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ShirLaLa is a unique and 
innovative approach to 
Jewish education, 
incorporating music, 
interactive storytelling, 
imaginative play, and 
spirituality to enrich and 
inspire children, their 
families and teachers.  
 
Please join us on Friday, 
August 18 at: 

 
5:30 p.m. - We invite our families with young 
children for an early Shabbat service with 
ShirLaLa to build on the experience of their 
regular monthly ñJoy Vey! A Kid-ish Shabbatò 
celebration. 

6 p.m. - The whole congregation is invited for 
a barbeque hosted by the ROMEOs. (Kindly 
RSVP online or to (260) 744-4245 no later 
than Friday, August 11). Please bring your 
lawn chair and picnic blankets. 

7:15 p.m. ï Join us for an outdoor service led 
by Rabbi Meir with Shira Kline. (The service 
will not be livestreamed.) 

8:30 p.m. ï Enjoy sômores around the fire pit. 
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The Temple will present a 
joint program with the 
Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Fort Wayne 
on Sunday, August 20 
featuring an exhibit by artist 
Hilarie Couture called ñUnity 
with Varietyò that includes 51 
portraits of people from 
diverse cultures living in Fort 
Wayne.  

The event will be staged at both the Temple and 
next door at the UU. Please join us: 

Noon to 1:30 p.m. at the UU - Art exhibit and 
reception 

1:30 to 2 p.m. at the Temple - Meet the Artist 

2 to 3 p.m. at the Temple - Panel discussion 
moderated by Rena Black with Hilarie and 
portrait sitters Fran Adler, Suin Roberts, Thamay 
Paw, and Akimu Salawan 

3 to 3:45 p.m. at the Temple - Art Exhibition and 
reception 

At least 12 portraits will be shown at the Temple 
and 24+ will be featured at the UU. The artwork 
at the Temple will include portraits of Fran & Irv 
Adler and Jon Tam.   

Through the portraits, supporting references 
such as interviews (accessible via QR codes), 
and dialogue with portrait sitters, one can 
discover more about the experiences of people 
moving to and living in Fort Wayne.  

ñAs in good art, the composition of our city needs 
variety. Unity with Variety makes our city a more 
vibrant place to live,ò according to Coutureôs 
artist statement in the exhibition book.  

Thank you to Jon Tam for chairing the program 
and the Art & Beautification Committee for their 
help. Thank you to our 175th Anniversary 
sponsors for their support.  

Please join us when our celebration of the Templeôs 175th Anniversary continues on August 18-20, 
with programs by Musician-in-Residence Shira Kline (also known as ShirLaLa) and local artist Hilarie 
Couture. Share the joy of Jewish community with our Temple family! 

_ĥĚíÎÀú zëÀÌÌÀġ µíġë zëíĖÀ WúíĀÙ
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Share the end of a summer 
Shabbat with us on 
Saturday, August 19, 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. with a 
spaghetti dinner, followed at 
6:30 p.m. by Havdalah and a 
concert for all ages by guest 
musician Shira Kline at the 
Temple. 
 
Find RSVP and cost information on page 9 

http://shirlala.com/about-shira
https://templecav.org/joy-vey-a-kid-ish-shabbat/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4ba9af28a3fe3-musical#/
http://shirlala.com/
https://www.uufortwayne.org/
https://www.uufortwayne.org/
https://www.hcouturearts.com/about
https://www.hcouturearts.com/event/174907/unity-with-variety
https://www.hcouturearts.com/event/174907/unity-with-variety
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4ba9af28a3fe3-dinner#/


 

¦s-f_M`G 8²8`¢z ̪ z8v²M-8z 

¦G¦z¢ 8²8`¢z 

Temple Night at the TinCaps 
Saturday, August 5 
6:35 p.m. at Parkview Field 
 
Corned Beef Mail Prep 
Wednesday, August 30 
10 a.m.  
 
Havdalah & Community Concert 
with Shira Kline 
Saturday, August 19 
6:30 p.m. 
Dinner ï 5:30 p.m. at the Temple 
($10 per person for adults and children 
7 and up; $5 for ages 4-6; no charge 
age 3 and under; RSVP by August 11)  
 
Hilarie Couture Art Exhibit & Panel 
Discussion 
Sunday, August 20 
Noon at the UU - 
Art Exhibit and reception 
1:30 p.m. at the Temple 
Meet the artist, panel, reception 
 
Preparing for the Yamim Noraôim 
(Days of Awe) 
Tuesday, August 22  
7 p.m. on Zoom 
RSVP by Thursday, August 17 
 
z8s¢8_+8v 8²8`¢z 
Thoughtful Thursdays 
Wednesday, September 6 
10 a.m. at the Temple 
 
NEIJGS Meet Your Mishpocha 
Fort Wayne Jewish Family Day 
Sunday, September 10 
10:30 a.m. at the Temple 
11 a.m. Meteorologist Greg Shoup will 
speak on his newfound Jewish roots  
 

f-¢f+8v 8²8`¢z 
Corned Beef Prep Night 
Wednesday, October 18 
6 to 9 p.m. 
 
Corned Beef Fundraiser 
Thursday, October 19 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
Temple Book Club 
Tuesday, October 24 
7 p.m. on Zoom 
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Mah Jongg Open Play 

We are on summer break from regular 
play. Check back for more information. 

 

Lunch with the 
ROMEOs 

Join the Retired Old 
Men Eating Out for 
lunch at noon: 

 

Thursday, August 3 

Club Soda 

235 E. Superior St. 

 

Thursday, August 17 

The Han Dynasty 

6401 W. Jefferson Blvd. 

 

Find the lunch schedule 

Please join us in person or via livestream for 
worship services.  

Zoom links are in the weekly email to our 
Temple family. We warmly welcome guests. 
Please contact the Temple office for online 
access information on Zoom at (260) 744-4245 
or office@templecav.org. Services also are 
available on YouTube.  

Shabbat Service 
Friday, August 4 
6:30 p.m. 
 
No Shabbat Service  
Saturday, August 5 
 
Hot Topics Shabbat Service 
A Conversation About Recycling 
Friday, August 11 
6:30 p.m. 
Lay Leaders: Ronnie & Norm Greenberg 
Speaker: Shelby Nichter of the Allen County 
Department of Environmental Management  
Oneg Shabbat follows 
 
Shabbat Service 
Saturday, August 12 
9:45 a.m. 
Lay leader: Ron Friedman 
 
Joy Vey! A Kid-ish Shabbat 
With Musician ShirLaLa 
Friday, August 18 
5:30 to 6 p.m.  
Followed by BBQ Hosted by ROMEOs 
 
Shabbat Service with Shira Kline 
Friday, August 18 
6 p.m. BBQ Hosted by the ROMEOs 
7:15 p.m. Service outdoors  
8:30 p.m. Dessert 
 
Shabbat Service  
Saturday, August 19 
9:45 a.m. 

 
Shabbat Service & Baby Naming 
Friday, August 25 
6:30 p.m.  
 
No Shabbat Service  
Saturday, August 26 
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Erev Rosh Hashanah begins on Friday, 

September 15. See page 10-12 for the 

holiday schedule of services and events. 

Old Mill Road will be closed near Foster Park, from 
Rudisill Boulevard to West Foster Parkway, until 
September 29.  

¢v EEM- `f¢8z 

Summer service schedule continue at 6:30 p.m. 
through Labor Day Weekend.  

https://templecav.org/urj-events/temple-night-at-the-tincaps-2/?d=2023-08-05%2018%3A30
https://templecav.org/urj-events/corned-beef-mail-prep-3/?d=2023-08-30%2010%3A00
https://templecav.org/urj-events/preparing-for-the-yamim-noraim/?d=2023-08-22%2019%3A00
https://neindianajgs.org/
https://templecav.org/corned-beef-sale/
https://templecav.org/urj-events/temple-book-club-5/?d=2023-10-24%2019%3A00
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://templecav.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/253/2023/06/ROMEO-LUNCH-LIST-2023-2024-12Jun2023.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
https://templecav.org/high-holy-days/
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As August comes in, the summer season is beginning to 
feel finite. The days are growing just a bit shorter, and it 
wonôt be long until the Hebrew calendar month of Elul 
begins, counting us down to the Days of Awe.  
 
I hope you will forgive me if I want to hold on to the pace of summer for just 
a little while longer. Iôve used this slower time to catch up on movies Iôve 
wanted to see and books that Iôve been meaning to read. And I also have 
been having a bit of a binge-watching reunion with the legendary TV series 
Star Trek. And this month, I want to use the column to muse on the 
connections between Star Trek, a towering classic in popular culture, and 

ð what else? ð Jewish tradition.  
 
For starters, Star Trekôs (Iôm referring to the 1966-69 
original series unless otherwise noted), two central 
characters, Capt. James T. Kirk and First Officer 
Spock were portrayed by Jewish actors, William 
Shatner and Leonard Nimoy. It was Nimoy who 
introduced a Jewish hand symbol to the series, as he 
suggested that the gesture he first saw going to 
Orthodox Shabbat services when he was a child would 

work very well as the Vulcan greeting/departure salute.  
 
There are a number of ideas that were promoted in Star Trekôs stories that 
have clear analogs in Jewish tradition: 
 
The Pursuit of Peace and Justice: The Federation, the confederation of a 
number of worlds, including Earth, is characterized by its commitment to 
universal peace and justice. ñShalom (peace) and ñTzedekò (justice) are 
foundational to our Jewish ethical system, and the act of righting a wrong, 
ñTikkun Olam.ò  
 
Embracing Diversity: Star Trek's diverse cast of characters from various 
species and backgrounds exemplifies the principle of unity in diversity. In 
Judaism, the belief in the inherent worth of every individual, regardless of 
their background or nationality, is deeply rooted in the idea that each person 
is created in the image of God. 
 
The Search for Meaning and Truth: Star Trek often explores philosophical 
and ethical dilemmas, reflecting on the meaning of existence and the nature 
of truth. Similarly, Jewish tradition places a strong emphasis on the pursuit 
of wisdom and understanding, with generations of sages engaging in 
extensive debates in Mishnah and Talmud to uncover deeper meanings 
within religious texts. 
 
Hope for a Better Future: Star Trek's optimistic vision of the future aligns 
with the Jewish concept of hope and anticipation of a future world that 
perfectly reflects our values. In liberal Judaism, there is a belief in the 
eventual coming of the Messianic age, a time of peace and spiritual 
enlightenment. 
 
Part of the magic of Star Trek, and the reason for its enduring popularity in 
TV, film, and books, is that the universe it portrays feels consequential. I 
think this is no accident! A number of the original seriesô actors, writers, 
directors and producers were Jewish, and this continues to be true in the 
subsequent iterations of Star Trek. The universe they built feels like a place 
and a time where Jews can feel at home. 

Kf¢ ¢fsM-z zK ++ ¢ˊ
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Announcing something we all need to hear ð 
our Hot Topics Shabbat on Friday, August 11 
at 6:30 p.m. will feature a conversation on 
Recycling. What can be recycled, what is 
trash, and how to know the difference? 
 
Services will be led by Ronnie & Norm 
Greenberg. The evening will feature a 
presentation by Shelby Nichter of the Allen 
County Department of Environmental 
Management, followed by a Rapid-Fire Q&A 
hosted by Social Action Committee Chair 
Rena Black. Rena will show Shelby 
numerous items and find out if they are ñinò or 
ñout.ò 
 
For some time, the City of Fort Wayne and 
Allen County had different rules on recycling.  
Happily, they recently combined forces and 
made the rules the same throughout the 
County, inside city limits and outside. 
 
Congregants are encouraged to ask their 
own questions concerning what is acceptable 
at-the-curb pickup and what to do with the 
things that arenôt. If you have questions about 
specific items, bring them along! It promises 
to be a fun exchange with our featured 
speaker. An Oneg Shabbat will follow. 

о 

Expand your Jewish knowledge by joining us 
for lifelong learning classes that include a 
variety of Jewish study topics with Rabbi Meir 
Bargeron. Join us on Tuesday, August 22 at 7 

p.m. on Zoom for Preparing for the Yamim Noraôim (Days of 
Awe). The group will read some texts and reflect on their 
personal perspectives on facing the High Holy Days. Kindly 
RSVP by Thursday, August 17 to office@templecav.org. 

ZME8Zf`G Z8 v`M`Gˊ sv8s vM`G Efv ¢K8 2 ·z fE µ8 

Please join us for Shabbat and a simcha at 
our service on Friday, August 25 at 6:30 
p.m. when we celebrate the baby naming 
of Juniper Joy Laemmle, daughter of Cori 
& Douglas ñTyò Laemmle. She was born on 
October 14, 2022.  
 
Mazel tov to Juniper, her parents, and 
brother Rowan. The Laemmles joined our 

Temple family in February. 
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Image: space.com 

https://www.denofgeek.com/tv/star-trek-just-dropped-a-huge-clue-about-kirk-spocks-missing-year/
https://www.denofgeek.com/tv/star-trek-just-dropped-a-huge-clue-about-kirk-spocks-missing-year/
https://cemeteries.wordpress.com/2006/11/01/kohanim-or-cohanim-hands-priestly-blessing/
https://time.com/3817430/iphone-vulcan-salute-emoji/
https://reformjudaism.org/learning/answers-jewish-questions/do-reform-jews-believe-messiah
https://templecav.org/urj-events/shabbat-service-180/?d=2023-08-11%2018%3A30
https://templecav.org/adult-education/
https://templecav.org/urj-events/preparing-for-the-yamim-noraim/?d=2023-08-22%2019%3A00
https://templecav.org/urj-events/shabbat-service-181/?d=2023-08-25%2018%3A30
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.As we begin the celebration of our 175th anniversary, it might 
be a time to check out the local history options in the Rabbi 
Richard B. Safran Library. The definitive title in our collection is 
The Emergence of a Jewish Community in Fort Wayne, by 
Gideon M. Goldenholz, which covers the 
history of our congregation and the Jewish 
community. George Matherôs Frontier Faith: 
The Story of the Pioneer Congregations of 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, 1820-1860, also 
includes the origins of Congregation 
Achduth Vesholom.  

Wolf and Dessauer: Where Fort Wayne 
Shopped, by Jim Barron, is a history of the 
famous department store, founded and 
managed by the Wolf, Dessauer and Latz 
families, all members of our congregation. 
We also have Jason Smithôs Celebrate Fort 
Wayne: A Bicentennial Pictorial History of 
Fort Wayne in our collection, as well as Betty Steinôs By the 
Way, the Columns of Betty E. Stein.   

Along with these books, our library has a full collection of 
publications from the Indiana Jewish Historical Society. The full 

set is part of our Reference collection, to be used on-site. But 
duplicates are available for checkout. These issues cover 
everything from the scrap metal industry to the biography of 
Minette Baum by Harriet Miller.   

Other history titles that might be of 
interest include Hasia R. Dinerôs Roads 
Taken: The Great Jewish Migrations to 
the New World and the Peddlers Who 
Forged the Way.  Though it covers 
peddlers around the world, the merchant 
immigrant experience is completely 
relevant to our history in Fort Wayne. If 
youôre interested in GUCI, check out 
GUCI at Fifty: Alumni Memories from 
Camp.  And Dan Rottenbergôs 
Middletown Jews focuses on the history 
of Muncie, Indiana.   

Whatever your historical interest, we hope youôll check out 
what our library has to offer.  Whenever youôre in the building, 
self-checkout is available at the library desk. Find our full 
collection 

Our Temple Book Club will read two highly-acclaimed books 
and meet with their authors on Zoom through the Jewish Book 
Councilôs LiveChat program. 
 
On Tuesday, October 24 at 7 p.m., weôll discuss Thistlefoot, by 
GennaRose Nethercott. The author is a writer and a folklorist, 
and this fantasy saga is rich in Jewish myth and Eastern 

European folklore. Named one of the 
best books of the 2022 by NPR, the 
Wall Street Journal, and others, it was 
also a Jewish Fiction Award nominee. 

From Wendy Smith of The Washington 
Post, ñSteeped in the ancient tropes of 
folk tales and animated by a 
passionate belief in the vital role of 
storytelling, GennaRose Nethercottôs 
first novel builds on her work as a 
folklorist and poeté Gorgeously 
writtenériveting and moving.ò  

In the spring on Tuesday, March 12 at 
7 p.m., weôll discuss The Latecomer: A 
Novel by Jean Hanff Korelitz. It also 

was named one of the best books of 
2022 by NPR, as well as by the New 
Yorker and others. The novel follows 
the story of triplets born to a 
wealthy, Jewish family in New York, 
the Oppenheimers. It follows the 
relationship of the siblings when 
their parents decide to have a fourth 
child. 

From Ron Charles of The 
Washington Post, "By the time weôre 
done with these siblings, their lives 
have been turned inside out, and all 
their stored-up junk and secret treasures have been sorted, 
culled and curated for this immensely enjoyable sojourn with a 
truly memorable family."  

Both authors will join us virtually to discuss their work, thanks 
to the arrangements of the Jewish Book Council. The titles are 
available in the Rabbi Richard B. Safran Library. Zoom links 
will be included in the Templeôs weekly emails. We hope you 
will consider reading these two books and joining our 
discussion. 
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The ROMEOs (Retired Old Men Eating Out) will begin a new year of twice-
monthly lunches on Thursday, August 3 at noon at Club Soda, continuing a tradi-
tion launched in 2012 when the guys started gathering to share stories, meals, 
and friendship. 

Their social time has expanded over the years to include supporting congrega-
tional events in big ways ï including this coming year as hosts of the Break-the-
Fast, Hanukkah dinner, and Second Seder. Led by Denny Reynolds, the        
ROMEOs also are hosting the BBQ on August 18 before our musical Shabbat 
service with Shira Kline and volunteering in October at the Corned Beef Fundraiser.    

The ROMEOs will continue to meet for regular lunches together most months on the 1st and 3rd Thursday. To find out more or 
join the chaverim, please contact Denny Reynolds at dennisreynolds@me.com. Find the 2023-2024 schedule 

vf_8fz +8GM` `8µ ·8 v fE Z¦`-K `2 z-K_ff»8 

https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/library/
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
https://www.librarycat.org/lib/cavlibrary
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/
https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftemplecav.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F253%2F2023%2F06%2FROMEO-LUNCH-LIST-2023-2024-12Jun2023.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb4cdbc407f374625d1bf08db6c3f9cb7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C
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Weôre excited to kick off another great year of KESHER (ñconnectionò) programming for 
our Temple youth by gathering together on Sunday, October 1 at 10:30 a.m. for our annual 
Pizza in the Hut Sukkot Celebration! All families are welcome for this fun-filled morning 
when we decorate the sukkah, learn about the holiday, and enjoy a pizza brunch. Please 
RSVP to the Temple office as we get closer.  
 
Weôre preparing all of our registration materials for our this yearôs upcoming programs, 
which will include a range of incredible in-person and virtual experiences for youth of all 
ages, as summarized here: 

Registration will go live in early August for all programs. Classes start Sunday, October 15.  
Please watch for more details via the weekly Temple email and in Septemberôs Bulletin. 

We are always looking for Religious School Committee members and volunteers who can 
help us fulfill the mitzvah of veôShinantam leôVaneikha veôDibarta Bam (Deuteronomy 6:7) 
("You shall teach [the Commandments] diligently to your childrenò).  

Stephanie Gottesman and Kate Crell are heading up our party planning team and would 
love to have your help organizing and staffing several of our holiday programs throughout 
the coming year. Please reach out to Religious School Committee Chair Leise Rosman at 
educator@templecav.org if you are interested in helping out with one or more of our 
community celebrations!  

sv8s vM`G Efv `8µ ·8 v fE V8µMzK Z8 v`M`G Efv ¢8_sZ8 ·f¦¢K 

K ss· - _s8vz˞Rabbi Meir offered a blessing 
on June 2 for children who were going to Jewish summer 
camp.  

The kids, who attended Goldman Union Camp Institute, 
Camp Ramah, and/or Camp Joe Levine, told him they 
looked forward to lots of fun activities, including swimming 
and bunk night with their friends.   

8`vfZZ_8`¢ µMZZ
+8GM` zff` Efv
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Weôre looking forward to 
beginning a new year of 
Religious School on Sunday, 
October 15 for children in pre-
Kindergarten (age 4+ by 
September 1) through high 
school. Families must be 
members of the congregation 
to enroll children. 

Enrollment materials and more 
information will be available in 
early August at 
www.templecav.org.  

Kindly complete prior to the 
first day of class. Questions? 
Please contact Religious 
School Committee Chair Leise 
Rosman at 
educator@templecav.org. 

-f`Gv ¢z ¢f f¦v Gv 2zˍ- On June 9, Rabbi Meir 

offered a blessing for Noah Gephart and Sam Katinsky in honor 

of their high school graduation..  

Noah was an active volunteer assisting in our Religious School 

and Sam regularly helped running our Zoom for Shabbat ser-

vices.  

Mazel tov to Noah and his parents, Betsy & Geoff Gephart, and 

Sam and his parents, Nola & Matthew Katinsky.  

!ƎŜ wŀƴƎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 

лҌ Wƻȅ±ŜȅΗ {Ƙŀōōŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ Lƴ tŜǊǎƻƴΣ aƻƴǘƘƭȅ 

лҌ Y9{I9w ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ Lƴ tŜǊǎƻƴ ŀǘ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ 

YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ-рǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ aƛǘȊǾƻǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ Lƴ tŜǊǎƻƴΣ ¢ǿƛŎŜ ǇŜǊ aƻƴǘƘ 

сǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ-тǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ .ΩaƛǘȊǾŀƘ /ƭǳō Lƴ tŜǊǎƻƴΣ ¢ǿƛŎŜ ǇŜǊ aƻƴǘƘ 

оǊŘ DǊŀŘŜ-тǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ {ŎƘƻƻƭ hƴƭƛƴŜΣ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ 

уǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ-фǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ !ŘǾƻǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ Lƴ tŜǊǎƻƴΣ hƴŎŜ ǇŜǊ aƻƴǘƘ 

млǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ /ƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ¢.5 

https://templecav.org/religious-school/
mailto:educator@templecav.org
https://templecav.org/religious-school/
https://templecav.org/religious-school/
https://templecav.org/religious-school/
http://www.templecav.org
mailto:educator@templecav.org


 
с /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ !ŎƘŘǳǘƘ ±ŜǎƘƻƭƻƳ 

Congregants gathered in person and online on June 7 for 
Achduth Vesholomôs 175th Annual Meeting, electing new 
Board members, reviewing changes to the leadership struc-
ture, and approving the budget for the coming year. 
 
President Ronnie Greenberg presided over the assembly of 
Indianaôs oldest Jewish congregation, which for a fourth year 
generated greater participation through technology. About 35 
congregants joined us in the Social Hall, with an additional 15 
ñscreensò of attendees on Zoom. 
 
We learned about the 175th Anniversary season of events, 
updates to the Templeôs livestreaming capability, and status of 
the transition with the former Congregation Bônai Jacob.  
 
Presidentôs Report 
In addition to welcoming seven new member households in 
the past year, Ronnie highlighted several milestones and   
developments since the membership last met. These included: 
 

¶ A new seven-year contract with Rabbi Meir Bargeron 
through June 30, 2030. She said the length of the contract 
gives Rabbi Meir and his husband, Jon Tam, time to settle 
into their new home and gives the congregation the secu-
rity of knowing that we will have the services of a spiritual 
leader that we have grown to value, respect and like. She 
thanked John Stein and Dan Zweig for working with Rabbi 
Meir on details of the contract. 

¶ A Member Engagement Survey by a committee led by 
Wendy & Micah Soltz to help us continue to improve the 
work the Temple and how we engage our members. 

¶ Sharing a moment of silent reflection and apprecia-
tion to remember Rabbi Emeritus Richard B. Safran and 
long-time Facilities Manager Clint Rossiter, both of 
blessed memory, who died in the past year. 

¶ Adopting a new governance model with the assistance 
of consultant Don Gulbrandsen of Empower Nonprofit 
Consulting in Indianapolis. Through board training, we 
developed a ñpartnership modelò with three pillars of lead-
ership. The Board, the Rabbi, and the Executive Director 
each lead one area, serving as equal partners with      
assigned tasks, committees and responsibilities. This 
change is expected to allow the Temple President to 
spend less time on day-to-day issues and more time on 
big picture issues; help us attract future leaders; and 
make better use of our professionals. 

¶ New job descriptions for all staff were written and  
salaries were adjusted as necessary as part of the new 
governance structure. Next steps include revising the per-
sonnel handbook to reflect changes and revisit our bene-

fits. Dan Zweig will be head-
ing a task force to work on the 
handbook. 

¶ Crafting vision, values and 
mission statements for the 
congregation. Board mem-
bers Juli Dominguez and 
Leise Rosman wrote the 
guidelines and led the discus-
sion. 

¶ Revised structure of Holocaust Education Committee 
to come together with the Jewish Federation of Fort 
Wayne and Purdue Fort Wayneôs Institute for Holo-
caust and Genocide Studies. Effective July 1, a steering 
committee will be in effect for Holocaust education and 
commemoration in Fort Wayne, called Zachor 
(Remember). This measure will increase efficiency by 
streamlining our efforts, avoiding any duplication, and  
better coordinate fundraising. The committee will be con-
vened by the Federation, with two standing co-chairs to 
represent the Temple and IHGS. Programming-specific 
subcommittees will plan programs, such as the Holocaust 
Symposium, Yom Hashoah, and Confronting the Shoah. 

¶ The celebration of our 175th Anniversary will include 
many interesting and educational programs. She thanked 
Kathy Sider and Beth Zweig for chairing this huge under-
taking  

 

Transition with Congregation Bônai Jacob 

At last yearôs Annual Meeting, Ronnie reported that three new 
funds were created at the Temple with monies designated by 
the CBJ Transition Board: the Bônai Jacob Conservative Juda-
ism Fund ($72,000), the Rabbi Kornspan Tzedakah Fund 
($50,000), and a contribution to the Templeôs General Operat-
ing Fund ($135,000). 

Three additional allocations were made in the past year: a 
Torah Maintenance Fund ($50,000), an allocation to the      
ROMEOs ($9,000); and an allocation for benches in the court-
yard and maintenance of the Yahrzeit Sculpture ($8,000).  

Ronnie said that the Temple recently learned that the final 
monies from CBJ have been distributed, with approximately 
$13,000 more allocated to CAV for the Torah Maintenance 
Fund. CBJ has now ceased to be an active entity, she said, 
which will become official with the State of Indiana at the next 
nonprofit filing deadline. 

She thanked Transition Board members Mark Schneider, Josh 
Tourkow, Jay Zemmol, Brandon Roberts and Ellen Tom for 
their hard work and perseverance. 

The Year Ahead 

Ronnie reported that a Bylaws Task Force 
will be created to review the rules govern-
ing our congregation and make any neces-
sary updates related to our governance 
changes. She would like to aim for a spe-
cial meeting in the winter for the member-
ship to improve any proposed changes. 

Continued on page 7 
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Rabbiôs Report 

Rabbi Meir Bargeron said the past year has been one of 
accelerated returning as the pandemic receded. Two positive 
outcomes of the past three years include the use of Zoom and 
remote streaming. He said we found we liked it (most of the 
time) and that we couldnôt do without it. The second it that we 
rediscovered how much we like to be together, embracing the 
change with great enthusiasm. 

During the High Holy Days last year, he said, we came together 
as an entire congregation for Erev Rosh Hashanah. ñIt was a 
very special moment, and I heard from many of you who found 
coming together to be very meaningful,ò he said. Based on that 
experience, he said, weôll hold all-congregation services this 
year for Erev Rosh Hashanah and Kol Nidre, with Cantor Yael 
Fischman returning. Hazemir will be singing through the High 
Holy Days. 

Last September, we added to our Shabbat programming with 
Joy Vey. On the second Friday of the month, a group of 2- to 8-
year-olds with their older siblings and adults gather for a family-
focused entry into Shabbat. Rabbi Meir said what began as an 

experiment has turned 
into a wonderful 
opportunity for young 
Jewish families to come 
together at Temple. He 
thanked Wendy Soltz, 
Amy Krouse, and Kate 
Crell for bringing the idea 
to life, and Stephanie 
Gottesman and Sam 
Krouse for co-leading and 
making wonderful music. 

Rabbi Meir also shared 
that the Temple will be 
donating a Torah scroll to 
Goldman Union Camp 

Institute during our 175th Anniversary weekend. 

He said he also wanted to thank the congregation for extending 
his contract and for being so welcoming to him and Jon. He 
shared a note he sent to the Board, which included the 
following: 

ñThe relationship between a congregation and its rabbi is a 
sacred one. In Pirkei Avot it is written, ñMake for yourself a 
rabbi, acquire for yourself a friend, and judge every person as 
meritorious.ò (1:6) We are each called to seek out one another 
to be teachers and friends, to support each other in our 
collective journeys to become the most fully realized creations 
that we can be. And in order to do this, we must look first for the 
very best in each other. 

ñI am blessed every day that I am a rabbi and that my rabbinate 
has brought me to Congregation Achduth Vesholom. Together 
we will continue to create a beautiful Jewish future in Fort 
Wayne.ò 
 
Executive Directorôs Report 
Samara Sheray, who has served as our Executive Director for 
six years, reported on several topics, including:  
 

¶ Major improvements to our livestreaming capability 
have been completed in the Sanctuary, Goldstine-Bônai 
Jacob Chapel and Social Hall. The congregation approved 
a $120,000 upgrade at the 2022 Annual Meeting. She said 

that we are still getting used to the new equipment, which is 
dynamic and elaborate. She thanked Denny Reynolds and 
Sam Katinsky for their help in the past year assisting her in 
running Zoom. 

¶ The City of Fort Wayne will install a lift station in the 
northwest corner of our property. Samara said the start 
date is not known. Once the project begins, we will 
temporarily be unable to use the north driveway. The 
majority of the stormwater pump station will be     
underground and not visible or audible. She said the 
Temple also contracted with the city for permanent utility 
easements and an additional location for a temporary 
construction easement. The Temple received $29,035 for 
the agreement. In addition, the city will install a new 6-foot 
cedar private fence along our north property line, improve 
the vegetation in the area, and restore our north driveway 
when the project is completed.  

¶ Our 2022 Corned Beef Fundraiser was our most 
successful to date, with sales of almost 2,000 meals and 
150 lbs. of extra meat sold. We raised $24,000 for the 
Temple. The 21st sale will be on Thursday, October 19.  If 
you would like to help with the fundraiser this year, please 
contact Chair Micah Soltz or the Temple office. 

¶ The Temple received another Nonprofit Security Grant 
in September from FEMA & Homeland Security. The 
$150,000 grant will be used to further fortify our campus 
against an attack.  These improvements will be completed 
before August 2025 

¶ Changes have recently been made to the Goldman 
Memorial Museum in the Madge Rothschild Resource 
Center, with a new wall display of Jewish holidays and an 
updated history timeline. QR codes have been included with 
the holidays to provide an opportunity to learn more. 

  
175th Anniversary Report 
Kathy Sider and Beth Zweig, who co-chair the 175th Anniversary 
Committee, explained that the goal of the celebration is to 
provide a variety of events to stimulate congregational interest, 
build community, forge new friendships and partnerships, and 
raise funds that will support most of the Templeôs programming 
for the coming year and beyond. 
ñWe want both to honor our 
heritage and embrace our future 
as a vibrant Jewish 
congregation,ò Beth said. 
 
Financial Report 
Vice President-Finance John 
Stein reported a planned deficit 
in the 2023-2024 budget 
between $5,000 and $10,000, 
which was approved at the 
Annual Meeting.  

Our current financial statement 
shows us in the black, but we 
still estimate that by June 30 we 
will have a deficit. Our 
Endowment Fund balance as of May 31, 2023 was $2,908,000, 
approximately the same as last year.  

When we asked for approval last year to fund the livestreaming 
project, John said, we suggested that we would seek grants 
from foundations to offset part of the cost of $110,000. 

Continued on page 8 

https://templecav.org/175th-anniversary/
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We received two grants, one from the Dr. Harry W. Salon 
Foundation for just under $25,000 and another from the Dr. 
Louis A. and Anne B. Schneider Foundation for $30,000. We 
are grateful for their participation.  

ñFor the past several years, we have presented deficit budg-
ets for approval,ò John said. ñThe ówhyô is simple. Our expend-
itures exceed our anticipated revenues. The solution is a bit 
more elusive, but the finance committee has been working on 
the óhowô to change this imbalance. The work will continue in 
the new fiscal year and we hope to have some new ideas for 
review.ò 

John presented a listing of our largest anticipated sources of 
income by percentage: 

¶ Dues (estimated)                             38.5% 

¶ Endowment fund revenue stream   29.6% 

¶ Facility/Rental income                     11.4% 

¶ Fundraiser, corned beef                    3.7% 

¶ Income from CAV funds                    3.7% 

¶ General Operations contributions     2.6% 

John added that heôs pleased that we have had almost no 
resistance to the board approved cost of expenses/cost-of-
living dues adjustment. He thanked everyone for their support.  

 
 
Outgoing Trustees  
We thanked Trustees Larry 
Adelman, Mike Rush and Mark 
Schneider for their board service. 
In appreciation, each received a 
copy of Pirkei Avot, ñEthics of our 
Fathers.ò 
 
 
Lôdor Vador Legacy Society 
Beth Zweig, chair of the Planned 

Giving Committee, said the    Temple has received nearly 
$175,000 in planned gifts from seven individuals since the 
Lôdor Vador Legacy Society was established in 2012 to raise 
awareness about the importance of supporting the long-term 
financial needs of the congregation through estate planning or 
through larger gifts during an individualôs lifetime.  
 
She said we learned very recently that the Temple is         
expected to receive a generous bequest from the estate of 
Rabbi Emeritus Richard B. Safranôs estate. 
 
ñNot only are we so very grateful for what Rabbi and his wife, 
Lois, meant to us during their lifetimes, but also for this antici-
pated gift to show us again how much this congregation and 
community meant to them,ò Beth said. ñWe will treasure them 
and their memories as a blessing.ò 
 
Beth said that she and John Stein continue to talk to congre-
gants about their interest in making planned gifts while they 
can see the fruits of their generosity. Others who may not be  
able to make a gift now are utilizing different financial planning 
options to ensure they can contribute to the Temple in the 
future. To date, 45 members and friends of Achduth 
Vesholom are part of our legacy society after formally indicat-
ing theyôve made arrangements for a gift. 
 
Scanning Project 
Betsy Gephart, who chairs the Digitization Committee, said 
volunteers are needed to help scan a large number of materi-

als that need to be preserved in our effort to create a digital 
copy of our congregational archive. Equipment and instruc-
tions are available in the Religious School office.  
 
International Association of Jewish Genealogial Societies 
Conference  
Betsy Gephart, president of the Northeast Indiana Jewish  
Genealogy Society, shared with our members that Fort 
Wayne has been awarded the 2025 conference for the      
International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies on 
August 10-14. This is the first time the conference is being 
held in a midsize city and itôs expected to draw from 800-
1,000 Jewish genealogists from around the world.  
 
Betsy said Visit Fort Wayne estimates the project will have 
almost a $1 million economic impact locally. Irv Adler is our 
local chair. She asked everyone to mark their calendars and 
plan to volunteer. More information will be coming. 
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The membership unanimously elected new leaders for the 
coming year as presented by Board Development Chair Beth 
Zweig. 
 
OFFICERS  
Elected to an additional 1-year term ending in June 2024 
President: Ronnie Greenberg  
 
Elected for 1-year term ending in June 2024 
Vice President Programs: Beth Zweig 
Vice President Finance: John Stein 
Secretary: Amy Krouse 
 
TRUSTEES (Elected to 2-year term ending in June 2025): 
Shai Hadashi 
Dawn Hammond 
Leise Rosman 
Kathy Sider 
Micah Soltz 
 
TRUSTEES (Serving 2-year term ending in June 2024): 
David Crell 
Juli Dominguez 
Sam Krouse 
Brian Rosman 
Mimi Zelman 
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elected new leaders for the com-
ing year as presented by Board 
Development Chair Beth Zweig. 
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year term ending in 

: Beth 

: John 

Present and Past Presidents before the Annual Meeting 

https://www.iajgs.org/
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Betsy Gephart has an impressive resume of 
Temple involvement over the years, from her 
earliest days making music while wearing a 
wig for a Beatles-themed Purim spiel to chair-
ing the committee thatôs currently overseeing 
the digitization of congregational records. 
 
But the area sheôs most passionate about - 
and known for - is her role with our Rabbi 
Richard B. Safran Library. Not only has she 
served for many years as our librarian, chair of 
the Library Committee, and coordinator of the 
Temple Book Club, but she has overseen an 
impressive transformation of this wonderful congregational 
resource. 
 
Betsy began volunteering in the library when her two children 
started Religious School, typing up information for the card 
catalog. When the library later moved to interim quarters in 
2014 prior to its current location, she ran Sunday morning li-
brary sessions from the former Temple Gift Shop in the lobby, 
reading to kids with selections available from a book cart. 
 
And Betsy added fresh volumes in 2016 through an innovative 
ñBettyôs 100 Books programò that was a tribute to Betty Stein 
on her 100th birthday and a way to restart interest in our col-
lection. And she had a vision for the library ï story pit and all - 
as part of its new home in the Madge Rothschild Resource 
Center in 2017.  
 
In recognition of her active involvement for more than 30 
years, Betsy received the William Brosler Award for Outstand-
ing Volunteerism in June at the Templeôs 175th Annual Meet-
ing.  
 
In presenting the award, Board Member Beth Zweig said 
Betsy has been described as ñdedicated, reliable, conscien-
tious, capable, creative, and committed, an individual who has 
a strong connection to Judaism and to making experiences at 
Achduth Vesholom as meaningful as possible.ò She said that 
Betsyôs husband, Geoff Gephart, noted that nothing has been 
as longstanding or ongoing as Betsyôs involvement with the 
Temple. 

Betsy has shared her leadership 
skills on Religious School, Ritual, 
Board Development, Adult Edu-
cation, Digitization, and Mah 
Jongg, to name a few. Sheôs 
served on the Temple Board and 
on the Executive Committee as 
our Program Vice President.  
 
ñThis has been a wonderful, wel-
coming community for me,ò Betsy 
said. ñTo be honest, Iôve always 
just done what sounded interest-

ing at the time, and Iôm honored and humbled to be among the 
winners of this award.ò 
 
Highlighting Betsyôs many contributions, Beth said that Betsy 
also is committed to her family and family history. For many 
years, sheôs written a book annually for her children, Noah, 
18, and Grace, 17, about a different aspect of their familyôs 
history. 
 
She also helped found the Northeast Indiana Jewish Genealo-
gy Society in April 2018 with Irv Adler and Curt Witcher, direc-
tor of the Genealogy Center at the Allen County Public Library. 
Betsy is president of the NEIJGS, a Rifkin Campus partner of 
the Temple. Using her research and tech skills, Betsy has de-
veloped a database of Fort Wayne Jewish Families with more 
than 7,300 individuals on the tree.   
 
A native of Toledo, Betsy received her Bachelors and Masters 
of Music degrees from the University of Michigan. She moved 
to Fort Wayne from South Bend in 1989 to play violin with the 
Fort Wayne Philharmonic.  
 
In recent years, Betsy played during Violins of Hope and will 
be playing with a string quartet for the Templeôs 175th Anniver-
sary on November 12. 
 
Betsyôs name has been added to the Brosler Award that 
hangs near the Madge Rothschild Resource Center.  
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Dinner on Saturday, August 19 includes spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, cookie, and a drink. Kindly RSVP online by Friday, 

August 11. Cost is $10 per person for adults and children age 7 and up; $5 for children 4-6; and no charge for children 3 

and under. Find out more about the 175th Anniversary 

Fran Adler 
Rabbi Meir Bargeron 
Jamie Berger 

Nancy Dicker 
Janet Finkel 
Stephanie Gottesman 
Norm Greenberg 
Ronnie Greenberg 

Dawn Hammond 
Marie McFadden 

Marcia Reynolds 
Cheryl Schorey 
Samara Sheray 

John Stein 
Jon Tam 
Donna Tourkow 
Irene Walters 
Mimi Zelman  

ʵʻʹġë ĀĀíıÙĖĚÀĖĴ -ĆÿÿíġġÙÙ Thank you to: 

¶ The Dr. Harry W. Salon Foundation 
and our Joy Vey families for sponsoring 

Shira Klineôs visit 

¶ Denny Reynolds and the ROMEOs 
for hosting the barbeque 

¶ 175th Anniversary Music Subcommittee members Rabbi Meir, Kathy 
Sider, Norm Greenberg, Samara Sheray, Marcia Reynolds, Stephanie 

Gottesman 

¶ Joy Vey Coordinator Wendy Soltz 

¶ Saturday Dinner Chair Stephanie Gottesman 

Co-Chairs Kathy Sider and Beth Zweig  

https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/library/
https://templecav.org/175th-anniversary/
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Selichot Service 
Saturday, September 9 
7:30 p.m. 
 
Cemetery Services 
Sunday, September 10 
1 p.m. at Lindenwood Cemetery 
2:30 p.m. at Fort Wayne Jewish Cemetery 
 
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 
Friday, September 15 
7:30 p.m. All Congregation Service 
Reception follows 
 
Rosh Hashanah (First Day) 
Saturday, September 16 
 
Conservative Services  
8:30 a.m. - Shacharit  
10 a.m. Torah service with Dôvar Torah  
11 a.m. Musaf  
 
10 a.m. - Reform Service 
 
Noon - All-Congregation Tashlich  at Foster Park West, 
Winchester Road 
 
Rosh Hashanah, Second Day 
Sunday, September 17 
 
Conservative Services  
8:30 a.m. - Shacharit 
10 a.m. Torah service with Dôvar Torah 
11 a.m. Musaf 
 
Shabbat Shuvah Services 
Friday, September 22 
7 p.m. Memorial Plaque Dedication 
7:30 p.m. Erev Shabbat Service  
 
Saturday, September 23  
at 9:45 a.m.  
 
 

 
 

Erev Yom Kippur Services  
Sunday, September 24 
7:15 p.m. Mincha  
8 p.m. All Congregation Kol Nidre Service 
 
Yom Kippur Services 
Monday, September 25 
 
Conservative Services 
8:30 a.m. Shacharit Service 
10 a.m. ï Torah, Haftorah, Dôvar Torah, Yizkor 
11:30 a.m. Musaf 
2:30 p.m. Learning program (MRRC) 
6 p.m. Mincha 
7 p.m. ï Neilah 
8:23 p.m. ï Havdalah 
Break-the-Fast follows 
 
Reform Services 
10 a.m. Morning Service 
2:30 p.m. ï Afternoon Learning (MRRC) 
4 p.m. ï Yizkor (Memorial) Service 
5 p.m. ï Neilah (Concluding) Service  
Break-the-Fast follows 
 
Erev Shabbat & Sukkot Services 
Friday, September 29 
7:30 p.m., followed by a Nosh in the Sukkah 

 
Shabbat & Sukkot Service*  
Saturday, September 30  
9:45 a.m., followed by a Nosh in the Sukkah  
*Expect Fort4Fitness traffic delays 
 
Erev Simchat Torah, Consecration & Yizkor 
Sunday, October 8 
4 p.m.  
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For centuries, Jews have gathered in synagogues on Saturday 
evening near Rosh Hashanah to prepare for the sacred sea-
son of self-scrutiny and renewal on Selichot. The word comes 
from the Hebrew for ñforgivenessò and ñpardon.ò 

 
Continue the tradition with us 
on Saturday, September 9 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Temple or via 
livestream on Zoom or 
YouTube. 
 
 

Please join us for Havdalah, help change the Torah covers to 
white for the New Year, and begin the holiday season with 
meditative prayer and readings, led by Rabbi Meir Bargeron. 
 
What is Selichot? 

Please volunteer to help and to bake for 
the Rosh Hashanah Reception following our service on 
Friday, September 15.  
 
Baked goods are needed at the 
Temple no later than Thursday, 
September 14. Items may be put 
in the freezer, but please mark 
them for the reception including 
your name.  
 
Volunteers are needed to help set 
up and clean up. Please contact the Temple office to offer 
your assistance at (260) 744-4245 or                           
office@templecav.org. Thank you to Dawn Hammond and 
Amy Krouse for chairing the reception! 
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/5200+Old+Mill+Road,+Fort+Wayne,+IN/foster+park+west+fort+wayne/@41.0397027,-85.1734884,13.97z/data=!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x8815e59f1f225ac1:0x9ed425b2734bcc22!2m2!1d-85.1515979!2d41.0364363!1m5!1m1!1s0x8815e5be2f37bc2f:0xc440be5
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/5200+Old+Mill+Road,+Fort+Wayne,+IN/foster+park+west+fort+wayne/@41.0397027,-85.1734884,13.97z/data=!4m13!4m12!1m5!1m1!1s0x8815e59f1f225ac1:0x9ed425b2734bcc22!2m2!1d-85.1515979!2d41.0364363!1m5!1m1!1s0x8815e5be2f37bc2f:0xc440be5
https://templecav.org/urj-events/selichot-2/?d=2023-09-09%2019%3A30
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/rosh-hashanah/what-selichot
mailto:office@templecav.org
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Please join us next month when we welcome the New Year 
5784 as a community, with both Reform and Conservative 
minyanim worshiping together as one congregation on Erev 
Rosh Hashanah on Friday, September 15 and, for the first 
time, on Kol Nidre on Sunday, September 24. 
 
Rabbi Meir Bargeron will lead the services, weaving together 
aspects of both liturgical traditions to inspire new insights 
during this time of reflection, forgiveness, and renewal.  
 
Heôll be joined by Cantor Yael Fischman, who returns as our 
guest clergy for a second year to lead Conservative worship 
on the first and second days of Rosh Hashanah and the Day 
of Atonement.  
 
Maestro Robert Nance will join us throughout the holidays for 
evening and Reform services. Hazemir, under the direction of 
John Planer, will sing during some services.  

Our annual New Yearôs Reception will provide an opportunity 
for our Temple family to share good wishes and enjoy a 
delicious nosh. The ROMEOs (Retired Old Men Eating Out) 
will host Break-the-Fast meals after both concluding services 
on Yom Kippur. 
 
Plan to join us in person or via livestream throughout the Days 
of Awe.  
 

As we prepare to start the New Year, itôs tradition to make a 
donation to the Temple to help support our year-round efforts 
to ensure a Jewish presence in Northeast Indiana. 
 
Please consider being a ñsponsorò of Achduth Vesholomôs 
High Holy Days 5784. Your generous gift will be used for 
needs during the holidays and beyond, from replenishing the 
floral fund to assisting with security, music, technology, and 
congregational events.  
 
Sponsors who donate $54 or more by Tuesday, September 5 
will be recognized in our holiday announcements. 
 
Jewish tradition encourages making tzedakah (charitable 
gifts) in multiples of 18, which is spelled chai and also means 
ñlife.ò Donations offered in any amount will be greatly appreci-
ated. 
 
Weôre proud to be one congregation with two worship tradi-
tions. Whether your customary gift is through sponsoring  

aliyot during Conservative services or your 
annual donation contributes to other congrega-
tional needs, we value and appreciate your 
assistance. 
 
We have several ways to give:  
 
Donate online and choose ñHigh Holy Daysò on the dropdown 
menu. Please indicate if your gift is ñin honor ofò or ñin 
memory ofò a special person, or celebrates an occasion. 
 
For aliyot during our Conservative service, please contact 
Josh Tourkow at jtourkow@tcrjlaw.com. (To donate online, 
choose ñHigh Holy Days ï Aliyotò on the dropdown menu and 
indicate if your gift is ñin honor ofò or ñin memory ofò a special 
person, or celebrates an occasion.) 
 
Send a check payable to ñCAV- The Templeò to sponsor the 
High Holy Days (5200 Old Mill Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46807). 

Memorial services will be held Sunday, September 10 at 1 
p.m. at Lindenwood Cemetery and 2:30 p.m. at Fort 
Wayne Jewish Cemetery. Join Rabbi Meir for the tradi-
tional El Maleh Rachmim and Kaddish prayers, along with 
the appropriate psalms, poetry and prayers.  
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If you wish to have a loved oneôs name 
included during memorial services on Yom 
Kippur, please provide information to the 
Temple office by Tuesday, September 19. 
Call us at (260) 744-4245 or email               
at office@templecav.org.  
 
Join us for memorial services in person or 
via livestream on Zoom or YouTube on 
Monday, September 25 at 10 a.m. during 

our Conservative service or 4 p.m. during our Reform ser-
vice. 
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The ROMEOs (Retired Old Men Eating 
Out) are preparing a delicious break-the-
fast meal for the congregation following 
both Reform and Conservative services 
on Monday, September 25. Everyone is 
invited for tuna salad, egg salad, bagel, 
lox, herring in wine sauce, herring in sour 
cream, cheese blintzes, fresh fruit and 
other delicacies. 
 
Reservations are required to the Temple office at (260) 744-
4245 by Tuesday, September 19 so that we can prepare 
enough food and seating. Thanks to the generosity of the 
ROMEOs, there is no charge. However, cash donations 
gladly will be accepted to help offset the costs.  
 
Volunteers are needed to help with set ups and other tasks. 
Please contact the Temple office to offer your assistance. If 
you would like to sponsor the sweet wine for Kiddush, 
please let us know. Thank you to Denny Reynolds for     
organizing and the ROMEOs for hosting! 
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https://templecav.org/urj-events/erev-rosh-hashanah-2/?d=2023-09-15%2019%3A30
https://templecav.org/urj-events/erev-rosh-hashanah-2/?d=2023-09-15%2019%3A30
https://templecav.org/urj-events/kol-nidre-service/?d=2023-09-24%2020%3A00
https://templecav.org/rabbi-2/
https://templecav.org/guest-clergy/
http://www.maestronance.com/
https://templecav.org/donate-pay-online/
mailto:jtourkow@tcrjlaw.com
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/fort-wayne-in/lindenwood-cemetery/0643
https://templecav.org/rifkin-campus-2/
https://templecav.org/rifkin-campus-2/
mailto:office@templecav.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
https://templecav.org/romeos/
https://templecav.org/urj-events/break-the-fast-2/?d=2023-09-25%2000%3A00
https://templecav.org/urj-events/break-the-fast-2/?d=2023-09-25%2000%3A00
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Do you know someone who 
is new to Fort Wayne? Will 
you have family or friends 
visiting for Rosh Hashanah 
or Yom Kippur? Please ask 
them to join us! 
 
Our High Holy Days services are open to all. 
Services are offered both in person and via 
livestream (YouTube and Zoom). We look forward to 
welcoming everyone. To receive information on how 
to access virtually on Zoom, please contact the 
Temple office at (260) 744-4245 or 
office@templecav.org. 
 
We're especially eager to welcome those who are 
new to our Jewish community to explain the benefits 
of membership at Achduth Vesholom. Please call us 
to let us know so we can reach out to newcomers. 
 
Traveling to another URJ congregation that requires 
tickets? Contact the Temple office as soon as 
possible if you need a letter verifying that you're a 
member in good standing of Achduth Vesholom in 
order to obtain tickets at another Reform 
congregation. 
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We look forward to welcoming Cantor Yael Fischman for a 
second year to lead our Conservative services for the High 
Holy Days.  
 
She is one of the first 35 women to have been invested as a 
Cantor by the Conservative Movement. She earned her 
Diploma of Hazzan and Bachelors in Music from The Jewish 
Theological Seminaryôs H.L. Miller Cantorial School, as it is 
now known. She has served in both full-time, part-time, and 
High Holy Day positions. 
 
Additionally, she served her synagogue community for three 
years as its Religious Committee Chair. Born and raised in 
Pittsburgh, PA., Cantor Fischman attended Parkway Jewish 
Center in Penn Hills almost from birth, delighting in the 
prayers and ñheimishò feeling of the small community, a 
feeling she brings to each service she leads. It was at 
Parkway that she received her spiritual calling to become 
involved in Jewish leadership. 

Her undergraduate studies at Indiana 
University, where she chanted High Holy Day 
services with Professor Michael Morgan as 
her Rabbi, confirmed her desire to become a 
Hazzan, although at the time only the Reform 
were training women as cantors. Yet, as one 
of her uncles observed, she possessed a 
ñdogged determinationò to follow this path. 
 
Many years, a husband, two daughters, and several cats 
later, she is still determined to follow where she is called.  
 
When not substituting for the Hazzan or teaching at Mishkan 
Torah Congregation in Greenbelt, MD, Cantor Fischman uses 
her hands to create beautiful beaded wire kippot, wall 
hangings and earrings which connect people with their 
spirituality through natural design, in homage to the Artist of 
the Creation. You can see her work on her website, 
www.renaissancewomankippot.org. 

Once again this year Congregation Achduth Vesholom is raising funds and food to benefit the clients of 
our partner organization, Wellspring Interfaith Social Services, which serves people in need living in every 
corner of Fort Wayne. This year you can participate in one of three ways: 
 
Pick up a grocery bag from our lobby on Rosh Hashanah, fill it with peanut butter, Minute Rice, instant 
potatoes, and/or paper goods (toilet paper, paper towels, etc.), and return it to the Temple on Yom Kippur. 

Order a case or cases of your favorite peanut butter (16 oz. size), Minute Rice, or instant potatoes to be delivered directly to 
Wellspring, 1316 Broadway St., Fort Wayne, IN 46802. Request a card be included with your name and CAVôs name. 

Write a check for any amount, from $5 to $500, payable to ñWellspring Interfaith Social Services.ò Deposit it in the 
Tzedakah Box in our lobby from August through October-- or mail it to the Temple (5200 Old Mill Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46807) 
and we will forward it with other checks as a group to Wellspring. 

 
Thank you for your generosity. This is our largest effort in a calendar year to assist those with less than we have. Please open 
your hearts and pockets again this year as you have for so many years. Questions? Contact the Temple office 
at office@templecav.org. 

Planning to attend High Holiday services 
online? The Templeôs machzorim (holiday 
prayer books) are available for congre-
gants to borrow for Reform and Conserva-
tive worship.  
 
On Erev Rosh Hashanah and Kol Nidre when both 
minyanim worship together, we will be using Mishkan 
HaNefesh, the Reform machzor.  
 
For the best worship experience, we encourage you 
to  borrow or purchase copies. If borrowing, members 
must follow guidelines for keeping the prayer books in 
great condition and return them no later than Friday, October 13. 
The borrower is responsible for replacement of any misplaced or 
damaged books at $50 per copy.  To make arrangements for bor-
rowing, please contact the Temple office.  
 
Mishkan HaNefesh, the Reform machzor - is available for pur-
chase or in a Kindle ebook format. Find out more  
 
Mahzor Lev Shalem, the Conservative machzor also may be pur-
chased. Find a book for purchase  
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUexoS9J7JJ8xP807Ltyrlw
mailto:office@templecav.org
https://renaissancewomankippot.org/
http://www.wellspringinterfaith.org/food-bank/
mailto:office@templecav.org
https://www.ccarpress.org/shopping_product_list.asp?catID=3763
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/resources-ideas/lev-shalem-series/mahzor-lev-shalem
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Help supply a bag of apples for each of the children who attend Brightpoint Head Start at the 
Temple through the 13th annual Thoughtful Thursdays Apple Project. This year Head Start is 
planning for an enrollment of 51 students. 
 
Many of the students rarely have the opportunity to eat fresh fruits and vegetables. We provide 
them with delicious Honeycrisp apples purchased from a local orchard. 
 
This mitzvah is a wonderful way to prepare for the High Holy Days season! A tree will be on 
display at the Temple decorated with paper apples featuring the name of each person who 
donates $10 or more for the apple project by Friday, September 30. 
 
Donate online at www.templecav.org. Indicate the amount of your donation, designate ñProject 
Assist/Thoughtful Thursdaysò and indicate the name you would like to appear on the apple for the tree. You may also mail 
checks made payable to ñCAV-The Templeò earmarked for the Thoughtful Thursdays Apple Project. 

 
The tree will be on display in the lobby and the apples will be added with the names you choose for each donation.  Pictures 
of the tree will be posted on the Templeôs Facebook page as it ógrows.ô 

 

мо 
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Thoughtful Thursdays will begin its 14th year on Wednesday, September 6 at 10 a.m. when our 
volunteers meet to assemble bags for the 51 children who attend Brightpoint Head Start at the 
Temple. Plan to join the Jewish communityôs teams as we continue to help the Brightpoint Head 
Start families in need. 
   
Contact Sally Trotter (sartrotter@gmail.com) to learn more. Thoughtful Thursdays is a project of 
Congregation Achduth Vesholom and the Jewish Federation of Fort Wayne. 

Our families with young children celebrated Shabbat outdoors in June and July 

during our monthly "Joy Vey! A Kid-ish Shabbat" service at the Temple, enjoying 

delicious homemade challah and growing friendships! This month, our Joy Vey 

families will share a musical Shabbat on Friday, August 18 with guest ShirLaLa 

(see page 1).   

https://templecav.org/thoughtful-thursdays/
http://www.templecav.org
mailto:sartrotter@gmail.com
http://www.templecav.org/
http://www.fwjf.org/
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Get ready to savor delicious 
delicatessen when our 21st 
Corned Beef on Rye ï Sure 
to Satisfy Fundraiser returns 
on Thursday, October 19. 
 
Weôre looking forward to 

topping last yearôs sales of nearly 2,000 delicious meals! 
 
For your convenience, weôre offering drive-thru pick up of all 
meals on Deli Day, along with a delivery option!  
 
Boxed meals are $18 each when ordered by Friday, 
October 6. After that date and at the door, meals are $21 
each. Each meal includes a heaping 1/3-pound corned beef 
sandwich on rye, giant pickle, creamy coleslaw, fudgy 
brownie, and a drink.  
 
Order meals, become a sponsor, tell your friends about our 
mouthwatering meal, and volunteer your time! 
 
Online ordering will begin Thursday, September 7 at 
www.templecav.org. Weôve also got additional pounds of 
bulk corned beef for sale for $20 per pound. Delivery 
service is available when you order 12 meals or more by 
Friday, October 6 for $15 per address.  
 
Become a sponsor! Three sponsorship levels are 
available for donations made by Friday, October 6: 
 
Become a gold sponsor with a donation of $1,000 or 
more to be recognized on an enclosure inside each of the 
boxed lunches, on our website, and in our paid Facebook 
advertising for the sale. You also can provide a coupon or 
small advertisement (limited to 3.5 x 5 inches with approved 
wording) to be included with each meal.  
 
Become a silver sponsor with a donation of $500 to 
$999 to be recognized on an enclosure inside each of the 
boxed lunches, on our website, and in our paid Facebook 
advertising for the sale.   
 
Become a bronze sponsor with a donation of $100 or 
more to be recognized on an enclosure inside each of the 
boxed lunches and on our website.   
 
More information will be available soon at 
www.templecav.org 
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Volunteers are needed to help prepare a large bulk mailing 
on Wednesday, August 30 at 10 a.m. at the Temple as we 
get ready for our 21st Corned Beef Fundraiser.  
 
Please contact the Temple office at (260) 744-4245 
or office@templecav.org to say you can assist. 

Mark your calendar to assist with the Templeôs largest 
fundraiser coming soon! Helpers are needed on: 
 
Prep Night ð Wednesday, October 18 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
 
Deli Day ð Thursday, October 19, with shifts beginning 
at 9 a.m. 
 
Please contact the Temple office to say you can assist. 
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Micah Soltz (chair), Fran Adler, Rabbi Meir Bargeron, David 
Crell, Jamie Fritz, Scott Goldberg, Shai Hadashi, Sam 
Krouse, Amy Krouse, Marie McFadden, Lee Pomerantz, 
Denny Reynolds, Samara Sheray, Jon Tam, Steve Zacher, 
Mimi Zelman, and Beth Zweig 
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KfZf- ¦z¢ z·_sfzM¦_ Efv ¢8 -K8vz˞The Temple was pleased to be 
the lead sponsor and host of a Holocaust Symposium on June 13-14 to help support Indiana 
teachers of all levels educate students about the Holocaust and Holocaust-related events. 

A collaboration between the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and PFWôs Institute for Holo-
caust and Genocide Studies, the program was led by Dr. Steve Carr, director of IHGS, and  
Stella Schafer, a USHMM Teacher Fellow and Tippecanoe School Corp. ELA teacher. 

Eleven teachers attended the program, which began with dinner and a presentation by Rabbi 
Meir Bargeron on ñWhat is Judaism and What does it mean to be Jewish?ò    

Sessions included an open discussion of teaching concerns and issues; an 
overview of historical topics; eugenics; Indiana State Standards; web      
resources; and using history to introduce primary sources and to prompt 
student answers to complex questions. 

Thank you to Chair Rena Black and the Holocaust Education Committee for 
their help.    

http://www.templecav.org
http://www.templecav.org
https://templecav.org/corned-beef-sale/
mailto:office@templecav.org
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Our dedicated team of challah bakers and 
sponsors is growing! These wonderful 
volunteers provide us with delicious and 
beautiful challot to enjoy on Friday 
evenings after services. 

Thank you to Jamie Berger, Becky Guttstein, Nola Katinsky, 
Joanne McCrory, Wendy Soltz, Deb Vilensky, Jon Tam, Kari 
Woitalla, and Beth Zweig for baking and/or sponsoring challot. 

Join us in the coming weeks on Friday evenings to enjoy this 

social time after services and the culinary efforts of our baking 
team. 

If youôre a challah baker, weôd love to have your help. 
Volunteers take turns providing 4-5 loaves for a given month. If 
youôre not a baker, we welcome your financial support to 
sponsor this effort so that we can purchase challah or 
ingredients for our bakers to use. Please contact the Temple 
office at (260) 744-4245 or office@templecav.org to find out 
more about this effort.  
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In conjunction with Fort Wayne Pride, the Temple celebrated Pride   
Shabbat on July 21, bringing together our Temple family and guests from 
the larger community for a meaningful service, led by Rabbi Meir.  

We shared readings and prayers inspired by the LGBTQ experience and 
gained insights from guest speaker Jeff Markley, Executive Director of the 
Northeast Indiana Positive Resource Connection. 

After the service, we enjoyed colorful rainbow challah made by Jon Tam 
and Beth Zweig. The festive Oneg Shabbat hosted by Rabbi Meir & Jon 
Tam and Beth & Dan Zweig was filled with Pride, including special cake, 
cookies, and decorations.  

Special thanks to Dawn Hammond for helping and taking these wonderful 
photos. 


