Anniversary Weekend Saturday Dinner: Jamie & Jon Berger 

If you did not receive the Templeôs 

175th Anniversary commemorative 

booklet during the celebration, please 

contact the Temple office to pick up a 

copy. 

Thank you to Beth Zweig for compiling 

and writing Our Story; Fran Adler for 

her editing skills; Wendy Soltz for her 

historical knowledge; Amy Keller of 

Just Sue Graphic Design; and the    

Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation for its 

financial support.  



 

¢ëÀĀ÷ ĴĆĥ ġĆ ĆĥĖ ʵʻʹġë ĀĀíıÙĖĚÀĖĴ -ĆÿÿíġġÙÙˊCo-Chairs Kathy Sider and Beth Zweig,  

Fran Adler, Rabbi Meir Bargeron, Jamie Berger, Cheri Buker, Nancy Dicker, Janet Finkel, Stephanie Gottesman, Norm  

Greenberg, Ronnie Greenberg, Dawn Hammond, Marcia Reynolds, Cheryl Schorey, Samara Sheray, John Stein, Jon Tam, 

Donna Tourkow, Irene Walters, and Mimi Zelman 
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Orin Reynolds, Kathy Sider, Jeremy Klotz, Beth Zweig, Ronnie 

Greenberg, Rabbi Meir Bargeron, Rabbi Rick Jacobs, Jon Tam  

at the festive Oneg Shabbat following the 175th 

Shabbat evening service. 

Rabbi Jacobs and Rabbi Meir before Shabbat 

services. 

Ryan Tom leads a final Hakafah at the Temple 

for the Torah before its donation to GUCI. 

Family-Friendly Saturday evening 

celebration included pizza, song 

session and Havdalah. 


