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For In-depth               

News & Details 

ONLINE 

Templecav.org 

A new exhibit opening this month at the Fort Wayne Museum of Art takes 
visitors on a journey through seven different themes since the Templeôs 
founding. Called ñJewish History and Art Illuminated: 175 Years of 
Congregation Achduth Vesholom,ò the exhibit will run November 11, 2023 
through January 28, 2024.  
 
This exhibition was curated by Sharon Eisbart, Owner of Sharon Eisbart 
Corporate Art, and Dr. Wendy Soltz, Assistant Professor of Public History at 
Ball State University. Both are Temple members. The exhibit was made  
 
Continued on page 7 

Please join us for the Templeôs 175th Anniversary Weekend on November 10-12, with numerous 
opportunities to celebrate our milestone as Indianaôs oldest Jewish congregation. 
 
Highlights include welcoming Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of the Union for 
Reform Judaism, as our keynote speaker during our Shabbat evening 
service and a community open house on Sunday afternoon with the grand 
opening of our Goldman Memorial Museum and the launch of a new Jewish 
Heritage Tour with historic preservationists at ARCH.  
 
Under the leadership of 175th Anniversary Committee Co-Chairs Kathy Sider 
and Beth Zweig, a team of volunteers has been working for months with 
Rabbi Meir Bargeron and Executive Director Samara Sheray to prepare for 
the big celebration, along with other events into early 2024.  
 
A commemorative booklet will be distributed at Shabbat services that features the Templeôs history, as 
well as 175

th
 Anniversary sponsors and volunteer chairs.  

 

ñWeôre very excited to recognize the important history of Achduth Vesholom and the Jewish 
community in Northeast Indiana with these events,ò Beth said. ñOur longevity is a testament to the 
vibrancy of our congregation and commitment of our members, our leadership, and our rabbis over the 
years. We hope the mix of historical, cultural and religious activities will help us continue to build 
community ï both within and beyond our congregation.ò 
Continued on Page 6 
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https://templecav.org/
https://fwmoa.org/exhibition/jewish_history_175years/
https://fwmoa.org/exhibition/jewish_history_175years/
https://templecav.org/175th-anniversary/
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Shabbat Service 
Friday, November 3 
7:30 p.m. 
 
Shabbat Service 
Saturday, November 4 
9:45 a.m. 
 
175th Anniversary Shabbat Service 
Friday, November 10 
7:30 p.m. 
Led by: Rabbi Meir Bargeron 
Keynote Speaker: Rabbi Rick Jacobs, 
President, Union for Reform Judaism 
Musician: Orin Reynolds 
Torah presentation to: Jeremy Klotz, 
director, Goldman Union Camp Institute 
Oneg Shabbat follows 
 
175th Anniversary Shabbat Service 
Saturday, November 11 
9:45 a.m. 
Led by: Ron Friedman with Rabbi Meir 
Bargeron 
Kiddush luncheon follows* 
*Kindly RSVP by November 3 
 
Shabbat Service 
Friday, November 17 
7:30 p.m. 
 
Shabbat Service 
Saturday, November 18 
9:45 a.m. 
 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
Tuesday, November 21 
7 p.m. 
 
No Shabbat Service 
Friday, November 24 
 
No Shabbat Service 
Saturday, November 25 

Please join us in person or via livestream 
for worship services.  

Zoom links are in the weekly email to our 
Temple family.  

We warmly welcome guests.  

Please contact the Temple office for 
online access information on Zoom at             
(260) 744-4245 or office@templecav.org.  

Services also are available on YouTube.  
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Erev Shabbat Service and Reception 
Friday, November 10 
7:30 p.m., followed by an Oneg Shabbat  
 

Shabbat Morning Service and Kiddush Lunch 
Saturday, November 11 
9:45 a.m., followed by Kiddush Lunch. Kindly RSVP 
for lunch by Friday, November 3. 
 
Family-Friendly Evening: Pizza Dinner, Song Session and Havdalah 
Saturday, November 11 
 
Pizza Dinner at 5:30 p.m. Kindly RSVP by Friday, November 3 
Song Session and Havdalah with Orin Reynolds                                                       
6:30 p.m.                                                   

Community Open House 

Sunday, November 12  
1 to 5 p.m.                                    

¶ Jewish Heritage Tour with ARCH by trolley 

¶ Open house with docents stationed in the building 

¶ Grand opening of the Goldman Memorial Museum in 
the MRRC 

¶ String quartet from the Philharmonic with klezmer-inspired music 

¶ Refreshments, including Jewish favorites 

¶ Campus Partners 
 
Jewish History and Art Illuminated: 175 Years of Congregation Achduth 
Vesholom   
Saturday, November 11, 2023 through January 28, 2024  
at the Fort Wayne Museum of Art 

Reception and Program 
Sunday, November 19 at 2 p.m. at the Fort Wayne Museum of Art 
Speakers: Dr. Wendy Soltz, Assistant Professor of Public History at Ball State 
University, and Mike Brown, Executive Director of the Indiana Jewish Historical 
Society. RSVPs required to www.fwmoa.org by Monday, November 13. 

Kehilla Kedosha Israel                 
Support Group  
Sunday November 5 at   
4 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 
15 at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, November 28 at 
7 p.m. 
Sunday, December 3 at 4 
p.m. (All on Zoom) 
 
Thoughtful Thursdays 
Wednesday, November 8 
10 a.m. 
 
GUCI Camp Shabbat 
Friday, December 1 
7:30 p.m. 
Guests: Assistant Camp 
Director Jillian Hastings 
and Songleader Raya 
Aberbach 

Mitzvah Day 
Sunday, December 3 
10 a.m. 
Help assemble baskets 
for foster children  
 
First Night of Hanukkah 
Thursday, December 7 
 
Hanukkah Dinner      
and Service 
Friday, December 8 
6 p.m. Dinner* 
7:30 p.m. Service 
*RSVP by Monday,     
December 4 
 
Champagne Shabbat 
Friday, December 29 
7:30 p.m. 

f`GfM`G 8²8`¢z 
Lunch with the ROMEOs 

Join the Retired Old Men 
Eating Out for lunch at 
noon: 

Thursday, November 2 
Casa! Ristorante 
7545 W. Jefferson Blvd. 
 
Thursday, November 16 
Bangkok Bistro 
3009 E. State Blvd. 

Find the lunch schedule 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
https://fwmoa.org/event/lecture_achduthvesholom_2023/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://www.casarestaurants.com/content/casa-ristorante
https://www.bangkokbistrofineeatery.com/
https://templecav.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/253/2023/06/ROMEO-LUNCH-LIST-2023-2024-12Jun2023.pdf


 

vÀÌÌí _ÙíĖ +ÀĖçÙĖĆĀˊ Z8¢¢8v Evf_ v ++M _8Mv 

Dear Beloved Congregation of Unity and Peace, 

I tend to think of myself as a person with a lot to say. You 
might think that is part of the deal for rabbis. As a rabbi, I am a 
spiritual leader and a teacher, and also a manager, a sales 
person, a professional committee member, and even an 
occasional schlepper of stuff around the Temple. The tool I 
have, the means by which I do much of my work, is words. But 
since that horrible Shabbat morning on October 7, 2023, I 
have had a lump in my throat that wonôt go 
away. 

It is a lump that remains unmoved even 
when I lead prayer, or in those precious 
opportunities I have to pray on my own. It 
remains unmoved when I talk to some of 
you about routine Temple matters. It 
remained unmoved after I personally 
thanked dozens of volunteers and 
customers with whom I interacted on Deli 
Day. It remains unmoved when I shed tears 
of joy, as I and many others did last month 
when our Doris Gottlieb became bat 
mitzvah. And the lump remains unmoved 
when I shed tears of sadness and anguish 
at the incomprehensible atrocity that happened on that 
Shabbat morning in Israel. 

I wonder if any of you have had your own version of this 
experience. What can anyone possibly say after this atrocity?  
I know I have tried, and I know that many of us have tried; but 
for me the words I have managed to say about this tragic 
moment In Israel, this tragic moment for every Jew on the 
planet, are only a costume to disguise the primal scream that 
is dammed up behind that lump in my throat. For me, for so 
many of us, it is too soon, the pain is too acute, our emotions 
are too raw. 

In this time of pain, when our tender 
hearts are stretched open, almost to 
the breaking point, we share 
something that supports us and will 
carry us through this dark time. When 
the founders of our Jewish community 
came together 175 years ago to form 
the first synagogue in Indiana, they 
chose a name that, whether they 

considered it or not, provides 
essential guidance to us in this tragic moment: Achduth 
Vesholom. 

It is in our unity as a Jewish people that we have the 
strength that allows us to endure great difficulty and 
even tragedies. The answer to the question posed by 
Cain to God, ñAm I my brotherôs keeper?ò is 
unequivocally yes. Our unity ties us to one another in 
times of joy and times of tragedy. We keep one another. 
We hold each other up.  

By supporting one another in our own community with 
friendly hellos and hugs, and by asking each other how 
we are doing, the emotional rawness will heal and our 
primal screams will dissipate. And then we as a people 

can turn our attention to the long and difficult enterprise of first 
securing Israel, and then building an enduring Shalom to 
guarantee the safety and peace for Israel and for all of the 
people who live there. 

For now, we need to support each other and support Israel. 
Please read about the Temple and Jewish Federation of Fort 
Wayne's joint campaign to support Israel (page 8), and be 
generous. May the one who makes peace from high above 
bring peace to us, to Israel and to all who dwell on the earth. 

Rabbi Meir 
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Celebrate the Festival of Lights with 
our Temple family on Friday, 
December 8 amid the glow of dozens 
of hanukkiyot and the warmth of 
Jewish community. 
 
Please bring your hanukkiyah and 
candles to light for the second night 
of Hanukkah. 
 
Join us for dinner at 6 p.m. hosted by the ROMEOs, including 
delicious, crisp latkes, dreidels to spin, and games for the 
kids.  
 
Then at 7:30 p.m., Rabbi Meir will lead our Hanukkah service 
marking the Maccabeesô triumph over the Greeks and their 
rededication of the Temple. The service will also be 
livestreamed at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom and YouTube. 
 
Please RSVP for dinner by Monday, December 4 to the 
Temple office. The menu includes kosher beef hot dogs, 
veggie burgers, green salad, latkes, applesauce, and 
sufganiyot (jelly donuts). There is no charge for dinner, but 
monetary donations are appreciated.  
 
Thank you to Denny Reynolds and the Retired Old Men 
Eating Out for providing the meal. What is Hannukah? 
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Share an interfaith celebration of Thanksgiving on Tuesday, 
November 21 at 7 p.m. at Congregation Achduth Vesholom. 
 
The Temple is pleased for an 11th year to host Fort Wayneôs 
annual community interfaith service. Join us in person or via 
livestream on YouTube. 
 
Sponsoring congregations to date include: 
Congregation Achduth Vesholom, Beacon Heights Church of 
the Brethren, First Presbyterian Church, Imani Baptist Temple, 
Plymouth Congregational Church of Fort Wayne, St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church, Trinity Episcopal Church, Union 
Baptist Church, and the Bahaôi Community of Fort Wayne.  
 
Donations collected at the service will benefit Just Neighbors 
Interfaith Homeless Network.  
 
A reception will follow the service. Thank you to Dawn 
Hammond for chairing. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/hanukkah
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf98e16e004534fbeee1608dbc5a5ac15%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638321087577948546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
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Thanks to our recent ñASAPò shipment from Kar-Ben 
Publishing, we have 16 new titles ready to be checked out in 
the Rabbi Richard B. Safran Library. 

A few were fall holiday picture books. For Rosh Hashanah, we 
added Tzimmes for Tzipporah by Megan Hoyt. For Yom 
Kippur, David Sherrinôs original Big Bad Wolfôs Yom Kippur 
and Amy Novitôs Three Jumps to 
Sorry: A Yom Kippur Story joined 

our collection.  And for Sukkot, 
we received The Moving-Box 
Sukkah by Leah Berkowitz.   

For this yearôs Hanukkah 
celebrations, we received Alan 

Silberbergôs board book, Latkeôs 
First Hanukkah, which looks 
adorable. Other Hanukkah picture 
books include Hanukkah Upside 
Down, by Elissa Brent Weissman, 

set in New Zealand, Jo 
Gershmanôs A Wild, Wild Hanukkah, Elak Weberôs Mrs. 
Maccabeeôs Miracle, and Linda Elovitz Marshallôs The 
Mexican Dreidel.  

Two good-looking picture book biographies arrived in the box 
as well. Ruth First Never Backed Down, by Danielle Joseph, 
explores the efforts of Ruth First to highlight the horrors of 

apartheid in South Africa. Geri Kolesarôs Dream by Dream: 
The Story of Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise, seems particularly 

appropriate as we celebrate our congregationôs 175th 
anniversary. 

For our smallest readers, Nancy Churninôs new board book, 

Counting on Shabbat, joins our Shabbat collection. And for 
those interested in Yiddish, we have a fun new picture book 
by Leslie Kimmelman, A Book about Bubkes.  

Three more titles round out the 
set. Zhen Yu and the Snake, by 

Erica Lyons, takes place in 
ancient China, but is based on a 
Talmudic tale of Rabbi Akiva. The 
Promise, by Fawzia Gilani-
Williams, tells the story of two 

boys in a Moroccan village, one 
Jewish and one Muslim. When the 
Jewish family is forced to leave, 
the boyôs Muslim friend promises 
to care for his garden. Do¶a 

Gracia Saved Worlds, by Bonni 
Goldberg, tells the story of a woman of 16th-century Portugal 
who helped protect Jews during the Inquisition, ran her 
husbandôs international business after his death, and 
eventually lived in Turkey, helping build synagogues, schools, 
and hospitals.  

All these new titles and more await you in our own Temple 
library. Please take advantage of this resource and stop by 
next time youôre in the building. Find our full catalog  

Brighten up a winter evening with warm thoughts of Goldman 
Union Camp Institute on Friday, December 1 at 7:30 p.m.   
during our GUCI-style Shabbat service at the Temple.  
 
Rabbi Meir Bargeron will lead the service with Senior Assistant 
Camp Director Jillian Hastings and song leader Raya Aber-
bach, who will share stories and music from our regional Union 
for Reform Judaism camp in Zionsville. 
 
Please join us in person 
or on Zoom or YouTube. 
An Oneg Shabbat     
follows. 
 
For many years, GUCI 
has provided campers 
from Achduth Vesholom 
with a heightened sense 
of Jewish community and spirituality, along with new        
friendships. 
 
Registration is open for summer 2024 at GUCI for children 
entering 3rd through 12th grade. 
 
Please contact the Temple office at (260) 744-4245 or of-
fice@templecav.org for Campership information. Campership 
Chair Brian Rosman also can answer questions.  
 
Your child also may be eligible for a need-blind grant up of up 
to $1,000 this summer through the Foundation for Jewish 
Camp. 
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GennaRose Nethercott, author of Thistlefoot, joined us for 
a fascinating discussion on October 24 with the Temple 
Book Club.  
 
We learned about her approach to developing the story 
and characters, along with the literary style of magical  
realism vs fantasy. Thanks to Betsy Gephart for organizing 
and to the Jewish Book Council for its LiveChat program 
for book groups. 

https://templecav.org/library/
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
https://guci.org/
https://guci.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
https://guci.org/
https://jewishcamp.org/one-happy-camper/
https://jewishcamp.org/one-happy-camper/
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As always, our youth education programs are keeping 
our families busy with many opportunities for Jewish 
learning and community! 
 
We started off the month of Tishrei with a beautiful 
Sunday morning spent decorating the sukkah, playing 
fall games, and sharing Pizza in the Hut at the Temple. 
Rabbi Meir offered a Sukkot blessing before teaching 
us how to shake the lulav and etrog. (See Page 11 for 
photos) 
 
The following Sunday on October 8, we gathered for 
Simchat Torah and celebrated the Consecration of one 
of our youngest students, Teddy, who took his first steps on his 
formal Jewish education journey. 

 
We also welcomed our Religious School 
students back for Hebrew and Values classes 
in October. Our school-aged youth explored 
Shabbat and Havdalah themes, which 
included adding their own video to an 
interactive online map that shows how Jews 

around the world welcome Shabbat.      
 
Our youth will have the opportunity to celebrate Havdalah 
together on Saturday, November 11 when special 175th 
Anniversary musical guest Orin Reynolds leads a family-
friendly song session at 6:30 p.m. Join us beforehand for a 
pizza dinner at 5:30 p.m. (Kindly RSVP to 
office@templecav.org no later than Friday, November 3).  
 
The Jewish month of Cheshvan is also Jewish Social Action 
Month. All families are invited to join us for Service Sunday on 
November 19 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Temple in 

support of the Templeôs 175th 
Anniversary service project 
focused on foster children in 
our community.  

 
Looking ahead to Friday, December 1, weôre excited to have 
special guests from Goldman Union Camp Institute (GUCI) 
joining us for a songful Shabbat service at 7:30 p.m.  

 
We also are busy planning our family-friendly CAV Hanukkah 
Party on Sunday, December 8 at 6 p.m. at the Temple, with 
services to follow at 7:30 p.m.. We will celebrate yontif by 
spinning dreidels, lighting our hanukkiyot, and enjoying dinner 
and dessert as provided by the world-renowned 
ROMEOs!  We hope youôll bring your hanukkiyah and join in 
the festivities!  
 
As always, please reach out to me at educator@templecav.org 
any time with any questions you might have!   
 
Leise Rosman, Religious School Committee chair 

VĆĴ ²ÙĴˍM˨ġ íĚ ĚĆ çĆĆÓ ġĆːːːÎÙúÙÌĖÀġÙ ÌÙíĀç VÙĲíĚë ġĆçÙġëÙĖː ˩

Our Joy Vey families with young children gathered on October 13 
at the Temple to light Shabbat candles, sing, dance, and pray for 
Israel. Stephanie Gottesman led the music and Wendy Soltz 
shared a playful activity to teach the kids the story of creation. 

We said the blessings over the candles, grape juice, and home-
made challah rolls made by Wendy. A pizza dinner and sweet 
treats followed. 

As one parent shared, ñIt is so good to come together after such a 
dark week and just celebrate being Jewish together.ò 

mailto:office@templecav.org
mailto:educator@templecav.org
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Rabbi Meir noted that 
the Temple for 175 
years has been ñthe 
heart and soul of Jew-
ish life in this commu-
nity.  
 
ñGeneration after  
generation, we have 
continued to embrace our heritage, passing on 
the torch of knowledge and tradition, and    
forging connections that have stood the test of 
time,ò he said. ñFrom the religious school to the 
chuppah, from bônei mitzvah to solemn       
farewells, this Temple has been the backdrop 
for our most profound moments.ò 
 
Kathy Sider has been working on the Jewish 
Heritage Tour with ARCH and an advisory 
group of long-time Temple members and those 
familiar with local Jewish history.  
 
ñThose who take the tour will learn about the 
neighborhoods, houses of worship, merchants, 
community organizations, people and largest 
Jewish community,ò Kathy said.  
 
ñI am looking forward to sharing our culture, 
traditions and local history with the greater Fort 
Wayne and our own Jewish community. This 
history is new to a lot of us who did not grow up 
in Fort Wayne.ò  

-8Z8+v ¢8 f¦v ʵʻʹ¢K µ88W8`2 
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Friday, November 10 ð Shabbat Service and Oneg Shabbat 

7:30 p.m. - Shabbat service, led by Rabbi Meir with musician Orin 
Reynolds. The keynote speaker is URJ President Rabbi Rick    
Jacobs. A Torah will be presented to Jeremy Klotz, director of  
Goldman Union Camp Institute in Zionsville, in honor of our 175th 
and our long association with GUCI. A festive Oneg Shabbat will 
follow.  

Saturday, November 11ð Shabbat Torah Service and          
Kiddush Luncheon 

9:45 a.m. - Shabbat Torah service, led by Ron Friedman with a 
Dôvar Torah by Rabbi Meir.  

A Kiddush luncheon will follow. Kindly RSVP by Friday, November 
3 to office@templecav.org or (260) 744-4245. 

Saturday, November 11ð Family-Friendly 
Evening with Orin Reynolds 
Bring the whole family for a fun evening! 
 
5:30 p.m. - Pizza dinner. Kindly RSVP by     
Friday, November 3 to office@templecav.org or 
(260) 744-4245. 
 
6:30 p.m. - Song session with Orin Reynolds, 
followed by Havdalah. 

 

Sunday, November 12 ð Community Open House  

1 to 5 p.m.  

Take a docent-led Jewish Heritage Tour of Fort 
Wayne. Trolleys with docents from ARCH will leave 
the Temple at 1:30 p.m. and 2 p.m. Seating is limited 
and on a first-come, first-served basis. Ages 12 and 
up only. Tour is approximately 2 hours. A self-guided tour will be 
available later this year. 
 
Visit the Goldman Memorial Museum in the Madge Rothschild 
Resource Center for its grand opening. In addition to the time-
line of 200 years of local Jewish history, displays include Judaica 
and a new showcase for the Holocaust Torah remnant. 
 
Docents will be available throughout the building to answer 
questions. 
 
Experience klezmer-inspired music performed by a string quar-
tet from the Fort Wayne Philharmonic. The quartet features David 
Ling and Betsy Gephart, violins; Bruce Graham, viola; and David 
Rezits, cello. Betsy and David are Temple members. 
 
Enjoy a nosh that includes favorites for holidays and year-round. 
 
Learn from the Rifkin Campus partners about their involvement 
in the community 

µ8 ssv8-M ¢8 f¦v ʵʻʹġë
µ88W8`2 8²8`¢ zsf`zfvzˊ 

Donors to our 175th Season of Events 
 
The Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation for its   
support of many anniversary weekend events. 
 
Hazemir members for contributing to Orin 
Reynoldsô visit, including Ron Cousino,        
Barbara & Alan Gilbert, Doris Gottlieb,        
Ronnie & Norm Greenberg, John Planer &  
Janina Traxler,  Marcia & Denny Reynolds, and 
Jo Ellen &  Mike Rush.  
 
Al Zacher for contributing to the Jewish Herit-
age Tour. 
 
Jamie & Jon Berger for hosting the Saturday 
Dinner.  

¢K `W ·f¦ ¢f f¦v 
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Co-Chairs Kathy Sider and Beth Zweig  

 
Fran Adler, Rabbi Meir Bargeron, Jamie Berger, 
Nancy Dicker, Janet Finkel, Stephanie 
Gottesman, Norm Greenberg, Ronnie      
Greenberg, Dawn Hammond, Marie McFadden, 

Marcia Reynolds, Cheryl Schorey, Samara 
Sheray, John Stein, Jon Tam, Donna Tourkow, 
Irene Walters, and Mimi Zelman  

During our anniversary weekend, weôre looking forward to welcoming 
descendants of Frederic Nirdlinger, a founding member and first     
president of Congregation Achduth Vesholom in 1848. 
 
Kristine Singer, the great-great-great-great niece of Frederic Nirdlinger, 
and members of her family are planning to attend some of our 175th 
weekend events. 
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As part of the Templeôs longstanding commitment to social action 

and in honor of our 175th Anniversary, please join us in supporting a 

mitzvah project to assist 175 foster children in Northeast Indiana 

through a collaboration with Fostering Hope for Children. 

 
Our goal is to give each child a tote filled with hygiene items, a 

blanket, and stuffed animal - something of their very own -- that can 

travel with them wherever they go. 

Hereôs how you can help: Please shop at your favorite store for age

-appropriate hygiene items from our list 

(about $25 per child, depending where 

you shop) for one or more children. Label 

each bag with the age and gender of the 

child. Then deliver the items at the 

Temple. If you prefer not to shop, please 

consider making a donation online to our 

175th Anniversary Mitzvah Project.   

During congregational Mitzvah Days on 

Sunday mornings, December 3 and 

January 14 from 10 to 11:30 a.m., weôll 

assemble the totes with the toiletries and 

the additional items. 

During our Hot Topics Shabbat on October 27,    

Erin Warner, social media coordinator for Fostering 

Hope for Children, told us about her organizationôs 

collections for foster children. 

Thank you to Mitzvah Project Chair Juli Dominguez, 

Social Action Committee Chair Rena Black, and 

Rabbi Meir for their work on the project. 

The Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealogy 
Society is thrilled to join in the Templeôs 
175th Anniversary Celebration on       
Sunday, November 12. NEIJGS       
members Irv Adler and Pamela Friedman 
will be available at the open house to 
share information about our group and 
upcoming programs. 
 
The Fort Wayne Jewish Families Database will be open for 
browsing. This is a ñfamily treeò of our areaôs Jewish community 
and includes more than 7,000 people, from our congregationôs 
founders to current members. 
 
And you can get the latest information about the 45th International 
Association of Jewish Genealogy Societiesô International Confer-
ence taking place in Fort Wayne on August 10-14, 2025. We 
hope youôll stop the NEIJGS table and say ñhello.ò 
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Volunteers attended docent training recently to prepare for the 

175th open house. Thanks to Chairs Dawn Hammond and Mike 

Rush! 

possible with art and Judaica loans from Congregation 
Achduth Vesholom and a grant from the Dr. Harry W. 
Salon Foundation.  
 
ñWhen visitors come to the show, hopefully, they will 
experience how the art illuminates CAV's story, but 
also how the 175-year narrative of CAV gives addi-
tional meaning to the art and artifacts,ò Wendy said. 
 
Please join us at the art museum on Sunday, Novem-
ber 19 for a reception at 2 p.m. and a lecture at 3 p.m. 
featuring two speakers: 
 
Michael Brown, Executive Director of the Indiana 
Jewish Historical Society, will speak on ñAchduth 
Vesholom: A Jewish Congregation at the Frontier of 
Indiana History.ò 
 
Dr. Wendy Soltz will discuss ñIlluminating Congrega-
tion Achduth Vesholomôs 175-year History,ò which  
includes the concept for the exhibit, her research, and 
how the art and Judaica help tell the story of the    
congregation.  
 
Please RSVP to the art museum by Monday, Novem-
ber 13. Seating is limited and first-come, first-served.  
 
We are grateful to the Fort Wayne Museum of Art for 
sharing its artwork with the community in honor of our 
anniversary. Thank you to the Dr. Harry W. Salon 
Foundation and our 175th Anniversary sponsors. 
Thank you to Sharon & Ben Eisbart for hosting the 
reception. 
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Artwork on Page 1: Irving Amen, American, 1918-
2011. The Family, lithograph on paper. Photo      
courtesy of the Fort Wayne Museum of Art. 

https://templecav.org/175th-anniversary/
http://(www.fhforc.com/
https://templecav.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/253/2023/05/Fostering-Hope-for-Children-Flyer-Final-.pdf
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://neindianajgs.org/fort-wayne-jewish-families-project/
https://fwmoa.org/event/jewish-illuminated/
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The vicious attack on Israel and the assault, slaughter and kidnap-
ping of innocent people living in the Gaza Envelope has caused 
so much pain and suffering.  

Because all Jews are responsible for one another (Talmud 
Shevuot 39a), the pain and anguish echo widely in the diaspora 
ð to us. These feelings can be difficult to hold and are complicat-
ed by living as part of a tiny Jewish minority in Northeast Indiana. 
 
You are invited to a Kehilla Kedosha (Holy Community) support 
and discussion group that is focused on this difficult time. Rabbi 
Meir will facilitate.  

     The sessions will be held on Zoom on these dates and times:  
 
¶ Sunday, November 5 at 4 p.m.  
 
¶ Wednesday, November 15 at 7 p.m.  
 
¶ Tuesday, November 28 at 7 p.m.  
 
¶ Sunday, December 3 at 4 p.m..  
 
The Zoom link will be provided in our 
weekly email. You may attend any or all 
of the group sessions.  
 
Questions? Contact Rabbi Meir at rabbi@templecav.org.  

 

Early in the morning of October 7th, 
armed Hamas terrorists from Gaza car-
ried out the most heinous, multi-front 
murder, kidnapping and torturing ram-
page against Israel in history. Some 
1,400 men, women and children were 
brutally killed and more than 3,000 were 
injured. Thousands of rockets were fired 
into the border communities, and into 
cities in the center, the South and even 
as far as Jerusalem. 

Once again, on a holy day of the Jewish 
calendar, the people of Israel have come 
under attack. On Simchat Torah, when 
we read in Genesis that ñin the begin-
ning édarkness was on the face of the 
deep,ò darkness indeed descended upon 
Israel, and the lives of Jews in Israel and 
Around the world changed forever! 

The magnitude of this brutality is unprec-
edented. There were more Jews killed 
on October 7, 2023 than were killed on 
any date since the Holocaust. Simply 
stated, this represents an existential 
event for Israel. 

We know our community has been im-
pacted, whether with shock, pain, sad-
ness, or anger, and we share that with 
Jews everywhere. We mourn for those 
who were murdered, and our hearts cry 
out for all the hostages whose fates re-
main unknown. We despair alongside 
the injured and are saddened by the 
images of communities torn apart, fami-
lies destroyed, homes reduced to rubble, 
towns left vacant amid the destruction, 
and lifetimes of recurring trauma.  

And we pray for the healing of the 
wounded, redemption for the hostages, 
and comfort for the bereaved. There 
truly are no words to describe such a 
loss. We know there will be more difficult 
days ahead. 

During stressful times 
in Israel, world Jewry 
has once again come 
together, as we stand in 
solidarity with those 
affected by terror, those 
whose lives have been 
shattered, and those 
who are living with 
heightened fear, anxie-
ty and uncertainty. 

The Jewish Federations 
of North America 
(JFNA), the Union for 
Reform Judaism (URJ), 
and the Conservative 
Jewish Movement (CJM) have come 
together to raise funds to support our 
brothers and sisters during this time.  

This fundraising effort is called 
SWORDS OF IRON - Israel Emergency 
Fund. Due to the destruction caused by 
the Hamas terrorist group, the goal for 
this phase of Swords of Iron is $500 mil-
lion. 

The Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne 
and Congregation Achduth Vesholom 
have partnered to do our part to assist 
with this humanitarian rebuilding effort.  

Although the Federation will be the fiscal 
agent to disburse the funds, this is a true 
partnership.  

Kfµ ¢f _ W8 2f` ¢Mf`ˊ 
Donate  through the Federation website 
at fwjf.org/donate or send checks (made 
payable to the   Jewish Federation of 
Fort Wayne), or drop checks/cash in 
person at 5200 Old Mill Road, Fort 
Wayne, IN 46807.  

 
 

In addition, the Jewish Federation of Fort 
Wayne sends out daily emails with up-
dates on the ongoing crisis in Israel.  

If you are not receiving them and wish 
to, please fill out the contact form at 
fwjf.org or contact our office at:          
office@fwjf.org to be added to the list. 

So, too, in the blackness of this moment, 
we know that better times will come. Let 
us hasten those better days through our 
actions, deeds and generosity. 

Together, through the power of our col-
lective, in this unprecedented way 
through the JFNA, URJ, and CJM, we 
will help do our part to restore the light, 
and keep it shining on our beloved     
Israel. Am Yisrael Chai. 

 Scott Salon 
 Jaki Schreier 
 Bob Walters 
Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne 
 
 Ronnie Greenberg  
 Rabbi Meir Bargeron 
 Samara Sheray 
Congregation Achduth Vesholom 
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mailto:rabbi@templecav.org
https://fwjf.org/donate/
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On October 7, Hamas slaughtered over 1,300 Israelis and 
abducted more than 200. They kidnapped children, tortured 
elderly Holocaust survivors, murdered entire families, 
murdered over 250 concertgoers, paraded the dead as war 
trophies, and did unspeakably worse. It was the largest murder 
of Jews on a single day since the Holocaust.  
 
We are grateful to those of 
you, our colleagues, who 
have reached out to us, 
and we thank you for your 
ongoing comfort and 
support. For those who 
have kept quiet, we who 
supported your churches 
and mosques when terror 
struck your communities 
must ask: ñWhere are your 
voices?ò Your silence is 
both sobering and painful.  
 
Some of you have issued 
statements. Distressingly, many minimize Hamasôs massacre 
of innocents by decrying violence ñon both sides,ò woefully 
failing to recognize the moral distinction between those who 
butcher and those who are butchered, between intentional 
murder and self-defense. Like you, we pray for the safety of all 
innocent civilians and for a peaceful resolution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.  
 
We categorically affirm the difference between Hamas and the 
Palestinian people. Hamas is a terrorist organization, as 
designated by the United States and many other nations, 
whose stated goal is the annihilation of Jews. History shows 
their callous disregard for life extends to their own people. We  
 

encourage you to see President Bidenôs remarks from October 
10 for an example of leadership and moral clarity on this issue. 
  
We ask that all Indiana faith leaders and organizations 
unequivocally condemn Hamas for their murder, torture, and 
kidnapping of Jews and non-Jewish Israelis, permanent 
residents, and tourists. We ask that you call for the immediate 
return of the hostages, and to denounce the horrifying and 
deeply un-American displays of support for Hamas in our 
streets and on social media. 
 
Your Jewish friends and neighbors are suffering. We hope we 
can count you among our allies. We, your colleagues in 
spiritual leadership, await your response.  

 
Rabbi Meir Bargeron, co-chair, Fort Wayne 
Rabbi Roxanne Shapiro, co-chair, Indianapolis 
Rabbi Adam Bellows, West Lafayette 
Rabbi Brian Besser, Bloomington 
Rabbi Karen Companez, South Bend 
Rabbi Michael Friedland, South Bend 
Rabbi Cantor Mariana Gindlin, Munster 
Rabbi Justin Kerber, Carmel 
Rabbi Ron Klotz, Bloomington 
Rabbi Mitchell Kornspan, Fort Wayne 
Rabbi Brett Krichiver, Indianapolis 
Rabbi Gary Mazo, Evansville 
Rabbi Bruce J. Pfeffer, Indianapolis 
Rabbi Dennis C. Sasso, Carmel 
Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, Carmel 
Rabbi Hal Schevitz, Indianapolis 
Rabbi Benjamin Sendrow, Carmel 
Rabbi Aaron Spiegel, Indianapolis 
Rabbi Faedra Weiss, Indianapolis 
Rabbi Lew Weiss, Indianapolis 
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Nine stained-glass windows in our Sanctuary tell the story of the Jewish 

people, including one that symbolizes the hope of the emergence of the 

State of Israel.  

The description of the window says, ñThe thick 

track of deep purple running through the center 

symbolizes the suffering and struggles in the re-

birth of the state. Out of it grows olive leaves and 

citrus fruit, symbols of the peace and agricultural 

plentitude. Pushing upward to the sunlight is the 

white and blue of the Israeli flag. Here is the 

promise for the future and life-giving rays that can 

bring health and hope to other nations.ò  

A shiva candle now stands on the ledge in front 

of the window in memory of those who died as a 

result of the horrific attack in Israel and in its   

aftermath. 

The window to the right is a memorial to the six 

million who were murdered in the Holocaust. The 

window to the left tells the story of the American 

world.  
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The theme for the windows was  
developed by Rabbi Emeritus 
Frederic Doppelt zòl and the creative 

work of Samuel Wiener Jr. of      
Columbia University.  
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Rabbi Meir Bargeron explained to the congregation on October 8 that it was a ñhafuchò 
kind of day. Hebrew for ñupside down,ò the word describes a situation that is entirely 
different than what is expected.  
 
We gathered for Simchat Torah, a holy day that means literally ñJoy of the Torah.ò Yet, 
he noted, we are heartbroken over the horrific terrorist attack in Israel the day before. 
The day was not what we expected, but coming together as a community was         
important.   
 
We began sharing a joyous moment of Consecration with one of our youngest students 
who took his first steps on his formal Jewish education journey. Then we honored our 
rock, our Torah, reading the end of Deuteronomy and beginning the Torah cycle with 
Genesis. Then we prayed for Israel.  
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O Heavenly One, Protector and Redeemer of Israel, 

Bless the State of Israel which marks the dawning of hope for all 

who seek peace. 

Shield it beneath the wings of Your love; spread over it the     

canopy of Your peace; 

Send Your light and truth to all who lead and advise, 

Guiding them with Your good counsel. 

Establish peace in the land and fullness of joy for all who dwell 

there.  

Amen.             ð From Mishkan Tôfilah 

Consecration 

Prayers for Israel, Israel Defense Forces, and 

those taken hostage. 

Remembering 

Celebrating the holiday 

Finishing the Torah cycle and beginning anew 

Finding the Torah portion for her Bat Mitzvah  

Lôdor Vador 
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Our congregational sukkah featuring lights and autumn decorations     

provided a wonderful setting to celebrate Sukkot and Shabbat on        

September 29!  

Volunteers from the Templeôs gardening crew (HaGananim) had 

come earlier in the day to festoon the sukkah with garlands of fall 

leaves, pumpkins, and flowers.  

Following a beautiful service in the Sanctuary led by Rabbi Meir, we 

shared Kiddush outdoors in the sukkah. We had an opportunity to 

shake the lulav and etrog, as well as enjoy a delicious array of treats 

provided by Janet Finkel and Sheryl Merritt.  

Our KESHER (ñConnectionò) families spent a beautiful morning on 

October 1 decorating the sukkah, playing fall games, and sharing  

Pizza in the Hut at the Temple. ñSoccer croquetò and cornhole were a 

big hit, along with crafting stars of David from popsicle sticks, coloring 

paper leaves, creating paper chains, and painting pumpkins. Rabbi 

Meir offered a Sukkot blessing before teaching us how to shake the 

lulav and etrog. 

KESHER families on a beautiful morning on Sukkot. 

HaGananimðour decorating team! 

Sharing Kiddush in the sukkah on Shabbat 

Learning more about the lulav and etrog 


